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Log your emotions in journal
to deal with anxiety, stress
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T
hink about being 17. h Think about being awkward,

energetic, strong. Coming into your own body.

h Now, think about that teacher. He calls you

“gorgeous,” maybe touches you in a familiar way. He

talks about your body in a way that makes you uncomfortable.

Off�-kilter. h While that’s not criminal, it is sex-based

harassment. There’s a powerful federal law that could protect

you — and others. h But Florida’s disinterest in ensuring

districts follow federal law has hamstrung that very law and

puts children at risk of enduring further harassment and

abuse, a USA TODAY Network-Florida investigation has found.

Experts say Florida schools risk 
student safety, alarmingly underuse
federal law on reporting sex abuse

Kate Cimini Naples Daily News | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

IGNORED

TITLE IX

See TITLE IX, Page 10A

More inside
Who is protected by Title IX
and where is it applied? 10A

How do you fi�le a Title IX
complaint? 11A

“(These parents) are not skilled in federal

legislation. They don’t know what Title IX

means. Unless the school tells them their

rights, they wouldn’t know to do it.”
Gregg Schwartz, attorney
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TALLAHASSEE – Every year for
nearly a decade, three names were add-
ed to the Florida Civil Rights Hall of
Fame, to honor those who’ve made sig-
nifi�cant contributions in the fi�ght for
equality and justice for all. 

It’s in state law: The Commission on
Human Relations shall recommend up
to 10 people for selection, and the gover-
nor shall select up to three of them.
Their names and portraits are put up in
a corner beside the Capitol entrance.

But that hasn’t happened since 2019,
Gov. Ron DeSantis’ fi�rst year in offi�ce.
Some Florida religious leaders, joined
by local government and nonprofi�t offi�-
cials, gathered on Thursday afternoon
in front of the Civil Rights Hall of Fame,
which is located neared the entrance of
the Capitol building, and demanded to
know why.

“This is Florida law; this is Florida
statute,” said Rev. Dr. Joseph Wright of
the Jerusalem Missionary Baptist
Church in Tallahassee, who played a
critical role in the 2010 legislation cre-
ating the Civil Rights Hall of Fame. “If
we standing here would violate any
Florida statute, we’d probably be locked
up. So we’re asking our governor to re-
consider and restore the process.”

Rev. Dr. R.B. Holmes Jr., pastor of Be-
thel Missionary Baptist Church in Talla-
hassee, said, “My beloved governor has
not, since 2019, (picked) through the
Human Relations Commission names to
be on the Florida Civil Rights Hall of
Fame.

“Men and women who bleed and die
for diversity, equity and inclusion,” he
continued. “So we want to ask him,
‘Why not?’ ”

An answer came via email a little
while after the leaders left the Capitol.

“Our agency takes great pride in hon-
oring Floridians who have made signifi�-
cant contributions to this state as lead-
ers in equality,” wrote Tanzenisha Mat-
thews Collins, the commission’s legisla-
tion specialist. “Due to the coronavirus
pandemic, our agency was not able to
put on a Civil Rights Hall of Fame Cere-
mony to prevent the spread of CO-
VID-19.”

Collins said the commission is cur-

See HALL OF FAME, Page 13A

Civil Rights
Hall of Fame
inductees
not chosen
DeSantis criticized; state
panel blames COVID-19 

Douglas Soule
Tallahassee Democrat

USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Emergency room visits and hospital
stays — even planned ones — are often
frightening. For undocumented immi-
grants in Florida, seeking medical treat-
ment may become even scarier.

New legislation approved by Repub-
lican Gov. Ron DeSantis requires hospi-

tals to not only document patients’ im-
migration status but also report it to him
and the Florida Legislature.

The mandates are outlined in Senate
Bill 1718, 43 pages of sweeping immigra-
tion reform sponsored by Sen. Blaise In-
goglia, R-Spring Hill. DeSantis signed
the bill into law May 10, when he deliv-
ered an immigration policy speech in
Jacksonville before a podium sign read-
ing, “Biden’s Border Crisis.”

“In February … we proposed strong
legislation to curb illegal immigration,
both deterring illegal immigrants from
coming to Florida but also holding peo-
ple accountable within Florida who are
involved,” he said. “We made that prom-
ise — we said that we were gonna go big
— today we deliver on that promise.”

Law-abiding or not, undocumented
immigrants place undue strain on Flori-
da’s health care system, DeSantis said.

“You show up to an emergency room,
they treat you. Doesn’t matter if you’re
legal or illegal,” he said. “Most of the

people here illegally, or probably all of
’em, they’re not paying for any of the
services they’re getting. You’re paying
for it as taxpayers.”

Critics, however, argue the new law
burdens hospitals with directives that
will accrue costs of another kind.

“Anything that intimidates people
from receiving necessary health care is
not only bad for their health and well-
being but also puts the whole communi-
ty at risk, especially as it relates to con-

See HOSPITALS, Page 9A

Hospitals must get migrants’ status
New Florida law requires giving information to state

Lindsey Leake
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