
Monday, May 22, 2023 chinadaily.com.cn RMB ¥2

New accusations seen
as sign of G7’s failure

but “what it does is hinder interna-
tional peace, undermine regional 
stability and curb other countries’ 
development”.

Noting that the G7 continues to 
emphasize cross-Strait peace without 
mentioning the need to oppose “Tai-
wan independence”, the spokesper-
son said that this “constitutes 
connivance and support for ‘Taiwan 
independence’ forces, and will only 
result in having a serious impact on 
cross-Strait peace and stability”.

The East China Sea and the South 
China Sea have remained stable 
overall, and relevant countries need 
to “stop using maritime issues to 
drive a wedge between regional 
countries and incite bloc confronta-
tion”, the spokesperson said.

“The G7 needs to reflect on its 
behavior and change course”, as the 
world does not accept the G7-domi-
nated Western rules that seek to 
divide the world based on ideologies 
and values, the spokesperson said.

Su Xiaohui, an associate research 
fellow at the China Institute of Inter-
national Studies, said the G7’s latest 
comments and documents show that 
“it is still failing in its role of tackling 
issues facing the whole of humanity, 
such as global governance”.

“Although Washington has under-
scored increasing the G7’s influence, 
it has not responded to concerns of 
the international community, and the 
grouping has ended up as a key tool 
for advancing US-driven strategic 
competition,” she said.

“Routinely, the G7 Summit is 
intended to discuss economic issues, 
but (Japan), as the host this year, has 
linked economic topics to politics and 
security, and the summit’s docu-
ments involve a lot of content related 

to politics,” said Yang Bojiang, director 
of the Chinese Academy of Social Sci-
ences’ Institute of Japanese Studies.

“By doing so, Tokyo is marching in 
lockstep with Washington in view-
ing China as a competitor and a 
threat,” he said.

Yang noted that Japan also invited 
eight countries — most of them from 
the Asia-Pacific region — to attend 
the summit’s expanded meeting this 
year in an attempt to encourage 
them to take sides and join the 
US-led coercion against China.

“Prioritizing ‘dealing with China’ is 
actually inviting external forces to 
further interfere in Asia-Pacific affairs 
and seeking collective hegemony. 
This will only add to tension and con-
frontation in this region and sabotage 
peace and stability here,” he said.

On several occasions this year, the 
G7 also made claims about “econom-
ic coercion” that allude to China.

A spokesperson for the Chinese 
embassy in Japan said on Saturday 
that “in reality, it is the US itself that 
is engaged in economic coercion”, 
and the US “has so far applied sanc-
tions arbitrarily to the detriment of 
nearly half of the world’s population, 
and even G7 members such as Japan 
are not immune”.

Observers noted that in parallel 
with the G7 Hiroshima gathering, 
the China-Central Asia Summit was 
held in Xi’an, Shaanxi province, on 
Thursday and Friday.

The fruitful Xi’an summit issued 
seven bilateral and multilateral doc-
uments and witnessed the signing of 
over 100 cooperative documents, 
State Councilor and Foreign Minister 
Qin Gang told reporters on Sunday.

“Our cooperation is not directed 
at any third party, nor is it subject to 
a third party, we do not engage in 
closed, exclusive ‘small circles’, and 
we oppose bloc politics and Cold 
War confrontation,” he said.

Xi extends greetings to 
people with disabilities 
By Cheng Si
chengsi@chinadaily.com.cn

President Xi Jinping sent a con-
gratulatory letter to the Rehabili-
tation International Centennial 
Celebration in Beijing on Sunday, 
China’s 33rd national day of 
assisting disabled people.

Xi extended greetings to all 
individuals with disabilities, 
their families and relatives, and 
to those who are dedicated to 
serving disabled people across 
the nation. He also expressed 
gratitude to all international 
organizations and individuals 
who care for and support the 
cause of empowering people with 
disabilities in China.

Xi said that Rehabilitation 
International is an international 
organization of great influence 
with regard to people with disabil-
ities, and it has worked tirelessly 
to safeguard their dignity, protect 
their rights and improve their 
well-being.

He said that China has actively 
supported the organization’s work 
and pays particular attention to 
the well-being of people with disa-
bilities in the nation. The nation 
will continue to improve the social 
security and service systems for 
disabled people and promote the 
all-around development of related 
programs, he added.

China is willing to join with all 
countries worldwide in promoting 

international exchanges and coop-
eration on disability, and in con-
tinuing to improve the health and 
well-being of humankind, Xi said.

Rehabilitation International pub-
lished the Beijing Declaration on 
Sunday at the centennial celebra-
tion ceremony. It calls for the gov-
ernments and people of all 
countries and regions to respect the 
diversity of human beings and 
human rights, and pay more atten-
tion to disabled people — who 
account for 15 percent of the global 
population — to promote their 
equal and full development and 
their engagement in social activities. 

Zhang Haidi, president of Reha-
bilitation International, said at the 
centennial celebration ceremony 
that there are over 1 billion people 
in the world with disabilities, and 
the organization will keep helping 
disabled people to get attention 
from world society and support 
the cause of disabled people in 
developing countries.

Rehabilitation International is a 
nongovernmental and nonprofit 
organization originating from the 
International Society for Crippled 
Children, which was founded in 
the United States in 1922. 

The China Disabled Persons’ 
Federation joined the organization 
as a member in 1988, and Zhang, 
the federation’s president, was 
elected president of Rehabilitation 
International in 2014 and took 
office in 2016. 

Hainan expected to give 
full play to RCEP’s role
By WANG KEJU in Haikou
wangkeju@chinadaily.com.cn

The Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership, the world’s 
largest free trade agreement, will 
boost intraregional trade integra-
tion through lower tariffs and will 
accelerate the recovery and long-
term growth and prosperity of the 
global economy, officials and 
experts said on Sunday.

As the world grapples with rising 
geopolitical tensions, increasing 
protectionism and unilateralism, 
and disruptions to industrial and 
supply chains, the trade pact — an 
open and inclusive cooperation sys-
tem — will serve as a solid path 
toward mutual benefits, they added.

They made the remarks on Sun-
day in Haikou, Hainan province, 
at the third annual RCEP Media & 
Think Tank Forum, whose theme 
this year was “Jointly Build the 
World’s Largest Free Trade Area”. 
The forum was held by the Public-
ity Department of the Communist 
Party of China Hainan Provincial 
Committee, China Daily and the 
China Institute for Reform and 
Development.

The trade pact, signed by 15 Asia-
Pacific countries in November 

2020, will be fully implemented 
among all member economies on 
June 2. The signatories are China, 
Australia, Japan, New Zealand and 
South Korea, as well as the 10 states 
of the Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations.

Wang Bin, a member of the 
Standing Committee of the CPC 
Hainan Provincial Committee and 
head of the provincial Party com-
mittee’s Publicity Department, said 
that the Hainan Free Trade Port will 
better take advantage of the RCEP 
and align with international eco-
nomic and trade rules, in order to 
foster an institutional environment 
with global competitiveness and to 
open up wider and at higher levels.

Hainan is well positioned to 
serve as an important hub for 
comprehensive strategic coopera-
tion between China and ASEAN 
countries due to its geographic 
proximity, Wang said. Further-
more, Hainan will make ASEAN a 
high priority in its cooperation 
agenda to promote bilateral trade 
and two-way investment and to 
push forward the new round of 
upgrade of the China-ASEAN Free 
Trade Area, he added.

See RCEP, page 3

Shipwrecks 
filled with 
relics found 
in deep sea
By WANG KAIHAO 
in Sanya, Hainan
wangkaihao@chinadaily.com.cn

Two ancient shipwrecks, prob-
ably dating back to the middle of 
the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), 
have been found at a depth of 
1,500 meters in the South China 
Sea, the National Cultural Heri-
tage Administration announced 
on Sunday in the coastal city of 
Sanya, Hainan province. 

A scientific research team 
from the Chinese Academy of 
Sciences’ Institute of Deep-sea 
Science and Engineering dis-
covered the shipwrecks on a 
continental slope in October. It 
was the first time that China 
had found such an expansive 
ancient shipwreck site so deep 
under the sea. 

The shipwrecks have been 
named by researchers as 
“Northwest Continental Slope 
No 1 and No 2 Shipwrecks in the 
South China Sea”. 

According to Yan Yalin, 
director of the National Cultur-
al Heritage Administration’s 
archaeology department, prelim-
inary investigation showed that 
relics from the No 1 shipwreck 
were scattered over an area of 
around 10,000 square meters. 

It is estimated that more than 
100,000 cultural relics — main-
ly porcelain items — are lying 
concealed on the spot, as most 
of the ship is still buried in 
sand, and some of its exposed 
parts are buried by up to 3 
meters of relics. 

On board the No 2 shipwreck, 
which is about 20 kilometers 
from the No 1 shipwreck, several 
processed logs of wood were 
found, along with a small number 
of ceramic items. 

Based on the study of some por-
celain relics that were salvaged 
from the site, the No 1 shipwreck 
probably dates back to the reign 
of Emperor Zhengde (1506-21) 
and the No 2 to the reign of 
Emperor Hongzhi (1488-1505).

“The well-preserved relics are 
of high historical, scientific and 
artistic value. It may be a world-
class archaeological discovery 
in the deep sea,” Yan said.

“The findings are key evidence 
of the ancient Maritime Silk 
Road, and a major breakthrough 
for historical study in Chinese 
overseas trade, navigation and 
porcelain (products),” he added. 

Items from Jingdezhen, 
Jiangxi province, and the Long-
quan Kiln in present-day Zhe-
jiang province — both key 
porcelain production and 
export hubs in ancient China — 
dominated the relics discovered 
near the No 1 shipwreck.

See Relics, page 3

Zibo sets hot pace with 
economic transformation

◆

waiting for waiters to pass them the 
implements, as the staff members 
were so busy.

A 51-year-old resident, who wished 
to be named only as Yu, said: “In the 
past two months, we have seldom 
come to the yard for barbecue food 
because there are so many people. 
We had to wait in line unless we 
arrived extremely early. Many diners 

Barbecue trade brings influx of visitors, triggers internet sensation
By ZHAO RUIXUE 
in Zibo, Shandong
zhaoruixue@chinadaily.com.cn

O n a working day late last 
month, a yard that is 
home to more than 10 
barbecue restaurants in 

Zibo, Shandong province, was 
packed with diners at about 5 pm.

Lines formed as people waited for 
tables at the businesses in the city’s 
Linzi district. Some diners even 
made their way inside the restau-
rants to obtain skewers, instead of 

come from outside Zibo, judging 
from the license plate numbers of 
vehicles parked near the yard.” 

Yu added that she had never seen 
such crowds in the area before.

Zibo, an old industrial city, barely 
featured on most people’s list of must-
visit places in the past, until its barbe-
cue scene went viral, attracting a 
huge influx of visitors during the past 
three months. These arrivals, who are 
mainly young people, have made the 
city well-known nationwide.

See Zibo, page 2

Bloc needs to ‘reflect on its behavior and 
change course’, Foreign Ministry says 
By ZHANG YUNBI
zhangyunbi@chinadaily.com.cn

The fresh accusations made by 
the Group of Seven wealthy member 
nations against China cannot con-
ceal their failures in advancing glob-
al governance as well as the G7’s 
declining influence and obsession 
with fanning bloc confrontation, 
officials and experts said.

As the annual G7 Summit in Hiro-
shima, Japan, concluded over the 
weekend, observers warned that the 

grouping also outlined 
the United States-led 
Western countries’ 
plans to further stir up 
the Asia-Pacific region 
politically, economi-
cally and militarily.

China was a hot topic 
in a series of documents 

adopted by the summit, such as the G7 
Hiroshima Leaders’ Communique.

Through these documents, the 
grouping hyped up the Taiwan Strait 
situation and made accusations 
regarding the East China Sea, the 
South China Sea, the Hong Kong Spe-
cial Administrative Region, the Xin-
jiang Uygur and Tibet autonomous 
regions and China’s nuclear power. 

Beijing strongly deplores and 
opposes this and “has made serious 
demarches to the summit’s host 
Japan and other parties concerned”, 
according to the Foreign Ministry.

“The G7 used issues concerning 
China to smear and attack China and 
brazenly interfere in China’s internal 
affairs,” said a Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson on Saturday.

The spokesperson said that the G7 
claimed it was “promoting a peace-
ful, stable and prosperous world”, 

Inside   

• Editorial, 
page 8
• Comment, 
page 9
• See more, 
page 12

People rally in a protest on Saturday against the G7 Summit in Hiroshima, Japan.  David Mareuil / Getty Images

Participants attend the opening ceremony of the third RCEP Media 
& Think Tank Forum in Haikou, Hainan province, on Sunday.
ZOU HONG / CHINA DAILY

Online
Watch the video  
by scanning 
the code.

A member of the 
Asia News Network

国内统一编号: CN11-0091      国际标准编号: ISSN0253-9543      邮发代号:1-3

© 2023 China Daily
All Rights Reserved
Vol.43 — No.  13421

Granny’s new world
Online series looks at elderly 
woman’s journey of adventure
LIFE, page 18

Unified system 
puts focus on 
property tax 
BUSINESS, page 14

CHINADAILY
Healing troupe
Peking Union Medical College students back 
in wards performing for patients   CHINA, page 7

China clinches 
record 13th 

Sudirman Cup
Top news, p3

INSIDE


