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SPRINGFIELD, N.J. — The
call came in around 4 p.m., while
Adam Abo Sheriah was still at
work in his pharmacy in New Jer-
sey. The voice on the other end
was sobbing.

It took a few minutes for Adam
to understand: His uncle’s home
in Gaza City had been hit by Is-
raeli airstrikes. His parents and
his brother’s family were inside,
taking shelter after their own
homes were bombed. Also struck
nearby was a block of multifamily
buildings in a neighborhood of
Gaza City, home to many relatives
and their families, who were hun-
kered down together.

It was the day before Thanks-
giving, and Adam’s pharmacy in
Paterson was packed with
customers, some of them picking
up turkeys he was giving away.
But Adam couldn’t stay. After the
call, he walked out in a daze. His
mind swirling with questions, he
got in his car and started driving
nowhere in particular.

While on the road, he picked up
his phone and started calling his
family in Gaza. His father didn’t

answer. Neither did his mother.
He tried his brothers. Nothing. He
tried every relative and friend.

Over the next eight hours, his
frantic calls continued, but few de-
tails emerged. Soon it was mid-
night in New Jersey. The sun was
just rising in Gaza. Reports were
finally starting to come in. His
family’s Gaza home was flattened,
the whole block was gone. Voices
beneath the rubble cried for help,
he was told. But there was no way
to dig them out. Eventually, the
voices fell silent. Adam’s youngest
brother, Ahmed, 37, the ambitious,
energetic civil engineer, the chil-
dren’s favorite who brought toys
and fireworks, was found dead in
the street.

Adam Abo Sheriah consoling his wife, Ola, as they looked through photos. “It’s hard to enjoy our life,” she said. “We feel guilty.”
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Beijing beer made with Ameri-
can hops, to highlight the trade re-
lationship between the two coun-
tries. Tibetan food, to send a hu-
man rights message. Mushrooms
with possible hallucinogenic prop-
erties, just because they taste
good.

Where, what and how Ameri-
can dignitaries eat when they visit
China is a serious matter. Choices
of restaurants and dishes are rife

with opportunities for geopolitical
symbolism, as well as controversy
and mockery. Chopstick skills —
or a lack thereof — can be a sign of
cultural competence or illiteracy.

An exorbitantly expensive meal
can make an official look out of
touch. Too cheap or informal, and

you risk appearing undignified.
Authenticity, history, cooking
technique and taste can all affect
the perception of a meal choice.

When Secretary of State
Antony J. Blinken started a trip
through China on Wednesday,
part of the Biden administration’s
efforts to stabilize the relationship
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People incarcerated in southern
Mississippi have been receiving
new sets of playing cards that
they can use to pass the time, but
the images on those cards are not
of the typical jacks, queens and
kings of other game sets. Instead,
they feature people whose mur-
ders or disappearances have been
unsolved for years.

The authorities hope that peo-
ple awaiting trial or serving sen-

tences will recognize someone
while playing with the cards and
offer information to help solve
some of those crimes.

The Mississippi Coast Crime
Stoppers, a nonprofit that helps
law enforcement generate tips in
unsolved cases, are distributing

2,500 decks. The card sets cost
about $6,000 to make and were
made possible by a grant from
Season of Justice, a nonprofit that
provides funding for investigative
agencies and families looking to
solve cold cases.

“We have nothing to lose,” said
Lori Massey, the chief executive
director of Mississippi Coast
Crime Stoppers. “These cases are
sitting on investigators’ desks. We
feel like one lead is better than no 

Hoping Prison Card Game Cracks a Cold Case
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The Biden administration said
on Friday that it was delaying a
decision on whether to ban men-
thol cigarettes, effectively quash-
ing a proposal that has divided
Black American voters and fueled
million-dollar lobbying cam-
paigns from the tobacco industry
in this presidential election year.

The White House has faced con-
siderable resistance from the cig-
arette companies that would lose
billions of dollars if they could no
longer sell menthol cigarettes. Op-
ponents took to the airwaves to
warn of a spike in cartel traffic
along the border from counterfeit
cigarette smuggling and of police
violence targeting Black residents
if a ban were in force.

Those efforts posed risks for
President Biden, whose support
among Black voters has at times
slipped in recent months.

Some of Mr. Biden’s top health
officials have said a ban would
save lives and protect against
lung cancer, which is a higher risk
for Black smokers, who have his-
torically favored menthol ciga-
rettes and are heavily targeted by
tobacco companies.

“This rule has garnered historic
attention, and the public comment
period has yielded an immense
amount of feedback, including
from various elements of the civil
rights and criminal justice move-
ment,” Xavier Becerra, the health
and human services secretary,
said in a statement. “It’s clear that
there are still more conversations
to have, and that will take signifi-
cantly more time.”

The decision highlighted a de-
bate among senior federal offi-
cials over how to weigh the politi-
cal and legal consequences of a
ban against public health.

A White House spokeswoman
declined to comment and referred
to Mr. Becerra’s statement.

Mr. Becerra, the administra-
tion’s highest-ranking federal
health official, said in an interview
earlier this year that he had con-
tinued to push the White House to
support the ban.

“We started to pull together all 
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Menthol brands have long been
marketed to Black smokers.
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NEWS ANALYSIS

WASHINGTON — Before the
Supreme Court heard arguments
on Thursday on former Presi-
dent Donald J. Trump’s claim
that he is immune from prosecu-
tion, his stance was widely seen
as a brazen and cynical bid to
delay his trial. The practical
question in the case, it was
thought, was not whether the
court would rule against him but
whether it would act quickly
enough to allow the trial to go
forward before the 2024 election.

Instead, members of the
court’s conservative majority
treated Mr. Trump’s assertion
that he could not face charges
that he tried to subvert the 2020
election as a weighty and diffi-
cult question. They did so, said
Pamela Karlan, a law professor
at Stanford, by averting their
eyes from Mr. Trump’s conduct.

“What struck me most about
the case was the relentless ef-
forts by several of the justices on
the conservative side not to focus
on, consider or even acknowl-
edge the facts of the actual case
in front of them,” she said.

They said as much. “I’m not
discussing the particular facts of
this case,” Justice Samuel A.
Alito Jr. said, instead positing an
alternate reality in which a grant
of immunity “is required for the
functioning of a stable democrat-
ic society, which is something
that we all want.”

Immunity is needed, he said,
to make sure the incumbent
president has reason to “leave
office peacefully” after losing an
election.

Justice Alito explained: “If an
incumbent who loses a very
close, hotly contested election
knows that a real possibility after
leaving office is not that the
president is going to be able to
go off into a peaceful retirement
but that the president may be
criminally prosecuted by a bitter
political opponent, will that not
lead us into a cycle that destabil-
izes the functioning of our coun-
try as a democracy?”

Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson
took a more straightforward
approach. “If the potential for
criminal liability is taken off the
table, wouldn’t there be a signifi-
cant risk that future presidents
would be emboldened to commit
crimes with abandon while
they’re in office?” she asked.

Supreme Court arguments are
usually dignified and staid,
weighed down by impenetrable
jargon and focused on subtle
shifts in legal doctrine. Thurs-
day’s argument was different.

It featured “some jaw-drop-
ping moments,” said Melissa
Murray, a law professor at New
York University.

Michael Dorf, a law professor
at Cornell, said that “the appar-
ent lack of self-awareness on the 

Some Justices
Look Beyond
Facts of Case

Focus Put on Theories,
Not Trump’s Conduct

By ADAM LIPTAK

Continued on Page A15
BRENDAN HOFFMAN FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

A celebration for one of the country’s founders at a school renamed for fallen brothers. Page A4.
In Ukraine’s West, Honoring Old and New Heroes

The scene was as raucous as the
rest of the montage that has
played out for days at colleges
around the nation: Demonstra-
tors swarming and calling for a
permanent cease-fire in the Is-
rael-Hamas war. A leafy quad
strewn with camping equipment.
Police officers wearing helmets
and face shields.

But in Los Angeles, the talk has
been less about what was happen-
ing than about where it was hap-
pening: at the University of
Southern California, a private,
144-year-old West Coast institu-
tion hardly known for intense po-
litical rebellion.

“This is not the first university
you think of when you think of pro-
tests and occupying the central
quad and confronting the police,”
said Zev Yaroslavsky, a former
longtime Los Angeles County su-
pervisor and city councilman.
“Berkeley and Harvard? Sure.
But U.S.C.?”

Entwined for generations with
Los Angeles’s power structure,
U.S.C. has long held a special
place in the nation’s second-larg-
est city — not just as a school, but
also as a community pillar in a
sprawling metropolis where fixed
points are hard to find.

From the start, the university
was a local project, founded in
1880 in a mustard field donated by
early Los Angeles real estate de-
velopers and bankers. Its donors
and alumni include a who’s who of
Southern California show busi-
ness, law, medicine and com-
merce. The mayor of Los Angeles,
Karen Bass, attended U.S.C.; so
did Rick Caruso, the real estate
mogul she defeated in 2022.

For years, U.S.C. was regarded 
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