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A HOMELESS PERSON in Los Angeles gathers his belongings prior to a cleanup. The city’s actions are at the center of a lawsuit.

Cleanup evidence altered by city

A federal judge has found that
Los Angeles city officials altered evi-
dence to support the city’s defense
against allegations that it illegally
seized and destroyed homeless peo-
ple’s property.

Warning that the city will likely
face sanctions following a forensic
examination, U.S. District Judge
Dale S. Fischer wrote in an order
that the city had not only “altered,
modified, and created documents
relevant to Plaintiff’s claims” but
had also failed to produce legiti-
mately requested documents.

“Suffice it to say that the City’s
credibility has been damaged signifi-
cantly,” she wrote.

According to court filings, re-
cords documenting what was taken
during cleanups and the legal autho-
rization for the seizure were altered
or created up to two years after the
cleanup occurred and in some in-
stances just days before they were
turned over to the plaintiffs.

In some records, the word “bulky
items” was replaced by “health haz-
ards” or “contaminated,” after Fis-
cher had ruled the city’s law prohib-
iting bulky items unconstitutional.

In a court filing, Shayla R. Myers,
an attorney with the Legal Aid Foun-

Judge says L.A. officials changed
documents in a case over seizure
of homeless people’s property

By Doug Smith

AL SEI Los Angeles Times
SANITATION workers clean an area near an encampment in
2019. A judge said the city altered records related to cleanups.

dation of Los Angeles who is repre-
senting the eight plaintiffs, de-
scribed the changes as so significant
“they rise to the level of fraud on the
court.”

“In our view this isn’t just about
altering or creating evidence, it’s
about misleading the court and the
public about the existence of safe-
guards to ensure the city isn't il-
legally throwing away unhoused
people’s belongings,” Myers said in
aninterview.

“They argue that they have proc-
esses in place to ensure they aren’t
violating unhoused people’s rights.
... And those are the very documents
that the court found to be altered or
fabricated.”

A spokesman for the Los Angeles
city attorney declined to answer The
Times’ questions about the case,
saying the office does not comment
on pending litigation. The alleged
doctoring occurred during Mayor
Eric Garcetti’s administration, My-
ers said, although delays in produc-
ing documents have continued since
Karen Bass became mayor.

The plaintiffs, seven homeless
people and the group Ktown for All,
allege that the city violated their

[See Homeless, A6G]

‘It just feels so bleak’: Apathy could decide 24 election

Biden and Trump face ‘double haters’ and other
voters who can’t get excited about either candidate

By FaiTH E. PINHO

Although Haley Fox, 30,
frequently chats politics
with friends and family, she
said, the moment the phrase
“election 2024” comes up she
feels her body fill with dread.

“There hasn’'t been any-
thing that has represented
me for a really long time,”
said Fox, a San Diego-based
photographer. “So, like,
2024, just seeing what we
have to choose from — it just
feels so bleak.”

For Fox and many other
Americans, election-year
ennuiis setting in.

President Biden and for-
mer President Trump be-
came their parties’ pre-
sumptive nominees weeks
ago, capping one of the
shortest primary seasons in
U.S. history and beginning
the long runway to the gen-
eral election.

“It’s essentially two in-
cumbents running against
each other, is how it feels,”
said Jared Sichel, a Republi-
can strategist and co-found-
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er of the Costa Mesa-based
GOP marketing firm Win-
ning Tuesday. “It’s kind of
just Groundhog Day for alot

of people.”
Voters who don't want
either option — “double

haters,” asthey’re dubbed —
make up about 15% of the
electorate, according to
pollinglast month from USA
Today and Suffolk Uni-
versity. Other polls show
their share to be closer to

one-fifth of the electorate.
In a neck-and-neck race
[See Election, A7]

ALLEN J. SCHABEN Los Angeles Times
TURNOUT in California was the second-worst for a
presidential primary despite being on Super Tuesday.

Conservative justices question legality of
obstruction charges against Jan. 6 rioters

By DAVID G. SAVAGE

WASHINGTON — The
Supreme Court cast doubt
Tuesday on the legality of
obstruction charges lodged
against some 300 rioters ar-
rested for breaking into the
Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021.

The court’s conserva-
tives questioned whether
the 2002 Sarbanes-Oxley
Act, which was aimed at cor-

porate accounting fraud,
can be used more broadly to
prosecute those who ob-
struct “any official proceed-
ing,” including Congress’
2021 certification of Presi-
dent Biden’s election vic-
tory.

Chief Justice John G.
Roberts Jr. and Justice Neil
M. Gorsuch noted that the
law made it a crime to de-
stroy or conceal documents
to impair an “official pro-

ceeding,” but they voiced
doubt over extending it to
any disruptions of a pro-
ceeding.

“Would a sit-in that dis-
rupts a trial qualify?” Gor-
such asked. “Would a heck-
ler in today’s audience qual-
ify? Would pulling a fire
alarm before a vote qualify
for 20 years in prison?”

While the court’s three li-
berals appeared to agree

[See Court, A9]
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Mayor
urges
wealthy
to fund
housing

Bass’ State of the City
speech focuses

on how to move
homeless Angelenos
into affordable units.

By DAKOTA SMITH
AND DAVID ZAHNISER

As she forges ahead with
her fight against homeless-
ness, Los Angeles Mayor
Karen Bass has gonelooking
for helpin all sorts of places.

She has teamed up with
Los Angeles County agen-
cies to bring mental health
services to the city’s sprawl-
inghomeless encampments.
She haslobbied Sacramento
for more money to build
temporary housing. And she
has persuaded officials in
Washington to loosen the
rules that determine when
a homeless Angeleno be-
comes eligible for a federally
funded apartment.

Now the mayor is asking
L.A’s wealthiest Angelenos
for help. In her State of the
City address Monday, she
unveiled a campaign that
asks business leaders, phil-
anthropic organizations and
others to donate millions of
dollars to an effort to acquire
buildings so they can be
used as apartments for the
city’s homeless population.

“We have brought the
public sector together,” Bass
said, speaking to a packed
City Council chamber. “And
now we must prevail on the
humanity and generosity of
the private sector.”

The pitch comes as Bass
is working to break a logjam
that has limited the city’s
ability to move homeless
Angelenos out of interim
housing, such as hotel and
motel rooms, into apart-
ments they can afford —
while tens of thousands of

[See Mayor Bass, A6]

USC
cancels
graduation
speech

University cites safety
reasons in calling off
valedictorian’s address
after pro-Palestinian
views prompt threats.

By JAWEED KALEEM

Saying “tradition must
give way to safety,” USC has
made the unprecedented
move of canceling the up-
coming graduation speech
of an undergraduate vale-
dictorian who has come
under fire for her pro-Pal-
estinian views.

The move, according to
USCofficials, isthefirst time
the university has kept a
valedictorian from the tradi-
tional chance to speak on-
stage at the annual com-
mencement ceremony,
which typically draws more
than 65,000 people to the Los
Angeles campus.

In a campuswide letter,
USC Provost Andrew T.
Guzman cited unnamed
threats that have poured in
shortly after the university

[See USC, A9]
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