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Just after 2 p.m. last Wednes-
day, Nemat Shafik, the president
of Columbia University, stepped
out of an office building on Capitol
Hill and into an idling black S.U.V.

She had just endured an intense
grilling by a congressional com-
mittee investigating antisemitism
on elite college campuses. Now, a
fresh challenge was rapidly build-

ing back on her own turf, where
pro-Palestinian student demon-
strators had staked out an en-
campment dominating Colum-
bia’s lawn.

For a university trying to re-
assure Congress that it was get-
ting its campus under control, the
timing could scarcely have been
worse. With a narrow window to
act, Dr. Shafik directed her car to a
law firm near the White House,
where she set up a makeshift com-
mand center.

The secretive deliberations that
followed over 24 frantic hours
have sent Columbia into a crisis
over free speech and safety unlike
any the campus has seen since
1968. The events also set off a
chain reaction rattling campuses
across the country, just as one of
the most trying academic years in
memory neared its end.

In theory, Dr. Shafik had a range

Inside a Decision at Columbia 
That Escalated Campus Unrest

By NICHOLAS FANDOS and SHARON OTTERMAN

Protesters at an encampment
at Columbia on Tuesday.
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Green alfalfa fields sprawl for miles alongside a town of dirt lots in Arizona, where Democrats see an opening as water takes center stage as a political issue. Page A11.
Where Politics and Water Mix

Donald J. Trump had a dismal
day in court on Tuesday as the
judge presiding over his criminal
trial told a defense lawyer he was
“losing all credibility” and a key
witness pulled back the curtain to
expose what prosecutors called a
conspiracy to influence the 2016
election.

The witness was David Pecker,
longtime publisher of The Na-
tional Enquirer, and he trans-
ported jurors back to a crucial
2015 meeting with Mr. Trump and
his fixer at Trump Tower in Mid-
town Manhattan.

Prosecutors called it the
“Trump Tower conspiracy,” argu-
ing that Mr. Pecker, Mr. Trump
and Michael D. Cohen, then Mr.
Trump’s personal lawyer and
fixer, hatched a plot at the meeting
to conceal sex scandals looming
over Mr. Trump’s campaign.

Their effort led Mr. Pecker’s
tabloids to buy and bury two dam-
aging stories about Mr. Trump.
Mr. Cohen also purchased the si-
lence of a porn star, a deal at the
heart of the case against the for-
mer president.

In gripping testimony on Tues-
day, Mr. Pecker took the jurors in-
side the meeting, recalling how
Mr. Cohen and Mr. Trump asked
what he and his magazines — fix-
tures of American supermarket
checkout lanes — could do “to help
the campaign.” The account bol-
stered the prosecution’s argument
that the men were protecting not
just Mr. Trump’s personal reputa-
tion, but his political fortunes.

“I would be your eyes and ears,”
Mr. Pecker recalled telling them,
as he explained the tabloid prac-
tice of “catch and kill,” in which an
outlet bought the rights to a story,
only to never publish it.

Mr. Pecker’s testimony came af-
ter a bruising hearing for Mr.
Trump and his legal team, as pros-
ecutors argued that the trial is
threatened by Mr. Trump’s re-
peated attacks on witnesses and
jurors, mostly launched on social
media and his campaign website.
They urged the judge, Juan M.
Merchan, to hold Mr. Trump in
contempt over what they said
were 11 violations of a gag order
that bars the former president
from attacking witnesses, pros-
ecutors, jurors and court staff, as
well as their relatives.

When Mr. Trump’s lead lawyer,
Todd Blanche, claimed that the
former president was trying to
comply with the order, Justice
Merchan signaled that he found
that preposterous, replying with
words that no lawyer wants to
hear: “You’re losing all credibility
with the court.”

The case against Mr. Trump, the
first American president to face a
criminal trial, centers on Mr. Co-
hen’s $130,000 hush-money pay-
ment to the porn star Stormy Dan-
iels. Prosecutors say he paid Ms. 

WITNESS RECALLS
BURYING STORIES
TO SHIELD TRUMP

‘HELP THE CAMPAIGN’

In Gag Order Dispute,
Judge Dresses Down

Defense Lawyer

This article is by Jonah E.
Bromwich, Ben Protess and Maggie
Haberman.
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Rebel forces in Myanmar, often cut off from the internet, are finding other ways to connect. Page A4.
A Resistance, Minus Cell Service

Al-Shifa was the same hospital
where Jihad had been born five
months earlier — five months of
searching all day for a little food,
of nearly getting knifed over a lit-
tle flour. All his parents could do
now was sit and watch their son go
hungry. Hungry herself, Ms. al-Ar-
qan had no breast milk to give.

After two days, they had had
enough. Jihad had not eaten in 28
hours. Holding one of Jihad’s dirty
white T-shirts up on a broomstick,
holding the baby close, they made
their way toward the Israeli sol-
diers.

They left for southern Gaza that
same day, they said, alongside
other civilians fleeing the hospital 

CAIRO — Born in wartime, the
baby had not eaten in more than a
day, his father said — no formula,
no nothing. His parents had al-
ready spent the last of their
money on food, sold his mother’s
gold jewelry to buy milk and
begged water from other evacu-
ees to mix the powdered formula.
Now even that was gone.

The baby, Jihad, and his par-
ents, Nour Barda and Heba al-Ar-
qan, were trapped in a storage
closet with five other people at Al-
Shifa Hospital in Gaza last month
as Israeli troops attacked. They
had some Palestinian thyme and
foraged wild greens, but only that,
and just enough water to moisten
their mouths once in a while, Mr.
Barda told a Times reporter. Gun-
fire jackhammered outside. The
Israeli military had surrounded
the building and told anyone shel-
tering inside to stay put.

Trapped and Starving, 2 Families
Try to Keep Their Children Alive

By VIVIAN YEE
and BILAL SHBAIR
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U.N. Estimates Famine
Will Probably Set In

by May in Gaza

WASHINGTON — The idea
triggered a full-scale revolt on the
Google campus.

Six years ago, the Silicon Valley
giant signed a small, $9 million
contract to put the skills of a few of
its most innovative developers to
the task of building an artificial in-
telligence tool that would help the
military detect potential targets
on the battlefield using drone
footage.

Engineers and other Google
employees argued that the com-
pany should have nothing to do

with Project Maven, even if it was
designed to help the military dis-
cern between civilians and mili-
tants.

The uproar forced the company
to back out, but Project Maven
didn’t die — it just moved to other
contractors. Now, it has grown
into an ambitious experiment be-
ing tested on the front lines in

Ukraine, forming a key compo-
nent of the U.S. military’s effort to
funnel timely information to the
soldiers fighting Russian invad-
ers.

So far the results are mixed:
Generals and commanders have a
new way to put a full picture of
Russia’s movements and commu-
nications into one big, user-
friendly picture, employing algo-
rithms to predict where troops are
moving and where attacks might
happen.

But the American experience in
Ukraine has underscored how dif-

Modern Warfare Gets Mired in Ukraine Trenches
By DAVID E. SANGER
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Conflict Becomes a Lab
for New American

Technology

A Times reporter and her husband
bought a Chevrolet in December. Two
risk-profiling companies were getting
data on their driving ever since. PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-6

G.M. Helped Spy on Drivers
A company started by the former N.B.A.
player Channing Frye is bringing wine
to communities of color. PAGE D9

FOOD D1-10

A More Inclusive Flavor
Three men who were detained at the
notorious Abu Ghraib prison in Iraq are
suing a defense contractor that pro-
vided interrogation services. PAGE A17

NATIONAL A11-18

Jury Weighs Prisoner Abuse
All the talk of climate catastrophe hasn’t
caused a change in course. Maybe a
more upbeat approach will help. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-6

Apocalyptically Optimistic
Aaron Rodgers, brought in to lift the
Jets, has spent more time voicing con-
spiracy theories than playing. PAGE B7

SPORTS B7-10

Savior? Jets Aren’t So Sure.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s vilifi-
cation of India’s Muslims made clear he
saw few checks on his power. PAGE A5

INTERNATIONAL A4-10

The Brazenness of Modi

The 76ers and the Lakers took excep-
tion to officiating calls as they each
gave up late Game 2 leads. PAGE B10

Tough Calls, Tougher Finishes

Some with Republican-controlled legis-
latures want more, while Democrats
want less, fearing it could be used to
target patients or providers. PAGE A14

States Debate Abortion Data

The Justice Department agreed to pay
$138.7 million over the F.B.I.’s failure to
investigate gymnasts’ claims of sexual
abuse by the former doctor. PAGE A15

U.S. Settles in Nassar Case

The passage of a contentious bill puts
the U.K. closer to sending asylum seek-
ers to the African country. PAGE A9

Britain, Rwanda and Asylum
Bret Stephens PAGE A20

OPINION A20-21

Fish from nearby waters often don’t
appear on local menus. Below, golden
tilefish at a market in Brooklyn. PAGE D8

Seeking Local Seafood
The musician Judith Hill was close to
Michael Jackson and Prince. Now she is
writing her own story. PAGE C6

Getting Back on Track

The Federal Trade Commission
on Tuesday said employers could
no longer, in most cases, stop their
employees from going to work for
rival companies.

The sweeping action could help
create jobs, raise wages and in-
crease competition among busi-
nesses, the agency said. But the
action is all but certain to be chal-

lenged in court by businesses that
say they need to protect trade se-
crets and confidential informa-
tion.

The move bars contracts known
as noncompetes, which prevent
workers from leaving for a com-
petitor for a certain amount of
time, in most circumstances. Non-
competes cover about 30 million
U.S. workers, the trade commis-
sion said, in a variety of jobs that

include TV news producers, hair-
dressers, corporate executives
and computer engineers.

The commission has said the
proposal would raise wages by
forcing companies to compete

harder for talent. It was approved
in a 3-to-2 vote. Commissioners
Melissa Holyoak and Andrew N.
Ferguson, both Republicans,
voted against the measure.

“The F.T.C.’s final rule to ban
noncompetes will ensure Ameri-
cans have the freedom to pursue a
new job, start a new business or
bring a new idea to market,” the
commission’s chair, Lina M. Khan,

F.T.C. Bans Noncompete Clauses, Freeing Workers to Join Rivals
By J. EDWARD MORENO
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Move Expected to Face
Legal Challenges

THE WEATHER

Prices in Canada may be higher $4.00

Today, mostly cloudy, turning windy,
showers, a possible thunderstorm,
high 69. Tonight, drying out, becom-
ing clear, low 39. Tomorrow, sunny,
high 59. Weather map, Page A22.


