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WEATHER: Partly sunny.
Highs: 60-92. Lows: 47-54. B8

Officials raised the alarm last week for a near
guarantee that the world will face its hottest year on
record within the next five years.

A double whammy of human-induced climate
change and the return of El Niño are expected “to
push global temperatures into uncharted territory,”
said World Meteorological Organization Secretary-
General Petteri Taalas in a news release.

“There’s really high confidence that we will get an
El Niño event,” said John O’Brien, a climate scientist
at Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory. “I think
what we don’t know right now is what kind of El Ni-
ño we’re going to get.”

The El Niño events of 1982-83 and 1997-98 resulted
in winters with record-breaking snow and rain in
California. This year the state has already seen flood-
ing due to historic precipitation, in places like Pajaro
(Monterey County) and Corcoran (Kings County).
These and other communities are still recovering,
with the potential for even more wet weather down
the road.

The Chronicle spoke with six scientists and asked
about how the upcoming El Niño could unfold, and

Forecast
up in air
ahead of
El Niño
California could seewetterwinter,
but other factors can interfere

By Jack Lee

El Niño continues on A10

Landing a Super Bowl
brings visions of thou-
sands of well-heeled visi-
tors who spend lavishly,
their largesse benefiting
local hotels, restaurants
and other businesses.

That’s how the San
Francisco 49ers are posi-
tioning news that the
NFL is likely to vote this
week to pick Levi’s Stadi-
um in Santa Clara as the
host for Super Bowl LX in
2026. The football cham-
pionship would precede
another mega-event

planned at the stadium
that year: World Cup soc-
cer matches.

But visions of a huge fi-
nancial windfall from the
Super Bowl, World Cup
or any short-term event
are largely illusory, ac-
cording to sports econo-
mists. The real impact is
measurable, but relative-
ly modest, they say. And
they can back up their
claims with solid data:
Studies of past Super
Bowls, including Super
Bowl L in 2016, also held
at Levi’s Stadium.

“When we look at data

for cities that hosted the
Super Bowl, they usually
get an increase in eco-
nomic activity of $50 mil-
lion to $150 million,” said
VictorMatheson, a sports
economist at the College
of the Holy Cross in
Worcester, Mass., and co-
author of “The Econom-
ics of the Super Bowl:
Players, Performers, and
Cities.” “That’s not noth-
ing, but a fraction of the
$400 million to $600 mil-
lion number thrown
around by the boosters.”

A good rule of thumb

Experts see onlymodest benefits with big games

Carlos Avila Gonzalez/The Chronicle 2016

Super Bowl
L’s halftime
show takes
place at
Levi’s
Stadium in
Santa Clara.
The NFL is
expected to
vote this
week to pick
Levi’s as the
host for
Super Bowl
LX in 2026.

By Carolyn Said

Game continues on A11

Chevron, to most Americans, is just the brand
name above the red-white-and-blue sign at the local
gas station. But in the legal world, it signifies Chev-
ron U.S.A. v. Natural Resources Defense Council, a
landmark 1984 Supreme Court ruling that required
judges to accept government agencies’ interpreta-
tions of the laws they administer — a ruling that the
court’s conservatives now appear prepared to over-
turn.

After denying repeated challenges to Chevron
over the past three decades, the court has agreed to
reconsider the ruling in an appeal by herring fish
companies contesting a Biden administration agen-
cy’s regulations requiring them to pay for an on-
boardmonitor to prevent overfishing. Five of the cur-
rent justices have criticized the Chevron decision,
and three — Clarence Thomas, Neil Gorsuch and
Brett Kavanaugh — have expressly called for its re-
peal.

Marjorie Cohn, a retired law professor at Thomas
Jefferson School of Law in San Diego and a former
president of the National Lawyers Guild, said the
court is likely to overrule the 1984 decision and give

Court could pare
agencies’ power
to oversee laws
By Bob Egelko

Court continues on A11

San Francisco’s famous-
ly sinking Millennium
Tower is preparing for a
comeback.

Once the symbol of ex-
cess and arrogance in a
booming pre-pandemic
SanFrancisco, the 58-story
tower is in the final stretch

of a $100 million engineer-
ing fix to arrest the build-
ing’s settlement and re-
verse the tilt that made it
lean 24 inches to the west
and 7.9 inches to the north.

To date, the construc-
tion team has installed 18
piles to underpin the
building’s existing founda-
tion and is nowworking to

transfer the weight of the
tower to the new piles.
Each pile— concrete-filled
steel pipes 24 inches in di-
ameter — has been driven
270 feet to bedrock and is
designed to support 1 mil-
lion pounds ofweight, tak-
ing a total of 18 million
pounds off the tower’s
original foundation.

Already the sinking has
stopped and the tilt has
started to reverse, accord-
ing to project engineer
Ronald Hamburger of
SimpsonGumpertz&Heg-
er.

“The substantive work
to ensure the building re-
mains stable without

Future of $14million penthouse
is first big test for leaning tower
By J.K. Dineen

Tower continues on A10

Attire on Sunday
ranged from a Hot Chee-
tos bag outfit to shark and
bovine costumes — to
proudly worn birthday
suits — as thousands of
runners raced across San
Francisco in the annual
Bay to Breakers footrace
from the city’s eastern side
to Ocean Beach.

With attendance for the
7.5-mile race rebounding
frompandemic doldrums,
organizers reported 17,000
registered runners, up
from 12,000 last year. The
walkers, runners and rev-
elers started off at 8 a.m.
from Main and Howard
streets near the Embarca-

dero and filled the streets
westward, chugging up
the Hayes Street Hill and
racing through Golden
Gate Park to the shore.

Colin Bennie of San
Francisco finished first
with a time of 35 minutes,
49 seconds. The fastest
womanwas SarahAnder-
son, who finished in
43:02.

Cal Calamia was the
nonbinary winner in the
second year the race has
included that category.
Calamia, also the top non-
binary finisher last year,
completed the race in 44:12
this time around. Last
year’s event added the
nonbinary category after

Photos by Benjamin Fanjoy/Special to The Chronicle

Racers dance in a cloud of bubbles on Hayes Street during Sunday’s Bay to Breakers footrace in San
Francisco. Organizers reported 17,000 registered runners, up from 12,000 last year.

A race towatch
By Jessica Flores Costumed runners, walkers

and partyers revel across S.F.
in the annual Bay to Breakers

Gay Rose Soque (left) and Maricel Guillen cross
the finish line at the Bay to Breakers race, which
goes from S.F.’s eastern side to Ocean Beach. Race continues on A7


