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A policy study published last 
week concludes California can 
best advance its oil supply-related 
climate goals by resuming and 
possibly expanding the disputed 
oilfield buffer zones being put 
before statewide voters next year.

Researchers led by the Univer-
sity of California, Santa Barbara 
found so-called setbacks enforc-
ing minimum distances between 
oilfield facilities and sensitive sites 
like homes would cut greenhouse 
gas emissions more effectively 
than two other supply-side strat-
egies they focused on: imposing a 

carbon tax or an excise tax.
Buffers would also protect 

public health better, the report 
says, and cost fewer jobs in 
disadvantaged communities — 
but they would take away more 
employment statewide than either 
of the other two options studied.

The study that came out 
Thursday in the academic journal 
Nature Energy, titled “Equitable 
low-carbon transition pathways 
for California’s oil extraction,” 
carries no state authority; indeed, 
3,200-foot setbacks approved 
last year have been put on hold 
pending a referendum set for 
November 2024. But the research 

adds understanding to a hotly 
contested topic in Kern, including 
what buffers would and would not 
be expected to accomplish.

Environmental justice groups 
and others advocate setbacks 
because research suggests prox-
imity to oil and gas wells is asso-
ciated with health problems such 
as adverse birth outcomes, heart 
disease and respiratory diseases 
including asthma.

The oil industry says no formal 
correlation has been established 
supporting a 3,200-foot buffer. 
It says restricting oil supply only 
pushes production overseas, 
where standards are much lower 

than in California and where there 
is no benefit to workers such as 
those living in Kern County, which 
relies on oil property tax revenues 
to help fund public services.

Gov. Gavin Newsom urged 
state lawmakers to adopt buffers 
last year as the state legislative 

Study on oilfi eld buffers 
IDs surprising tradeoffs
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An oil pumping unit operates between houses on La Mirada Drive in 
this file photo from April 2022.
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Emergency medical services profession-
als are recognizing EMS Week under the 
banner of “Where emergency care begins.”

The May 21-27 period is a national effort 
to thank EMTs, paramedics and emergency 
medical dispatchers for their work — and 
remind the general public of what they can 
do to help in an emergency.

According to Kern County Public Health 
Services, that includes:

■ Using the emergency system 
responsibly and calling 911 only in a true 
emergency.

■ Learning hands-only CPR.
■ Downloading the free PulsePoint app. 

It alerts CPR-trained bystanders when a 
sudden cardiac arrest occurs in a public 
place close by. Users can find the victim 
and begin CPR. The app also tells you 
where to find automatic external defibrilla-
tors nearby. Go to http://kernpublichealth.
com/pulsepoint/.

Public Health collected the following 
comments from leaders in the field.

“In honor of EMS Week, please join me 
in thanking and celebrating the brave 
men and women who fight for the lives 

Kern County 
recognizes 
EMS workers
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Gov. Gavin Newsom wants 
to make it easier for Califor-
nia to build big things. Friday, 
he unveiled a plan to make it 
happen.

At an 1,100-acre solar farm 
near Patterson in Stanislaus 
County, Newsom announced a 

package of legislative proposals 
and signed an executive order 
aimed at speeding big infra-
structure projects. He aims to 
limit the time opponents can 
jam projects up in court with 
challenges under the California 
Environmental Quality Act, the 
law known as CEQA.

Buoyed by an influx of federal 
dollars and motivated by the 

Gavin Newsom wants to 
make it easier to build 
roads, dams and more. 
What’s in his plan?
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A drone provides a view of water pumped from the Harvey O. 
Banks Delta Pumping Plant into the California Aqueduct at 
9,790 cubic feet per second after January storms. The facility 
located in Alameda County lifts water into the California 
Aqueduct.
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The California Living 
Museum celebrated its 
40th birthday Saturday 

and Sunday with its annual 
Birthday Bash.

CALM opened in 1983, 
three years after it was first 
established as a nonprofit.

It all started with Mike 
Hopkins, then a school-
teacher, who was inspired by 
his time studying wildlife in 
India and formed his dream 
of CALM.

“He had a dream and 
people thought it wouldn’t 
happen but here we are 40 
years later,” Kern County 
Superintendent of Schools’ 
Chief of Staff Steve Sanders 
said.

CALM has become a 
tradition for many. The zoo 
is a safe, educational place 
for families to visit and bring 
their children. It’s a destina-
tion for locals and people all 

over the world, dedicated to 
showcasing California’s native 
species.

“People that came as kids 
are bringing their kids and to 

me that’s what this birthday 
means,” Sanders said. “Cel-
ebrating a vision and seeing 
that come to reality.”

Kathryn Hart, a former 

student of Hopkins, visited 
CALM as a child and now 
brings her granddaughter, 
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‘Here we are 40 years later’
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Louie, left, and Cinnamon eat their birthday treats at California Living Museum’s annual Birthday Bash on Sunday.
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Jennifer Catlett and her son react to Louie and Cinnamon eating birthday treats.

CALM celebrates 
landmark birthday
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