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Inverness gets second chance at state money for connector trail
By FRED HIERS
Chronicle Reporter

Inverness City Council 
members are again holding 
their collective breath in 
hopes that Gov. Ron De-
Santis will pass by a couple 
of their latest projects on the 

state budget and not do any 
veto cutting.

The city’s Tallahassee 
lobbyists told the Inverness 
council this week that its 
proposed Withlacoochee 
State Trail connector once 
again made it on Florida’s 
proposed budget. The $1.1 

million project that includes 
a trail head off Forest Drive 
and connect to the popular 
Withlacoochee State Trail a 
year ago was vetoed by the 
governor in 2022.

It’s unclear how much 
money the city would need 
to put toward the project.

Andrew Kalel, of Sunrise 
Consulting Group in Talla-
hassee, told the city council 
this week that Florida state 
lawmakers again appropri-
ated the $1.1 million for the 
project and that City Man-
ager Eric Williams talked 
with DeSantis’ staff in con-

veying the need for the proj-
ect and to make sure they 
understood the popularity 
of the project.

Kalel also told the coun-
cil that lawmakers budget-
ed another $1 million for a 
new Whispering Pines Park 
entrance on State Road 44 

to accommodate the high-
way’s widening.

The city’s plan is to con-
nect about 19 acres it owns 
west of Whispering Pines 
Park to the state trail.

Now it’s an issue of time, 

Shark 
study 
begins

By AIDAN BUSH
Chronicle Reporter

After years of local efforts de-
voted to manatees, a different 
Crystal River species may get its 
time in the academic limelight: 
the bull shark.

While the shark is by no means 
new to local waterways such as 
King’s Bay, research on how 
many live in the area and where 
their babies grow in Crystal River 
is almost nonexistent.

Finding that information, in 
marine biologist Alyssa Andres’ 
opinion, could be key to under-
standing how the sharks – and 
other water life – adapt and re-

act to issues as 
wide-ranging as 
climate change.

“I think this is 
going to potential-
ly be one of the 
most important es-
tuaries or nurser-
ies for this species 
on the west coast 

of Florida as the waters continue 
to change,” said Andres, who is 
with the Florida State University 
Coastal and Marine Laboratory.

Andres and other scientists are 
launching a research effort to 
better count and track the bull 
shark population across Crystal 
River, and they’re hoping to get 
the community involved in the 
process.

Fishermen on the waters local-
ly will be a key factor in that re-
search.

By doing so, scientists can get a 
better understanding of the shark 
population locally on any given 
day.

Researchers will also tag the 
sharks and place receivers across 
the waterways. When the sharks 
swim past these receivers, their 
tags will emit a radio signal let-
ting the receiver collect long-

term information about individual 
sharks’ habits.

For those scared of sharks, fur-
ther research doesn’t just help ac-
ademically – it could also inform 
public safety measures by letting 
scientists know where the sharks 
are eating and most active at.

“The more that we know about 
animals and how they use this 
habitat can also help with miti-
gating shark-human interactions,” 
Andres said.

The project’s start came from 
observing Crystal River’s distinct 
position as a bull shark habitat.

As the state’s second-largest 
spring system, the area gives re-
searchers a large example of a 
thermal refuge – or an area where 
the temperature remains the same 
year-round.

Bull sharks are found every-
where on the coasts, but have 
nurseries – or where they raise 
their young – only in specific ar-
eas.

Thermal refuges are ideal condi-
tions for nurseries, as waters with 
changing temperatures force the 
baby animals to migrate which 
puts them at risk of death by 
predators or extreme temperature 
changes.

Andres and other researchers are 
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Researchers will tag bull sharks such as this one and place receivers across area waterways. When the sharks swim past these receivers, their tags will emit 
a radio signal letting the receiver collect long-term information about individual sharks’ habits.

Scientists to start 
tracking Crystal River’s 
bull shark population; 
local fishermen and 
businesses can help

Civil rights groups warn tourists about Florida in wake of ‘hostile’ laws
By MIKE SCHNEIDER
Associated Press

ORLANDO — The 
NAACP over the weekend 
issued a travel advisory for 
Florida, joining two other 
civil rights groups in warn-
ing potential tourists that 
recent laws and policies 
championed by Gov. Ron 
DeSantis and Florida law-
makers are “openly hostile 
toward African Ameri-
cans, people of color and 
LGBTQ+ individuals.”

The NAACP, long an ad-
vocate for Black Ameri-
cans, joined the League 
of United Latin American 
Citizens (LULAC), a Lati-
no civil rights organization, 
and Equality Florida, a gay 

rights advocacy group, in 
issuing travel advisories for 
the Sunshine State, where 
tourism is one of the state’s 
largest job sectors.

The warning approved 
Saturday by the NAACP’s 
board of directors tells tour-
ists that, before traveling to 
Florida, they should under-
stand the state of Florida 
“devalues and marginalizes 
the contributions of, and the 
challenges faced by African 
Americans and other com-

munities of color.”
An email was sent Sunday 

morning to DeSantis’ of-
fice seeking comment. The 
Republican governor is ex-
pected to announce a run for 
the GOP presidential nomi-
nation this week.

Florida is one of the most 
popular states in the U.S. 
for tourists, and tourism 
is one of its biggest indus-
tries. More than 137.5 mil-
lion tourists visited Florida 
last year, marking a return 

to pre-pandemic levels, ac-
cording to Visit Florida, the 
state’s tourism promotion 
agency. Tourism supports 
1.6 million full-time and 
part-time jobs, and visitors 
spent $98.8 billion in Flori-
da in 2019, the last year fig-
ures are available.

Several of Florida’s Dem-
ocratic mayors were quick 
to say Sunday that their cit-
ies welcomed diversity and 
inclusion.

“EVERYONE is always 
welcome and will be treated 
with dignity and respect,” 
tweeted Mayor Ken Welch 
of St. Petersburg in a mes-
sage echoed by the mayor 
across the bay in Tampa.

Andy Newman / Florida Keys News Bureau via AP

In this aerial photo, attendees watch and toast the sunset at a 
Florida Keys bicentennial celebration Friday on the restored Old 
Seven Mile Bridge in Marathon. The sunset gathering was among 
a series of Keys events being staged to mark the 200th anni-
versary, on July 3, of the Florida Territorial Legislature’s 1823 
founding of Monroe County, containing the entire island chain. 
The old bridge was originally part of Henry Flagler’s Florida Keys 
Over-Sea Railroad completed in 1912, and is now closed to vehi-
cles but open to pedestrians and bicycles.

ANDRES

ABOVE: Marine biologist Alyssa Andres and other research-
ers are hoping that, given Crystal River’s ideal habitat for bull 

shark nurseries, they can learn more about how the sharks 
raise their young and interact with water temperature. 

RIGHT: Researchers work to tag the sharks in order to track 
their movements.

Photos provided by Alyssa AndresSee SHARK, page A4
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“EVERYONE is always welcome and will be 
treated with dignity and respect.”
KEN WELCH
Mayor of St. Petersburg, responding to the NAACP’s travel advisory

See TOURISTS, page A4


