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The items read like a treasure
trove of riches for New York roy-
alty. A 10-room apartment in a lux-
ury cooperative one block from
Central Park. A vintage convert-
ible once owned by Lauren Bacall.
Joe DiMaggio’s No. 5 Yankees jer-
sey, signed and framed.

On Tuesday, the owner of these
valuables, Rudolph W. Giuliani,
80, was to surrender them all, and
more, to two election poll workers
in Georgia, whom he defamed and
who won a $148 million judgment
in a lawsuit.

The order, by a Federal District
Court judge last week, is an epi-
logue of sorts. Mr. Giuliani was
once a respected mayor who fash-
ioned himself as the quintessen-
tial New Yorker. And he was a
leader admired far beyond the
city before aligning himself with
Donald J. Trump and promoting

election conspiracy theories that
cost him his reputation, his voca-
tion and his broad appeal.

Barring any reconsideration by
the court, Mr. Giuliani stands to
lose something just as precious —
his carefully curated New York
identity, built over decades in the
spotlight, one trophy at a time. For

Last Relics of Giuliani’s Heyday
Join a Court-Ordered Fire Sale

By STEFANOS CHEN

Three World Series Yankees
rings won’t be seized. For now.

CHIP SOMODEVILLA/GETTY IMAGES

Continued on Page A23

Every now and then, someone
will wander into the parking lot of
the sprawling apartment complex
in Brooklyn where Ezra Askotzky
works and start staring inquisi-
tively at the ground.

By now, Mr. Askotzky knows
what they are looking for: a small
plaque that marks the location of
home plate at Ebbets Field, the
long-ago-dismantled home of the
Brooklyn Dodgers.

Mr. Askotzky, 28, the mainte-
nance manager for the Ebbets
Field Apartments, or one of his
staff members will emerge — of-
ten wielding one of the wooden
bats they keep in their office as
props for pictures — and momen-
tarily assume the role of tour
guide.

“At this location on April 15,
1947, Jack Roosevelt Robinson In-
tegrated Major League Baseball,”
the plaque reads.

“People come all the way out
here just to see something that
means so much to them,” said Mr.
Askotzky, who started working at
the Crown Heights complex in
2021 after moving from Milwau-
kee. “It’s not a big deal for us just
to go out there and give someone a
bat and offer to take their picture.
You see the smile, and that makes
it worth it.”

The Dodgers moved to Los An-
geles before the 1958 season, and
two years later Ebbets Field was
razed. In 1962, the Ebbets Field
Apartments rose up in its place.

Now, with the Yankees and the
Dodgers competing in the World
Series, the plaque that gets a
small handful of visitors most
days is now seeing a few groups
almost every hour.

And Mr. Askotzky and his staff
of 40 or so maintenance workers
and porters have become unwit-
ting, and generally ungrudging,
caretakers of this almost-hidden

vestige of the franchise’s lore.
On Monday, hours before Game

3 of the World Series in the Bronx,
Phillip Duke, a maintenance
staffer who has worked at the
complex for more than 20 years,
was crouched on the sidewalk, us-
ing a cordless drill with a brush bit
to burnish the plaque.

At one point, Adam Aguilar and
Osvaldo Heredia, two friends vis-

iting the city from San
Bernardino, Calif., wandered hesi-
tantly into the parking lot.

“We’re looking for the home
plate marker,” Mr. Heredia said.

“Oh, we sold it this morning,”
one of the porters said, with a
straight face. “For $1.5 million. It’s
gone.”

The friends looked at each 

In Brooklyn, Humble Touch of Home for the Long-Gone Dodgers
By ANDREW KEH

A Brooklyn apartment worker cleaned a plaque marking the location of home plate at Ebbets Field.
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Days before Donald J. Trump
became president in 2017, he
promised to rein in his company’s
freewheeling ways, assuring the
American people that his family
business would not “take advan-
tage of” his presidency.

Nearly eight years later, he is
making no such promises.

The former and possibly future
president is cashing in on a varie-
ty of new ventures as he seeks a
second term, without offering to
reinstate the guardrails from his
first, according to financial filings
and interviews with people famil-
iar with his finances.

The ethics plan Mr. Trump im-
posed on himself when he was in
the White House had limitations
and its share of critics, but would
prohibit much of this current deal-
making.

Even if Mr. Trump eventually
agrees to forgo future foreign
business — the centerpiece of that
earlier plan — the recent deals
will probably be grandfathered in,
because his company moved
swiftly to announce them well
ahead of any potential new con-
straints, one of the people said.

This year alone, the Trump Or-
ganization struck real estate deals
in Vietnam, Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates, countries
that are central to American for-
eign policy interests.

Mr. Trump also turned his social
media platform into a publicly
traded company whose shares
could be bought by foreigners.
And he recently unveiled a cryp-
tocurrency venture that might
face oversight from federal regu-
lators who are appointed by the
president.

The convergence of Mr.
Trump’s business and political in-
terests poses a series of looming
conflicts even greater than those
he encountered as president. 

TRUMP PORTENDS
ETHICS CONCERNS
LARGER THAN ’16

NO PROMISES OF LIMITS

Recent Deals Make Him
More Entangled With

Foreign Interests

This article is by Ben Protess,
Maggie Haberman and Eric Lipton.
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JERUSALEM — The Israeli
military on Tuesday hit a town in
the northern Gaza Strip for the
third time in just over a week,
striking a residential building and
killing dozens of people, Gazan of-
ficials said, as Israel intensified its
offensive in the territory after
more than a year of war.

The Palestinian Civil Defense, a
Gazan emergency service, said at
least 55 people had been killed in
the strike in the town of Beit
Lahia. Gaza’s Health Ministry put
the toll higher, saying that at least
93 people had been killed, includ-
ing 25 children.

The Israeli military, which as-
serts it is fighting a regrouped Ha-
mas presence in northern Gaza,
said that it was “aware of reports
that civilians were harmed” and
was looking into the details. The
area was previously evacuated, it
said, and was “an active combat
zone.”

Matthew Miller, a U.S. State De-
partment spokesman, called the
strike in Beit Lahia “a horrifying
incident with a horrifying result”
and noted that many of the chil-
dren reportedly killed had proba-
bly fled strikes in other parts of
Gaza. He said the Biden adminis-
tration had contacted the Israeli
government for more informa-
tion.

Hamas condemned the strike
as a “horrific massacre” and de-
manded international action to
stop Israel.

Israeli forces struck another
residential block in Beit Lahia on
Sunday, killing and wounding doz-
ens, according to the civil defense
service. They also hit a residential
building in the town on Oct. 20,
killing dozens of people, Palestin-
ian officials and emergency work-
ers said.

Israel’s recent strikes in north-
ern Gaza have underscored its
struggle to defeat Hamas in a last-
ing way, with the group fighting as
a guerrilla force after the decima-
tion of most of its military battal-

Dozens Killed
As Israelis Hit
Northern Gaza

Another Effort to Quell 
Hamas in the Area

This article is by Hiba Yazbek,
Rawan Sheikh Ahmad, Aaron Box-
erman and Michael Levenson.
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Palestinian workers removed a body in Beit Lahia, Gaza, on Tuesday. The State Department called the strike “a horrifying incident.”
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VESTIGE OF PANDEMIC Covid-19
became a proxy for a debate over
trust in government. PAGE A21

DOUBLE STANDARD? Some say
that Kamala Harris is being held
to a higher bar. PAGE A19

2024 ELECTION

MIAMI — Florida’s days as a
presidential battleground are by-
gone. No longer do candidates
drop in every few days during
campaign season. No longer do
voters get bombarded with their
ads. Nor is there more than a
whisper of doubt that the state will
vote Republican.

Presidential elections in Florida
used to be decided by the
slimmest of margins — none slim-
mer than the 537 votes that, after
an infamous recount, won George
W. Bush the White House in 2000.
Republicans and Democrats
waged fierce campaigns during
the two decades that followed as
Florida, rich in electoral votes, be-
came the largest swing state.

In the past four years, the Flor-
ida Democratic Party has with-
ered and struggled to rebuild.
Democrats have lost their edge in
registered voters and are now out-
numbered by more than one mil-
lion Republicans. They have not
won a statewide seat since 2018.
National fund-raising has all but
dried up.

The loss of Florida as a source of
electoral votes looms large as 

Why Florida
Is No Longer

Up for Grabs
By PATRICIA MAZZEI
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On her first day of work, the
young bioengineering major
climbed down the basement steps
of a cancer laboratory in Berkeley,
Calif., and caught sight of some-
one summarily beheading a
mouse.

The student, Elizabeth Vargis,
felt faint. She grasped for a chair. A
child of Indian immigrants whose
dipping grades had just cost her a
scholarship, she reckoned her dif-
ficulty staying upright spelled the
end of her research career, too.

Her new boss, Shyamala
Gopalan Harris, took a different
view. A slight woman of 5 feet with
a siren of a laugh, Dr. Gopalan
Harris listened a few days later as
her student reproached herself for
being an inadequate scientist, and
then cut in with a question: “Did
you eat that day?”

The younger biologist had not.
“You have to eat!”

The reply was not exactly warm
— more “are you stupid?” than
“I’m so sorry you fainted,” Ms.
Vargis said. Nor was it as ready-
made for a meme as Dr. Gopalan
Harris’s aphorisms, like the one
about the coconut tree, that
caught the imagination of voters
online during her daughter Kama-
la Harris’s presidential campaign.

But in the professor’s admoni-
tion, Ms. Vargis heard an echo of
her own Indian aunties, and an af-
firmation that she belonged in a
scientific world where neither she
nor her professor had ever felt en-
tirely at home.

“She wanted me to be in that
room,” said Ms. Vargis, who

earned her doctorate and now
runs a lab at Utah State Univer-
sity, a career that she credits in
part to Dr. Gopalan Harris. “She
wanted to give everybody a
chance, an equal chance.”

Dr. Gopalan Harris died of can-
cer in 2009, around six years after
that encounter. This fall, she has
become perhaps the most recog-
nizable character in her daugh-
ter’s campaign biography. In
speeches, Ms. Harris has often
leaned on the memory of the per-
son she calls her greatest influ-
ence: the “brown woman with an
accent” who left India at 19 and
spurned convention to marry a Ja-
maican man and settle in the
United States.

But the vice president’s telling
of the story has tended to elide her
mother’s more defiant attitudes
toward racism and misogyny in
her chosen country, according to
interviews with more than 20 peo-

A Scientist Who Taught Her Daughter Tenacity
By BENJAMIN MUELLER Harris’s Mother Had a

Rebellious Spirit in a
Staid Lab Culture
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An attack on a Vietnamese fishing boat
tests Hanoi’s muted but resolute ap-
proach to Beijing’s aggression. PAGE A4

INTERNATIONAL A4-9

Clashes in South China Sea
Scott Burton, who died in 1989, left his
estate to MoMA. It was a bad idea.
Above, some of his works. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-8

A Sculptor’s Forgotten Legacy
Some of the city’s most famous pizza
places didn’t make our list, while other
spots stood out. Above, a pie from Seppe
Pizza Bar on Staten Island. PAGE D6

FOOD D1-10

New York’s 25 Best Pizzerias

Seeing holiday tunes as big business,
the music industry wants to expand the
market for Halloween hits. PAGE C1

Beyond the ‘Monster Mash’
A stalled “victory plan” and steep chal-
lenges on the battlefield leave Kyiv
searching for a Plan B. PAGE A8

An Endgame for Ukraine
The team has not won the Stanley Cup
since the mid-1960s, but its supporters
hang in there. PAGE B6

Pity the Poor Maple Leafs Fan

Thomas L. Friedman PAGE A24

OPINION A24-25

If the goal is to keep politics off the
field, should Nick Bosa face discipline
for wearing a MAGA hat? PAGE B7

SPORTS B6-9

N.F.L. and Political Expression

On average, wages have risen faster
than prices in recent years. But the
overall picture is complicated — and it’s
not just facts versus “vibes.” PAGE B1

BUSINESS B1-5

Not All Pay Outpaced Inflation
One of the defendants in the long-run-
ning racketeering trial of the Atlanta
rapper Young Thug and his crew has
agreed to a plea deal. PAGE A22

NATIONAL A10-23

Progress in Delayed RICO Trial

Teri Garr, an Oscar nominee for “Toot-
sie,” was also a favorite guest on late-
night TV and a three-time host of “Sat-
urday Night Live.” She was 79. PAGE B11

OBITUARIES B10-12

Comic Actress in Offbeat Roles

THE WEATHER

Prices in Canada may be higher $4.00

Today, a mixture of sun and clouds,
turning warmer, high 73. Tonight,
some sun, mild, low 60. Tomorrow,
sunny, breezy, near-record warmth,
high 79. Weather map, Page A22.


