
Back on top  Brooks Koepka won the PGA 
Championship for his fifth major title, giving 
the breakaway LIV Golf circuit a boost. D1

Wilson in 2018. B1
Reports of Facebook 
threats were the latest 
controversy in a Lou-
doun County deeply di-
vided over education. B1

The Week Ahead

Monday
Secretary of State
 Antony Blinken  visits 
Papua New Guinea  for 
meetings with Pacific 
Islands Forum leaders. 
The Supreme Court 
releases orders.

Tuesday
The Commerce 
Department issues 
single-family home sales 

for April. 

Wednesday
Second gentleman 
Doug Emhoff attends a 
Democratic National 
Committee fundraiser 
in New York.

Thursday
Jobless claims  for the 
week ended May 20 are 
expected at 248,000, up 
from 242,000 the week 
before.

Friday
President Biden and 
first lady Jill Biden host 
the winners of the 
NCAA basketball 
championships.

Style

Cracking the 
dress code
Amazon Style has 
reinvented the concept 
of personal taste. C1

Science

Personal taste
How mosquitoes use 
your body chemistry to 
pick you for a meal. A2

InsideIn the News
the nation
The divide between 
former governor Nikki 
Haley and Sen. Tim 
Scott, both 2024 GOP 
presidential candidates, 
sparked tensions in the 
pair’s native South 
Carolina. A3
Major fires have
 broken out at three oil 
companies’ refineries 
and plants in 
East Texas, leaving 
residents reeling. A7

the world
Haitians were taking 

vengeance against gangs 
into their own hands, a 
move that could deepen 
the security crisis in the 
struggling country. A8
Syrians felt anger  as 
President Bashar Assad 
was welcomed back to 
the Arab League after
 a suspension of 
11 years. A9

the region
Closing arguments  
were underway in the 
trial of six men charged  
in the fatal shooting of 
10-year-old Makiyah 
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BY LES CARPENTER

C rimson flares dyed the eve-
ning sky a blazing red as 
Kirsten Neuschafer guided 

her sailboat into the French port 
of Les Sables-d’Olonne on 
April 27. Eight months earlier, she 
had left this harbor as the lone 
woman in a 16-entrant, around-
the-world race in which solo com-
petitors were required to use 
54-year-old technology and pro-
hibited from making stops.

During 235 days at sea, 
Neuschafer had only a vague 
knowledge of her place in the 
standings of the Golden Globe 
Race. When told by event organiz-
ers that she had won, all she could 
do was stare in surprise and blurt, 
“Really?”

Since leaving her family farm 
outside Pretoria, South Africa, as 
a teenager, Neuschafer, 41, has led 
a life of endless adventure: hitch-
hiking on ships to the Arctic, 
training huskies in the icy wilder-
ness, bicycling across Africa and 
leading sailing expeditions to the 
bottom of the globe. But she had 
never done anything quite like the 
Golden Globe Race. Very few 
have.

see sailor on A16

Around the world in 235 days
She always lived a life of adventure. Then a solo sailing race put her to the test.

Kirsten Neuschafer 

Kirsten Neuschafer initially hesitated about entering the Golden Globe Race. After her friends 
helped find sponsors and donors, she bought a boat and spent months working to rebuild it.
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President Biden walks with Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky during a visit to Hiroshima, Japan, for a Group of Seven summit 
meeting on Sunday. Zelensky painted a bleak picture of the state of the eastern city of Bakhmut —  the war’s bloodiest battlefield.

BY ADAM TAYLOR 
AND ANASTACIA GALOUCHKA

KOSTYANTYNIVKA, Ukraine — 
Ukrainian forces have been re-
duced to small footholds in the 
devastated eastern city of 
Bakhmut, which despite its limit-
ed strategic importance has 
emerged as the war’s bloodiest 
battlefield. But they have made 
gains on the Russian flanks, in a 
move to encircle the city and 
extend the fight there, according 
to Ukrainian officials and mili-
tary personnel in the field.

“I’m in the trenches. We’ve for-
tified ourselves in the positions” 
that Russia once held, Yuriy, a 

soldier in the Ukrainian army’s 
5th Separate Assault Brigade, 
wrote in a text message from a 
position to the south of Bakhmut, 
near the village of Klishchiivka. 
He spoke on the condition of 
anonymity for security reasons.

“Around us are a lot of dead 
Russians,” he said.

Ukraine still holds slivers of the 
city, including the area around 

what has become a landmark of 
Ukraine’s last redoubt: a de-
stroyed sculpture of a Soviet MiG 
fighter jet, according to multiple 
military personnel involved in de-
fending the position, which Rus-
sian forces continue to contest.

Oleksandr Syrsky, Ukraine’s 
eastern military commander who 
made a surprise visit to the front 
lines Sunday, acknowledged that 
Ukraine controlled only a “small 
part” of Bakhmut  but said that 
the new aim was to surround the 
city in a “tactical encirclement,” 
echoing a statement posted to 
Telegram by Deputy Defense Min-
ister Hanna Maliar.

Word of this strategy to pro-

long the fight, regardless of who 
technically had control of the city, 
emerged as Ukrainian President 
Volodymyr Zelensky painted a 
bleak picture of the state of the 
battle in response to questions 
posed during a visit to Hiroshima, 
Japan, for a Group of Seven sum-
mit meeting. His remarks raised 
questions about what a Ukraini-
an victory would look like, given 
the destruction of the city and the 
costs its defenders have already 
paid.

“You have to understand, there 
is nothing,” Zelesnky said Sunday 
— nothing of Bakhmut as it once 
stood left to control.

see bakhmut on A10

A push to encircle a war-battered city
Kyiv forces make gains 

on Russian flanks
to extend a key fight

BY GERRIT DE VYNCK

At a congressional hearing last 
week, OpenAI chief executive 
Sam Altman delivered a stark 
reminder of the dangers of the 
technology his company has 
helped push out to the public.

He warned of potential disin-
formation campaigns and ma-
nipulation that could be caused 
by technologies like the compa-
ny’s ChatGPT chatbot, and called 
for regulation.

AI could “cause significant 
harm to the world,” he said.

Altman’s testimony comes as a 
debate over whether artificial in-
telligence could overrun the 
world is moving from science 
fiction and into the mainstream, 
dividing Silicon Valley and the 
very people who are working to 
push the tech out to the public.

Formerly fringe beliefs that 
machines could suddenly surpass 
human-level intelligence and de-
cide to destroy mankind are gain-
ing traction. And some of the 
most well-respected scientists in 

see ai on A11

AI’s potential 
for mayhem 
is polarizing 
Silicon Valley

BY NICK ANDERSON

Two trends in higher educa-
tion nationwide are colliding at 
the University of Maryland: 
booming enrollment in comput-
er science and plummeting stu-
dent demand for the humanities.

Premvanti Patel experienced 
both firsthand. The 23-year-old 
senior from Sierra Vista, Ariz., 
triple-majored in computer sci-
ence, linguistics and Persian 
studies. Some classes in her first 
major bulged with hundreds of 
students, while those in other 
fields were much smaller. In com-
puter science, Patel said, she of-
ten felt “more like an ID number 
than a student.”

Across the country, spring 
graduation season highlights the 
swiftly tilting academic land-
scape. Cap-and-gown roll calls 
for computer science and other 
technology-centered disciplines 
are becoming ever lengthier, and 
for the humanities, ever shorter.

The number of students na-
tionwide seeking four-year de-

see college majors on A12

Colleges face 
major change 
as humanities 
fall, tech rises
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BY RACHEL SIEGEL, 
PAUL KANE, 

TYLER PAGER 
AND JEFF STEIN

A day after partisan acrimony 
disrupted talks around the debt 
ceiling, President Biden and 
House Speaker Kevin McCarthy 
agreed Sunday to restart negotia-
tions, sending a newly hopeful 
signal that the two parties might 
avoid an economic catastrophe 
as few as 11 days away.

The two leaders spoke by 
phone and agreed to dispatch 
their chief emissaries for further 
staff talks on Sunday night before 
Biden and McCarthy (R-Calif.) 
connect again in Washington on 
Monday.

Going into those discussions, 
McCarthy and fellow GOP negoti-
ator Rep. Garret Graves (R-La.) 
underscored that the crux of the 
talks concerns the extent and 
duration of new restrictions on 
federal spending.

Once that fundamental piece 
is in place, Graves said, “every-
thing else cascades.”

Negotiations between White 
House and GOP emissaries had 
been stymied over core spending 
and policy issues, with talks 
breaking down for part of the day 
on Friday before resuming later 
that night. A final agreement is 
increasingly seen as hinging on a 
deal between Biden and the 

see debt ceiling on A6

Biden, GOP  
to restart 
debt ceiling 
negotiation
Talks have been stymied 

over core spending, 
policy issues

BY MATT VISER, TYLER PAGER 
AND MICHELLE YE HEE LEE

HIROSHIMA, Japan — Ukrainian 
President Volodymyr Zelensky, 
imploring the world’s wealthy de-
mocracies to continue supplying 
Ukraine with arms and money, 
stood in a place once synonymous 
with utter military devastation to 
mourn the destruction of his 
country’s own city of Bakhmut.

Visiting Hiroshima, decimated 
by an atomic bomb in 1945, Zel-
ensky warned urgently that 
Ukraine’s cities could face a simi-
lar fate if the world does not help 
him rebuff Russia’s onslaught. 
“The pictures of ruined Hiroshi-
ma totally reminded me of 
Bakhmut and other similar settle-
ments and towns,” Zelensky told 
reporters after visiting the memo-
rial museum dedicated to those 
who died in the atomic bombing.

Pointing to Hiroshima’s re-
building — as well as the blue-
and-yellow flags planted around 
the city to greet his arrival and 
show solidarity — Zelensky called 
on democracies to unite in ensur-
ing that “war has no place in the 
world.”

“Now, Hiroshima is a rebuilt 
city, and we dream of rebuilding 
all our cities that are now in ruins, 
and every village where not a 
single house is left intact after 
Russian strikes,” Zelensky said. 
“Our heroic people are turning 
history around so we can make 
war itself become a shadow.”

see zelensky on A10

Zelensky  
mourns 
Bakhmut 
carnage

Pleads at G-7 for 
steady ukraine aid 

On visit to Hiroshima, 
he warns of a similar fate

GOP debt negotiator:  Rep. Garret 
Graves is known as a unifier. A6

Money tracker: Meet the man who 
“runs the nation’s checkbook.”  A5


