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“For I heard them say, ‘Let us go to Dothan.’” — Genesis 37:17

MICHELLE MANN
mmann@dothaneagle.com

ARITON — An Ariton native
called “the real deal, polished
and professional, a man with a
servant’s heart,” is named this
year’s Alabama State Trooper
Association Member of the Year.

The Alabama State Trooper
Association is comprised of
more than 1,000 members who
are active or retired employees of
the Alabama Law Enforcement
Agency — called previously the
Alabama Department of Public
Safety — and retired Alabama
State Troopers.

At the association board meet-
ing earlier this month, Alabama
Law Enforcement Agency State
Trooper Cpl. James “Andy”
Phillips was selected for the top
honor by the trooper association
committee from a field of nomi-
nees received from each trooper
post.

Phillips is a member of ALEA’s
Capitol Patrol, part of the Pro-
tective Services Division, and
serves as commander of the
state trooper’s ceremonial honor
guard, a team responsible for

providing honors at the funerals
of active duty and retired troop-
ers.

Phillips was recognized as
Member of the Year for his ac-
tions while off duty in 2022 to
save a Barbour County man’s
life. He is credited with imme-
diately jumping into action on
an off-duty day upon hearing a
911 call over the police scanner
to a residence about four miles
from his home,” according to
his nomination. “A tire had ex-
ploded and seriously injured a
man.”

Phillips arrived in his personal
vehicle with first-aid equipment,
and using combat gauze and a
tourniquet, he applied pressure
to the man’s wounds as a Bar-
bour County Sheriff’s deputy
drove them to meet paramedics
in a nearby town. The family has
said their loved one would not be
with them had Cpl. Phillips not
responded. “I don’t consider
what I did extraordinary,” said
Phillips. “I am a public servant.
That is what I do.”

Dale native named State Trooper
Association ‘Member of the Year’

SARAH ROBINSON
srobinson@oanow.com

Since 1908, the Dothan Eagle
has been proud to serve as your
leading provider of local news in
the place we call home.

From public schools to public
safety, from start-ups to soccer,
from the arts to local govern-
ment, we have been commit-
ted for decades to informing,
educating and entertaining our
readers. And we couldn’t do it
without your support of our local
journalists who produce import-
ant work like our coverage on the
Houston County Farm Center
deal. More than ever, we’re ded-
icated to providing that type of
unique local journalism.

Our commitment to being the
strongest local news provider
remains steadfast, but we also
continue to change with the
habits of our readers. Today, the
communities we serve are dif-
ferent, just as infrastructure, the
housing market and businesses,
and we at the Dothan Eagle are
evolving, too.

Also, as we’ve adjusted to
changing news consumption
habits, we’ve adapted to some
outside forces affecting the lo-
cal news industry, such as shifts
in advertising trends, increas-
ing newsprint costs and the job
market.

With all of that in mind, and in
an effort to preserve the excellent

local news coverage you’re used
to, I’m writing to let you know
that starting June 20, the print
edition of the Dothan Eagle will
move to a different publication
schedule, with delivery three
days each week: Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday. In addition,
your newspaper will transition
from being delivered by a tradi-
tional newspaper delivery carrier
to mail delivery by the U.S. Postal
Service.

The new three-day print fre-
quency certainly represents
a shift in your newspaper ex-
perience. But fewer days of
print doesn’t mean less of the

Your expanded Dothan Eagle coming soon

ADAM SPARKS ,ASPARKS@OANOW.COM

Alabama state editor Sarah Robinson

One day years ago, I hap-
pened to be “in charge” at
work for a day or two, and

one afternoon, a cascading se-
ries of snafus made it clear that
the paper wasn’t going to get
out on time. Being late was a big
deal, and I was brimming with
anxiety. There was no telling
when the product would reach
the last process in the mailroom
before the loading dock, which

was Mr. Alley’s
domain. In the
early evening, I
made my way to
his department
and found him
at his desk in an
area separated
from the large
concrete room by
a metal cage. Mr.

Alley was a big guy, an imposing
figure with a ubiquitous unlit
stogie and an expression that
did not invite chitchat. I stepped
into the cage and told him what
was going on, and that he could
count on everything being at
least an hour late, maybe two. I
braced myself for a tirade.

Mr. Alley never broke eye
contact with me as he removed
the nubby tobacco knot from
his mouth and spoke: “You
know, in all the years I have
worked here, nobody has ever
come down and given me a
heads-up about things going
sideways,” he said. “I really ap-
preciate it.”

Then he told me not to worry
about it, that they’d most
likely be able to make up the
time between the press and the
dock. We visited a bit, and then
I went back upstairs feeling a
great deal of relief.

When Mr. Alley died a year
or so later, I went to his funeral.
When I walked into the small
brick church in Bay Springs, the
first person I encountered was
Robert Byrd, the funeral direc-
tor. “Bill Perkins, I swan! You go
to more funerals than I do!”

As I stepped from the ves-
tibule into the sanctuary, the
pews were filled, and everyone
was looking back to see who
Robert was talking to. Other
than Robert, I didn’t know a
soul. But Mr. Alley was so pop-
ular that people were sitting in
the aisles in wooden ladderback
chairs. The service was extraor-
dinary. The cigar-chomping
foreman no one thought to loop
in on workflow issues was well-
loved and highly regarded in his
church community. He’d had a
tremendous singing voice tai-
lor-made for old-time church
music and, fittingly, his fellow
gospel crooners sang him home.

Riding
with Mr.
Sunshine

JAY HARE, DOTHAN EAGLE

DOTHAN HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 2023
Dothan High School graduates celebrate their milestone as they wait to receive their diplomas during graduation exercises at The
Crossing at Big Creek Amphitheater on Saturday morning. VIEW: To watch a video of the graduation, point your smartphone camera at
the QR code, then tap the link.

COURTESY PHOTO

Alabama State Trooper Association “Member of the Year” Cpl. James
“Andy” Phillips, center, is congratulated by his wife of one month
Melissa, an instructor at the State Trooper Academy in Selma, right,
and his supervisor Sgt. Tommy Horton, left. “We met through both
serving on the honor guard,” said Phillips. “That’s how our love story
came about.”
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