
J ohn Corideo drove the solitary 
two-lane highways of southern 
Alabama, eyeing the roadside 
ditches. It had been raining off 

and on for days and Corideo, chief of 
the Fowl River Volunteer Fire De-
partment, knew that if it continued, 
his department could be outmatched 
by floodwaters.

It kept raining. Water filled the 
ditches and climbed over roads, 
swallowing parts of a main highway. 
About 10 residents who needed to be 
rescued were brought back to the 
station in firetrucks. More remained 
stranded in floodwaters, out of the 
department’s reach. “That week … 
we just caught hell,” Corideo said.

What the residents and rescuers 
of the Fowl River region faced on 
that day was part of a dangerous 
phenomenon reshaping the South-
ern United States: Rapidly rising 
seas are combining with storms to 
generate epic floods, threatening 
lives, property and livelihoods.

In the Fowl River’s case, unusually 
high tides slowed floodwaters as 
they went downstream to drain. This 
increased the water’s depth and 
flooded a wide expanse — even 

several miles upstream. The result 
was deluged roads, washed-out cars 
and damaged houses from a flood 
that was larger, deeper and longer-
lasting due to rising seas.

These supercharged floods are 
one of the most pernicious impacts 
of an unexpected surge in sea levels 
across the U.S. Gulf and Southeast 
coasts — with the ocean rising an 
average of 6 inches since 2010, one of 
the fastest such changes in the 
world, according to a Washington 
Post examination of how sea level 
rise is affecting the region.

The Post’s analysis found that sea 
levels at a tide gauge near the Fowl 
River are now rising four times 
faster in 2010 to 2023 than over the 
previous four decades.

The rapid burst of sea level rise 
has struck a region spanning from 
Brownsville, Tex., to Cape Hatteras, 
N.C., where coastal counties are 
home to 28 million people. Outdated 
infrastructure built to manage wa-
ter, some of it over a century old, 
cannot keep up. As a result, the seas 
are swallowing coastal land, damag-
ing property, submerging septic 
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The new 
face of 

flooding
On June 19, southern Mobile 

County, Ala., experienced torrential 
rain and severe flooding. Roads and 

some homes near the Fowl River 
were submerged.

But this was no ordinary flood.

Sam St. John
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SAN DIEGO — Illegal crossings 
along the U.S.-Mexico border are 
down more than 40 percent since 
December and have remained 
relatively stable through the first 
four months of 2024, bringing a 
modest reprieve for President 
Biden on an issue regarded as a 
liability to his reelection cam-
paign.

Crossings often increase 
sharply during early spring, but 
that did not happen for the first 
time since Biden took office.

In April, U.S. border agents 
encountered about 130,000 mi-
grants who entered illegally from 
Mexico, a level that is high by 
historical standards but lower 
than February and March, ac-
cording to the latest U.S. enforce-
ment data obtained by The Wash-
ington Post.

U.S. officials say a crackdown 
on migrants by the Mexican gov-
ernment is the biggest factor. 
Using military patrols and high-
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    Slowdown at the border eases pressure on Biden
With a hand from Mexico, crossings —  while still high — are not seeing the usual springtime surge 
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Two migrant girls, Sara Florez, 4, and Angie Florez, 2, eat oranges under a shelter their parents 
made near the U.S.-Mexico border in April. Illegal crossings have been relatively stable in 2024.
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NEW YORK — Former president 
Donald Trump was held in con-
tempt of court Tuesday for repeat-
edly violating a gag order, and the 
judge overseeing his ongoing 
criminal trial warned him that he 
could go to jail if he keeps break-
ing the court’s rules.

“Defendant is hereby warned 
that the Court will not tolerate 
continued violations of its lawful 
orders and that if necessary and 
appropriate under the circum-
stances, it will impose an incarcer-
atory punishment,” New York Su-
preme Court Justice Juan Mer-
chan wrote in an eight-page ruling 
finding Trump violated the order 
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repeatedly violating 
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After becoming pregnant, Alex-
andra Day, a 31-year-old consul-
tant living in South Carolina, 
sought out neonatal genetic test-
ing that was covered in her health 
insurance policy. But her insurer, 
UnitedHealthcare, balked at pay-
ing for the December 2022 test, 
claiming there was no proof Day 
needed it, and billed her $3,900, 
according to documents reviewed 
by The Washington Post.

Day succeeded in persuading 
the health-care colossus to reduce 
her bill after weeks of telephone 
calls, letters and paperwork, ulti-
mately paying $650 and abandon-
ing her efforts to try to lower the 
bill further. The episode left a bit-
ter taste, particularly after United-
Healthcare became locked in a 
contracting fight and stopped cov-
ering care at South Carolina’s larg-
est not-for-profit health system, 
threatening Day’s access to long-
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Lawmakers 
size up a 
health-care 
behemoth 

UnitedHealth’s CEO is 
set to testify following 
crippling cyberattack
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The  Gulf Coast region has experienced a rapid burst of sea level rise, which contributes to supercharged flooding. 
Residents in southern Alabama said the June 19 storm  and flooding were extreme, even in a rainy and flood-prone area. 
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Attorney General Merrick Gar-
land on Tuesday recommended 
loosening restrictions on mari-
juana, a historic shift in federal 
drug policy that could broaden 
access to the drug for medicinal 
use and boost cannabis indus-
tries in states where it is legal.

The measure, if enacted, 
would not legalize marijuana at 
the federal level but still repre-
sents a milestone that could 
prove to be a political win for 
President Biden, who is cam-
paigning for reelection and has 
sought to ameliorate racial and 
criminal justice inequities 
wrought by the nation’s long war 
on drugs.

The Justice Department sub-
mitted the formal recommenda-
tion to the White House on 
Tuesday, an agency spokeswom-
an said in a statement. It follows 
the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration’s approval of a federal 
health agency recommendation 
that marijuana be reclassified.

The White House’s Office of 
Management and Budget must 
review the measure, according to 
people familiar with the matter 
who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity to discuss internal 
administrative matters. The pro-
posal, if accepted, would be for-
mally published and would not 
go into effect for months until 
the public has a chance to com-
ment.

The DEA’s approval was first 
reported Tuesday by the Associ-
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 DOJ moves 
to relax 
rules on 
marijuana   
Garland files measure to 
reclassify  pot at federal 
level as lower-risk drug
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The standoff between student 
protesters and college adminis-
trators took a sharply hostile 
turn on campuses nationwide 
Tuesday as schools threatened 
expulsions and dismantled tent 
encampments while police ar-
rested more than 200 people 
demonstrating against the 
Israel-Gaza war. At Columbia 
University, police retook a barri-
caded classroom building in a 
major show of force.

The dramatic scene climaxed 
about 9:15 p.m., when phalanxes 
of New York City officers gath-
ered outside the gates began 
moving onto the Columbia cam-
pus. The officers cleared the area 
around Hamilton Hall, which 
dozens of students had taken 
shortly after midnight, blocking 
entrances. The officers began 
sledgehammering their way in to 
pull protesters out. Another 
group of officers began entering 
the building via a truck ladder 
positioned into an upper-floor 
window.

“Protesters chose to escalate to 
an alarming and untenable situ-
ation — including by vandalizing 
property, breaking doors and 
windows, blockading entrances, 
and forcing our facilities and 
public safety workers out — and 
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At Columbia, major show 
of force to evict students


