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In a city whose name is
shorthand for exclusivity
and wealth, the future of a
planned ultra-opulent hotel
will soon be decided by the
most democratic of means:
an election.

Beverly Hills voters will
decide Tuesday whether to
rescind the City Council’s
approval of a hotel project
helmed by French multi-
billionaire Bernard Arnault
and LVMH Moet Hennessy
Louis Vuitton, his luxury
conglomerate.

To some, the battle over
the Beverly Hills Cheval
Blanc hotel is a David and
Goliath story, pittinga small
group of residents con-
cerned about overdevel-
opment and a union advo-
cating for affordable hous-
ing against the world’s rich-
est person.

Others see it as a tale of
an outside group — in this
case Unite Here Local 11 —
mucking around in the city’s
business and potentially de-
priving Beverly Hills of hun-
dredsofmillionsofdollars in
tax revenue over the next
three decades. The politi-
cally powerful union, which
represents hospitality work-
ers across the region, col-
lected the local signatures
necessary to force the issue
to a vote.

Regardless, all parties
seemtoagree that the result
will have lasting implica-
tions for a 5.7-square-mile
city where roughly 31,000
residents bed down at night
andmanymore people staff
homes, offices, stores,
restaurants and hotels dur-
ing theday.

Beverly Hills already has
16 hotels, seven of which are
considered luxury, accord-
ing to the city. But the
Cheval Blanc would aim to
be the brightest star in a ga-
laxyof sparkle, promisingan
exceptionally high-end ex-
perience for its wealthy cli-
entele.

It would be the first
North American property

Room
for more
luxury in
Beverly
Hills?
Voters will decide the
fate of a grand hotel
project led by the
world’s richest person.

By Julia Wick
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A
ll night long, cowboys swaggered
into apackednightclub, dressed
to impress in shinyboots, tight
Wranglers andwide-brimmed
hats.

Theyhadcome to throwback tequila and
Tecate, to singalong toblastingbandaand to
dance—chest to chest, legs entwined—with
eachother.

Each spring, hundredsofmen fromacross
Mexico and theUnitedStatesmakeapil-
grimage to this colorful colonial city for an
annual gatheringof gayvaqueros—or cow-
boys.Atprivate eventsheld over a longweek-
end, they share carneasadaand traditional
folkdances andcrownacowboyking.

DANIEL RENTERIA, left, a 56-year-old agave farmer, dances at the “Reunion Vaquera” in Zacatecas,
Mexico. He says he’s usually very discreet, but once inside the convention he let down his guard.

Photographs byGary Coronado Los Angeles Times

Feeling at home on the range
By Kate Linthicum
reporting from zacatecas, mexico

COLUMN ONE

[SeeVaqueros,A4]
CARLOS VAZQUEZ, center, celebrates his 25th birthday
with Alejandro Gonzalez, left, and JairoMercado, right.

Gay cowboys lasso identity and heritage at annual Mexico meetup

In fourmonths, the gavel
will fall, and the state’s first
CARE Courts will be in ses-
sion.

Seven counties opted for
an Oct. 1 rollout of the law
that orders each county to
create special courts, whose
judges have the authority to
order treatmentplans for in-
dividuals with untreated
schizophrenia and related
disorders. Even though the
plans are not compulsory,
the courts hope for compli-
anceasthe lawtriestostrad-
dle a line between voluntary
andmandated treatment.

The CARE Act, signed
into law byGov. Gavin New-
som in September, requires
counties tocomeupwith the
bureaucratic mechanisms
that will support the goal of
easing an epidemic of severe
mental illness on the streets
and in communities.

“We’re deep in the weeds,
thinking about what will be
the daily lives of the people
who engage in this work,”
said Luke Bergmann, the
behavioral health director
forSanDiegoCounty.

Among the many chal-
lenges of the CARE Act is
developing a manageable
workflow for disparate
groups.

For every individual ap-
pearing in the court, there
will be the clerks who proc-
essed the petitions that ini-
tiated the proceedings, the
outreach teams that found
the individual and served
the paperwork, the psychia-
trists who prepared a treat-
ment plan, defense attor-
neys who will represent
the individual, behavioral
health clinicians who will
present the plan and the
judges who will negotiate its
implementation.

In addition, there will be
insurance companies that
pay for theplan, administra-
tors whomanage the paper-
work associated with the
plan and healthcare pro-
viderswhoexecute theplan.

The first group—SanDi-
ego, Orange, Riverside, San
Francisco, Stanislaus, Tuol-
umne and Glenn — reflects
the geographic and demo-
graphic diversity of Califor-
nia. Their courts will serve
as a template for Los Ange-
lesandthe50othercounties.
(L.A. County will open its
court on Dec. 1; the rest of
the state has until Oct. 1,
2024.)

Many counties will be
playing catch-up with a cri-

STATE
READIES
MENTAL
ILLNESS
COURTS
Counties will have to
quickly figure out how
judges, doctors, others
will work together.

By Thomas Curwen
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CUTLER BAY, Fla. —
Policarpo Landaverde’s
series of bad breaks seemed
to peak about a decade ago
when he was shot in the
stomach after confronting a
man who stole his license
plate.

But on a recent after-
noon, as he struggled to ex-
plain a cascading list of ail-
ments to a nurse, he was
dealing with a more funda-
mental crisis: He lives in
Florida, one of the hardest
places in the country for
poor adults to obtain health
insurance.

“Basically, you really got
to be homeless,” said his
daughter Crystal Landa-
verde, who took a day off
from her job to help him.
“You really got to be border-
line, about to lose it all, for
themto really help you.”

During the pandemic,
the federal government ex-
pandedaccess to healthcare
byoffering statesmoremon-
ey to fund their Medicaid
programs and blocking
them from dropping people
from the rolls. But millions
of Americans, including an
estimated 2.6 million Cali-
fornians, are likely to lose
health coverage this year as
that emergency relief ex-
pires.

California and many
other states are working to
limit thedamagebyexpand-
ing access to healthcare for

low-income people and con-
nectingmore people to sub-
sidized insurance. Florida,
on the other hand, is one of a
dwindling number of states
that continue to reject fed-
eral Obamacare money to
insure more low-income
residentsunderMedicaid.

FloridaGov. RonDeSan-
tis, who has promised to
“makeAmericaFlorida”and
plans to announce a bid this
week for the Republican
presidential nomination, is
bestknownnationally forhis
opposition to pandemic-era

The DeSantis effect on healthcare
The same adult who
qualifies for insurance
help in California
might not in Florida.

By Noah Bierman
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UNITED STATES OF CALIFORNIA

CIUDAD HIDALGO,
Mexico — Dawn had barely
illuminated the turbid
waters of theSuchiateRiver
at the border with Guate-
mala when the boatmen —
plunging long poles in the
muck to propel their vessels
— began to transport their
daily load: a polyglot contin-
gentofmigrants fromacross

the globe. All had a common
destination: the United
States.

“We didn’t make it to
America before the end of
Title 42, but still we will
continue forward,” declared
Félix Bandres, 61, who led
a church group of two
dozen Venezuelans, includ-
ing women and children,
crowded on a raft crafted of
wooden planks secured to
inflatable inner tubes from
tractor tires. “It is need, and

the search of a better life,
that is drivingus.”

Officials in Washington
assert that the numbers of
illicit crossings along the
U.S.-Mexico border have
declinedsincetheMay11end
ofTitle 42.

The pandemic-era rule,
put in place by the Trump
administration and initially
retained by the BidenWhite
House, allowed the Border
Patrol to turn back hun-

MIGRANTS cross the Suchiate River from Guatemala intoMexico onMay 9.
Many say they are en route to the U.S. following the expiration of Title 42.

Agencia Press South/Getty Images

U.S.-bound migrants pour into
Mexico via southern border
By Patrick J.
McDonnell
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CARTAGO, Calif. — It
didn’t take long for a teamof
highway archaeologists to
mark their first find while
searching for buried human
remains on an aging stretch
of U.S. Highway 395 that
cuts along the eastern flank
of theSierraNevada range.

Thatalonewasenoughto
concern local tribal leaders,
but theywent on to hitmore
bones missed by earlier ar-
chaeological surveys re-
quired to start construction
of a $69.7-million Caltrans
project to convert 12.6 miles
of 395 from a two-lane road
to a safer four-lane express-
way.

State and federal laws
prohibit public disclosure of
information related to the
locations of Native Ameri-
canculturalplaces to reduce
their vulnerability to various
types of theft, including
grave robbing.

But as of last week,
tribal leaders say,more than
30 tangled human skele-
tons had been unearthed
at the site near the
Inyo County community of
Cartago, many of them

adornedwithartifacts: glass
beads, abalone shells and
arrowheads.

Now, as nearby bull-
dozers lumber over huge
mounds of excavated earth,
tribal historic preservation
officers are demanding that
the California Department
of Transportation halt con-
struction and realign the
project to avoid the grave-
sites.

“We’re saying, ‘Stop!’
Your gigantic highway proj-
ect is disrupting thepeaceof
untold numbers of ances-
tors in a place that had gone
undisturbed for thousands
of years,” saidSeanScruggs,
tribal historic officer for the
Fort Independence Indian
Community of Paiute Indi-
ans.

“How many human re-
mains must be unearthed
before Caltrans decides it is
time to respect our advice
andperspective?” heasked.

Kathy Jefferson Ban-
croft, tribal historic preser-
vation officer for the Lone
Pine Paiute Shoshone Res-
ervation, said, “We don’t
want this tobecomeanother
sensational case of horrific
desecration.”

Caltrans clashes
with valley tribes
over burial sites
By Louis Sahagún
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Ukraine, China
the talk of G-7
Biden announces more
military aid for Kyiv
and predicts icy rela-
tions with Beijing will
soon thaw.WORLD, A3

Video of raid
sparks outrage
Clip shows a law en-
forcement agent fa-
tally shooting licensed
cannabis grower’s dog.
CALIFORNIA, B1

Shaking up the
fall TV season
With writers on strike,
networks showcase
lineups dominated by
unscripted program-
ming. CALENDAR, E1

Weather
Low clouds clearing.
L.A. Basin: 74/59.B6
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