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Amid public outcry and school
board meeting protests, the
legal system seems to be work-
ing in favor of controversial

parental notification policies
across the state.
Several recent court rulings in

Southern California have con-
tradicted findings at the Cali-
fornia Department of Educa-
tion, which reported that a Plac-
er County school district vio-

lated state Education Code with
its parental notification policy,
saying it discriminated against a
protected group.
In Temecula, Chino, and

Escondido, county and federal
judges have sided with a vocal
parents’ rights movement, al-

lowing school districts to en-
force such policies.
The CDE said it cannot com-

ment on pending ligation and
complaint investigations, but
that the department “remains
committed to supporting school
boards and educators that cre-

ate safe, welcoming, and in-
clusive learning environments in
which all students can thrive.”

WHAT ARE PARENTAL
NOTIFICATION POLICIES?
In short, parental notification

policies require that school staff
— teachers, counselors, admin-
istrators, and anyone else on
campus — must inform a stu-
dent’s parents if that student
goes by a different name that
does not align with their biolog-
ical sex, uses different pro-
nouns, or uses campus facilities

CA courts, Dept. of Education
split on parent notification
BY JENAVIEVE HATCH
jhatch@sacbee.com
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The student workers are
beginning to digitize the state’s
water rights records, part of a
project launched by the state’s
water regulator earlier this
year. It may seem simple, but
scanning two million musty
pages is part of a $60 million
project that could take years.
The massive undertaking will

unmask the notoriously opaque
world of California water. Right
now, it’s practically impossible

In a Sacramento office build-
ing, university students careful-
ly scan pieces of paper that
underpin California’s most
contentious and valuable water
disputes. One by one, they’re
bringing pieces of history into
the digital era, some a century
old and thin as onion skin.

to know who has the right to
use water, how much they’re
taking and from what river or
stream at any given time in the
state.
The State Water Resources

Control Board aims to build a
database that integrates a cen-
tury of water rights records,
geospatial mapping and up-to-
date water diversion data that’s
available to the public. This
new directory will, most cru-

cially, help regulators make
high-stakes decisions on who to
cut off when the next drought
hits.
“I believe strongly that you

must measure it to manage it,
especially with water,” said
Brent Vanderburgh, project
manager at the Water Board.
“We’re looking at how digital
tools can help us do our jobs

SARA NEVIS The Sacramento Bee

Student assistant Jessica Rilloraza scans a water rights map on a wide-format scanner at the State Water Resources Control Board offices in
Sacramento in December.

Calif. digitizing 100-year-old
paper water rights records
BY ARI PLACHTA
aplachta@sacbee.com
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Bills that would exempt Cali-
fornians from paying taxes on
settlement money related to
wildfires have received early
support from state lawmakers.
One introduced by Repub-

lican Sen. Scott Wilk,
representing Santa Clarita,
would apply to payments for
properties in the state that were

damaged or destroyed by fire.
The Legislature has approved

such tax breaks on a fire by fire
basis. Wilk, at a recent hearing,
told lawmakers that practice has
left communities behind.
He pointed to rural residents

affected by a 2020 fire in South-
ern California, who have not yet
received a similar benefit.
“All wildfire victims should be

afforded the same tax relief,” he
said.
Senate Bill 1004, which

would be retroactive to the
2020 tax year, is now headed to
the Senate Appropriations
Committee.
So is a measure introduced by

Sen. Brian Dahle. The
Republican, who represents
Bieber, is calling for a more
expansive exemption: for settle-
ment money related to any
natural disaster, not just a fire.
To qualify both the governor of

California bills call for tax
breaks on wildfire settlements
BY STEPHEN HOBBS
shobbs@sacbee.com
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Smoke shrouds Christmas Valley during the 2021 Caldor Fire in El
Dorado County. Bills that would exempt Californians from paying
taxes on settlement money related to wildfires have received early
support from state lawmakers.SEE WILDFIRE, 5A

Plans for bullet-train stations
in Fresno and the San Joaquin
Valley are providing local lead-
ers and would-be passengers a
glimpse of what the facilities
could look like by 2030, when
the California High-Speed Rail
Authority hopes to begin carry-
ing riders on its 171-mile initial
operating line between Merced
and Bakersfield.
Each of the rail agency’s four

stations – in downtown Merced,
Fresno and Bakersfield and on
the outskirts of Hanford – will
include common structural, archi-
tectural and visual components
from what Margaret Cederoth,
the authority’s director of plan-
ning, described as a “kit of parts.”
But at each station, those

parts will be configured in dif-
ferent ways depending on the
idiosyncrasies of the location.
In downtown Fresno, for ex-

ample, plans call for a covered
pedestrian bridge connecting
entry plazas along Mariposa
Street on each side of the sta-
tion, spanning not only the ex-
isting Union Pacific Railroad
freight tracks and the future
high-speed rail tracks, but also
G Street on the west side of the
station. A concourse including
fare gates will be on the upper
level of the station, with the
train tracks and boarding plat-
forms at ground level.
Stations in Merced, Hanford

and Bakersfield, however, will
feature viaducts on which ele-
vated tracks and boarding plat-
forms will sit, with entry plazas
and concourses at ground level.

Plans show
promise of
high-speed
rail stations
for Valley

BY TIM SHEEHAN
tsheehan@fresnobee.com
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