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D I G I TA L A C T I VAT I O N U - T I N D E X

The developer remaking Hor-
tonPlazamall intoamixed-useof-
fice campus has unveiled plans to
erect two 420-foot-tall residential
skyscrapersonthe10-acreproper-
ty between First and Fourth ave-
nues intheheartofdowntownSan
Diego.

Lastmonth, real estate invest-
ment firmStockdaleCapitalPart-
ners announced that it expects to
break ground on a 40-story tower
with 518 apartments and ground-
floor retail at the site of the former
Macy’s store in the secondquarter
of 2025. Completion is anticipated
in late 2027.

The developer said it is also
looking to build a second 40-story
tower with 332 apartments on a
surfaceparking lotalongGStreet,
although its timing depends on

marketdynamics.
The residential endeavor

comes as the developer prepares
to open its long-awaited Campus
atHorton inOctober.

“Wehadalwaysanticipateddo-
ing some towers as we moved
through the first phase of Horton,
which is now being completed
with some tenancy,” said Dan
Michaels, who is Stockdale’sman-
aging director. “The idea is, OK,
this project will be wrapped up in
terms of construction. It’s finally
starting to take form, and tenants
will start building out space in
2024. So nowwe’re in the planning
phase with the ability to put shov-
els in the ground in 2025 anddeliv-
er800-plusunitsacrosstheMacy’s
site and the site in the back of the
property.”

Michaels declined to share the

A statue of 19th century real estate developer Alonzo Horton stands outside the construction fence as work continues on the for-
mer Horton Plaza shopping mall in downtown San Diego. Its replacement, Campus at Horton, is expected to open in October.
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HORTON PLAZA DEVELOPER
PLANS 40-STORY TOWERS

Property owner Stockdale Capital to build
two high-rises with total of 850 apartments

A rendering of the 40-story residential tower planned for the
former Macy’s store at Horton Plaza.

STOCKDALE CAPITAL PARTNERS

BY JENNIFER VAN GROVE
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WASHINGTON
The Supreme Court agreed

Friday to decide whether former
President Donald Trump is eligi-
ble for Colorado’s Republican pri-
mary ballot, thrusting the justices
into a pivotal role that could alter
the course of this year’s presi-
dential election.

The sweep of the court’s ruling
is likely to be broad. It will prob-
ably resolve not only whether
Trump may appear on the Col-
orado primary ballot after the
state’s top court declared that he
had engaged in insurrection in his
efforts to subvert the 2020 elec-
tion, but it will most likely also de-
termine his eligibility to run in the
general election and to hold office
at all.

Not since Bush v. Gore, the
2000 decision that handed the
presidency toGeorgeW.Bush,has
the Supreme Court taken such a
central role in an election for the
nation’s highest office.

The case will be argued Feb. 8,
and the court will probably decide
it quickly. The Colorado Republi-
canPartyhadurgedthe justicesto
rule by March 5, when many
states, including Colorado, hold
primaries.

The number of challenges to
Trump’s eligibility across the
country canonly have addedpres-
sure on the court to hear the Col-
orado case, as they underscored
the need for a nationwide resolu-
tionof thequestion.

The case is one of several in-
volving or affecting Trump on the
court’s docket or on the horizon.
An appeals court will hear argu-
mentsTuesday onwhether hehas
absolute immunity from prose-
cution,andthelosingside isallbut
certain to appeal. And the court
has already said that itwill rule on
the scopeof a central charge in the
federal election-interference case
in adecision expectedbyJune.

Trump asked the Supreme
Court to intervene after Col-
orado’s top court disqualified him
from the ballot last month. That
decision is on hold while the jus-
tices consider thematter.

JenaGriswold, Colorado’s sec-
retaryof state, urged theSupreme
Court to act fast.

“Coloradans, and the Ameri-
can people, deserve clarity on
whether someone who engaged in
insurrectionmayrun for thecoun-
try’s highest office,” she said in a
statement.

Trump acknowledged the
court’sdecision tohear the caseat
a rally Friday in Sioux Center,
Iowa, saying he hoped the justices
would fairly interpret the law. “All I
want is fair; I fought really hard to
get three very, very good people
in,” he said, referring to his ap-
pointees. He added, “And I just
hope that they’re going to be fair
because, you know, the other side

COURT TO
RULE ON
TRUMP
BALLOT
QUESTION
Justices to determine
whether Colo. ruling
on eligibility stands
BY ADAM LIPTAK

SEE COURT • A5

Ahalf-centsalestax increaseto
help pay for road repairs, carpool
lanes, and expanded bus and rail
transportation in San Diego
County has qualified for theNov. 5
ballot.

The San Diego County Regis-
trar of Voters this week validated
more than 127,000 of the almost

173,000 signatures submitted, ex-
ceeding the requiredminimum of
113,215 valid signatures to qualify
the initiative.

“After more than two years of
organizing, Environmental
Health Coalition, transit riders,
and community advocates are
proud the transit measure will be
on the 2024 ballot,” CarolinaMar-
tinez, Climate Justice campaign
director, said inanews releaseFri-
day.

“Currently, 70 percent of jobs
are not reachable by public tran-
sit,” shesaid. “This forcesSanDie-
gans into congested streets and

highways, which are leading con-
tributors to climate change and
air pollution in the San Diego re-
gion.

“By increasing service, fre-
quency and access, the measure
will help build our economy, clean
our air and achieve our climate
goals,”Martinez said.

If approved by voters, the so-
called “Measure to Fund San Di-
egoCountyTransportation, Infra-
structure, and Safety Projects
Through a Half-Cent Sales Tax”
would help pay for shoring up the
crumbling coastal railroad route
that is the only connection for

freight and passenger trains be-
tweenSanDiegoandLosAngeles.

It also would create thousands
of jobsandhelppay foraproposed
rail connection to SanDiego’s air-
port, safety improvements for
bridges, sidewalks and bike lanes,
and to ensure transit passes are
available for seniors, youngpeople
and thedisabled.

The measure would provide
millions of dollars annually for the
SanDiego Association of Govern-
ments, or SANDAG, the region’s
top transportation and planning
agency. SANDAG has laid out an

TRANSIT-RELATED TAX HIKE MAKES BALLOT
Voters to decide on
half-cent bump for bus,
rail, road improvements
BY PHIL DIEHL
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WASHINGTON
The family of SanDiegan Ashli

Babbitt filed a $30 million wrong-
fuldeath lawsuitonFridayagainst
the U.S. government, alleging a
Capitol Police officer was negli-
gent and did not have legal justifi-
cation to shoot and kill her during
the Jan. 6, 2021, attack on the U.S.
Capitol.

The lawsuit, brought by the
conservative group Judicial
Watch on behalf of Babbitt’s fam-

ily, takes aim at the officer who
shot Babbitt, Michael Byrd, along
with the Capitol Police for negli-
gent supervisionand training.

The lawsuit alleges Babbitt, a
35-year-old Air Force veteran, was
“ambushed”byByrdwithout “any
warnings or commands.”

The Justice Department de-
clined to bring charges and the
Capitol Police cleared Byrd, who
has since been promoted to cap-
tain. The Capitol Police is not
named as a defendant in the law-
suit, which was filed in U.S. Dis-
trict Court for the Southern Dis-
trict ofCalifornia.

Babbitt was a pro-Trump riot-
erwhostormedtheCapitolduring
the Jan. 6, 2021, assault. Byrd fa-

FAMILY OF ASHLI BABBITT FILES
LAWSUIT OVER JAN. 6 SHOOTING
San Diego woman was
killed by police officer
during attack on Capitol
U-T NEWS SERVICES
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Lauren Martin of
San Diego enjoys
a book — and the
sunshine — at
Kate Sessions
Park on Friday.
Cooler weather is
expected this
weekend, with
overnight lows
dropping into the
30s in low-lying
areas. Strong
winds are likely
along the coast
and in the moun-
tains and des-
erts. Story, B1. MEG MCLAUGHLIN U-T

A LITTLE
CHILL IN
THE AIR
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