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President approves 
CARS program 

extension 
for 5 years

By CHINO LEYCO and ELLALYN DE VERA-RUIZ

The Department of Budget 
and Management (DBM) has 
released ₱7.68 billion for the 
targeted cash transfer (TCT) 

program that will benefit over 7.5 mil-
lion poor Filipinos.

Budget Secretary Amenah 
F. Pangandaman said the DBM 

DBM releases DBM releases ₱₱7.6-B7.6-B
‘ayuda’ for 7.5 M Pinoys‘ayuda’ for 7.5 M Pinoys

VP Duterte resigns 
from Lakas-CMD
By ARGYLL CYRUS GEDUCOS

Vice President Sara Duterte has re-
signed from Lakas-Christian Muslim 
Democrats (Lakas-CMD) only months 
after being reelected as the party’s 
chairperson.

Duterte announced this early Friday 
morning, May 19, two days after for-
mer president and Pampanga 2nd 
District Rep. Gloria 
M a c a p a -
gal Arroyo 

was replaced as senior deputy speaker 
at the House of Representatives. Ar-
royo, who commands respect in the 
300-strong House of 
Representatives, is the 
chairperson emeritus 
of Lakas-
CMD.

What’s for lunch 
with the EU 

Ambassador?

Wilbert Ross 
enjoying the best 

of both worlds

By ELLSON QUISMORIO
  
House Deputy Speaker and Pam-

panga 2nd District Rep. Gloria Maca-
pagal Arroyo has responded to rumors 
she was hatching a coup against 
Speaker Martin Romualdez.

“When I learned there were re-
ports that I was suspected of plotting 
a ‘coup’ against Speaker Romualdez, I 
decided I must speak out to clarify my 
political position,” Arroyo, a former 
president and House speaker, said in 
a lengthy statement sent to House 
reporters late Thursday night, 
May 18.

“Indeed, some of my actions may 
have been misconstrued, such as my 
recent trip with a delegation of con-
gressmen to Korea for some official 
meetings,” she said, referring to a trip 
there that took place during the recent 
summer break in Congress.

In her statement, Arroyo admitted 
to previously having plans to once 
again become House speaker at the 
start of the 19th Congress, with Presi-
dent Marcos at the country’s helm.

“When President Marcos won, 
I wanted to aspire for the speaker-
ship of the House. But it 
soon became apparent he 

Arroyo responds to alleged 
coup plot vs Romualdez
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MILITARY MUSCLE — The BRP 
Antonio Luna, a guided-
missile frigate, releases full 
fighter chaff decoy even 
as a Philippine Navy (PN) 
anti-submarine helicopter 
(upper left photo) drops a 
dummy lightweight torpedo 
during the PN’s capability 
demonstration held off 
the coast of San Antonio, 
Zambales, in the vicinity 
of the West Philippine Sea 
on Friday, May 19, 2023. 
President Ferdinand R. Marcos 
Jr.  witnessed the military 
exercise.  Story on Page 2. 
(Ali Vicoy)
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NEGOSYO MEET — Puregold's Sari-Sari Store Negosyo Convention 2023 got off to an auspicious start at the World Trade Center in Pasay City on Thursday, May 18, 2023. Top officials 
of the retail chain led the opening ceremony of the three-day event, along with heads of Fast Moving Consumer Goods (FMCG) companies. Among those in attendance were Cosco 
Capital Group Chairman Lucio Co, Puregold Chairperson Susan Co and Puregold President Vincent Co.

VICE PRESIDENT SARA DUTERTE (File photo)

By EMMIE ABADILLA

The Maritime Industry Authority-
National Capital Region (MARINA-
NCR) has revoked the Certificate of 
Public Convenience of RDC Reield 
Marine Services, Inc. (RDC), the ship-
ping company that owns and operates 
the MT Princess Empress, the tanker 
which caused a massive oil spill in Ori-
ental Mindoro and other areas.

The revocation, contained 

MARINA revokes 
license of ship firm
involved in oil spill

President Marcos welcomed a 
proposal to create the Private Sec-
tor Jobs and Skills Corp. (PSJSC) to 
upgrade the skills of the Filipino 
workforce, address jobs and skills 
mismatch, and generate more jobs.

This developed after Marcos met 
with the Private Sector Advisory 
Council-Job Sector Group (PSAC-
JSG) in Malacañang on Thursday, 
May 18.

In his remarks, the Presi-

PBBM boosts 
public-private 
tie-up for jobs
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The Metropolitan Waterworks 
and Sewerage System (MWSS) has 
assured the public that there will be 
no water shortage in Metro Manila 
amid the threat posed by El Niño.

MWSS Administrator Leonor 
Cleofas said they have prepared 
“for the worst” in anticipation of 
the possible impacts of El Niño in 
the capital region.

“We prepare for El Niño wheth-
er it is mild, moderate, or strong. 
We prepare for the worst,” Cleo-
fas said at a hearing of the House 

Committee on Metro Manila De-
velopment on the depleting water 
supply in the region on Wednesday, 
May 17.

Cleofas said water interruption 
occurs since Maynilad lowered its 
water production in its treatment 
plant in Putatan, Muntinlupa. She 
said Maynilad is currently pro-
ducing 200 million liters per day 
(MLD), from 300 MLD, due to the 
“turbid” water of Laguna Lake.

The Laguna Lake Neph-
elometric Turbidity Units 

No water shortage despite 
El Niño threat, MWSS assures


