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Two students from Merced
County were awarded Fresno
State’s top academic honors for
the 2023 graduating class.
Le Grand’s Joshua Heupel

and Delhi’s Jonathan Moules
were chosen from a group of
eight Undergraduate Deans’

Medalists and nine Graduate
Deans’ Medalists for the top
awards.
“Hearty congratulations to

Joshua and Jonathan, who ele-
vated their academic endeavors
to new heights in one of the
most important industries in the
Central Valley and across the
world,” said Fresno State Presi-
dent Saúl Jiménez-Sandoval.
“They are a prime example of

the talented students studying
at and graduating from Fresno
State.”
Heupel was a finalist for the

prestigious Rhodes Scholarship
after earning dual bachelor’s
degrees in agricultural business
and political science with a 3.98
GPA. His hard work led to him
being selected as the President’s
Undergraduate Medalist.
Heupel will continue his grad-

uate work at Princeton Uni-
versity where he will pursue a
master’s of public affairs and
hopes to earn a doctorate in the
future.
Heupel was an intern for

Congressman David Valadao
and Congressman Jimmy Panet-
ta.
His research on strawberry

2 area students earn
academic honors
for Fresno State
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Fresno State

Le Grand’s Josh Heupel (left) and Delhi’s Jonathan Moules were
awarded top academic honors for Fresno State’s class of 2023.
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WASHINGTON
President Joe Biden and

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
will meet in person on Monday
as the government races against
a looming deadline to raise
America’s debt limit before
federal funds potentially run dry
early next month.
The leaders spoke by phone

Sunday as the president re-
turned home on Air Force One
after the Group of Seven sum-
mit in Japan. McCarthy, R-Cal-
if., told reporters at the Capitol
that the call was “productive”
and that the on-again, off-again
negotiations would resume later
in the day.
Both sides have said progress

was being made but that they
remain far apart. Biden’s Trea-
sury Department has said it
could run out of cash as soon as
June 1, and U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen said Sunday, “I
think that that’s a hard dead-
line.”
McCarthy said after his call

with Biden that “I think we can
solve some of these problems if
he understands what we’re
looking at.” The speaker added,
“But I’ve been very clear to him
from the very beginning. We
have to spend less money than
we spent last year.”
The Republican leader said

“there’s no agreement on any-
thing” and that ”we’ve all said
our piece about where we are
and we’re trying to find com-
mon ground to get this done.”
Their conversation followed

an exchange of harsh rhetoric
reflecting the high stakes of the
standoff.
Biden said at a news confer-

ence in Hiroshima that House
Republicans must move off their
“extreme positions” on the
now-stalled talks over raising
the debt limit and that there
would be no agreement to avert
a catastrophic default only on
their terms.
McCarthy said that based on

earlier discussions, “I felt that

Biden,
McCarthy to
meet for
more debt
ceiling talks
BY ZEKEMILLER, JOSH BOAK
AND STEPHEN GROVES
Associated Press
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Valley Christian 10-0 to win
the Sac-Joaquin Section Divi-
sion VII championship at Co-
sumnes River College in Sacra-
mento in a rematch of last
year’s final.
“Definitely with their com-

petitive spirit, they wanted to
come back this year and get the
win,” said SRC coach Cathy
Cole, whose team finished the

After finishing one win shy of
winning a section champion-
ship last year, the Stone Ridge
Christian High School softball
team brought home the blue
banner on Saturday.
The Knights defeated Big

season 16-2.
The top-seeded Knights were

on a mission during the post-
season, outscoring their oppo-
nents 38-0 in their three play-
off victories.
Junior Cali Cole pitched 14

scoreless innings in the play-
offs, including six against the
No. 2 Lions (13-8) on Saturday.
Cole gave up five hits and

struck out nine, bringing her
total in the three playoff out-
ings to 28 strikeouts.
“A lot of our girls were on the

soccer section championship
team and just wanted to do it in
softball too,” Cathy Cole said.
“They put in a lot of hard work
with that goal in mind.”

SUBMITTED BY TED TORRES Ted Torres Photography

The Stone Ridge Chrisitan High School softball team won the Sac-Joaquin Section Division VII championship with a 10-0 win over Big Valley
Christian at Cosumnes River College on Satruday in Sacramento.

Stone Ridge Christian High softball
wins section championship
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HIROSHIMA, JAPAN
Ukrainian President Volody-

myr Zelenskyy huddled with
some of his biggest backers as
the Group of Seven summit
closed in Hiroshima on Sunday,
building momentum for his
country’s war effort even as
Russia claimed a battlefield
victory that was quickly dis-

puted by Ukraine.
The Ukrainian leader’s in-

person appearance underscored
the centrality of the war for the
G7 bloc of rich democracies. It
also stole much of the limelight
from other priorities, including
security challenges in Asia and
outreach to the developing
world, that the leaders focused
on at the three-day gathering.
Hosting Japanese Prime Min-

ister Fumio Kishida said the
group was committed to

“strong backing for Ukraine
from every possible dimen-
sion.”
Zelenskyy held two major

rounds of meetings Sunday,
one with G7 leaders and a sec-
ond with them and a host of
invited guests including India
and South Korea. He also spoke
one-on-one with several lead-
ers.
Hanging over Sunday’s talks

was the Russian claim that
forces of the Wagner private

army and Russian troops had
seized the Ukrainian city of
Bakhmut. The eight-month
battle for the eastern city – seen
by both sides as a major sym-
bolic prize – has been the long-
est and likely bloodiest of the
war.
Comments by Zelenskyy

earlier in the day suggested
that the Russians had finally
taken the city. But he and other
Ukrainian officials later cast
doubt on that assessment, with
Zelenskyy telling reporters that
“Bakhmut is not occupied by
the Russian Federation as of
today.”
Even before Zelenskyy land-

G7 ends as Zelenskyy meets
leaders, Russia claims gains
BY ADAM SCHRECK, FOSTER KLUG
AND ZEKEMILLER
Associated Press
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