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Seminoles baseball picks 
up series win at Louisville
SPORTS, 1B

A
s you relax on the sugar-white sand somewhere along the

9-mile stretch of St. George Island beach along Florida’s

Gulf of Mexico, you can rest assured you are lying on the

best beach in the United States. h At least, according to “Dr.

Beach,” who may have the best job in the world. h Just in time for Memo-

rial Day, Dr. Stephen P. Leatherman, professor in the Department of

Earth & Environment at Florida International University, has released

his 33rd annual rankings of the best of America’s 650 public beaches.

This year, after years of moving up and down the top ten list, the state

park on St. George Island just off� the Florida Panhandle is No. 1.

“There’s just so many things that
capture my imagination there,” Leather-
man told the Associated Press. “It’s an
idyllic place.”

Beach appeared on a segment for The
Today Show Thursday morning to ex-
plain why he chose this perennial favor-
ite over the others.

“So, it has beautiful miles and miles
of undisturbed, pristine beaches, big

sand dunes, freshwater lakes, the water
is emerald green,” Leatherman told The
Today Show’s Sam Brock as they
strolled the white sand. “That’s one of
the most beautiful colors, I think, for the
water, fi�shing water.”

A second Florida Gulf Coast beach,
Caladesi Island State Park near 

GORGEOUS GEORGE

Floyd Miles, from Tallahassee, sits in a tranquil area of the beach at 
St. George Island as he waits to catch another whiting. DEMOCRAT FILES

How Tallahassee’s playground landed
on the No. 1 spot for sea, surf and sand
C. A. Bridges Tallahassee Democrat | USA TODAY NETWORK – FLORIDA

Dr. Stephen Leatherman, a.k.a. 
“Dr. Beach.” PROVIDED

“There’s just so many

things that capture my

imagination there. It’s an

idyllic place.”

Dr. Stephen P. Leatherman, professor in
the Department of Earth & Environment at Florida
International UniversitySee BEACH, Page 2A

At a round table, covered in a black
table cloth, near the pulpit of Old West
Florida Primitive Baptist, four barbers
and a chief with the sheriff�’s offi�ce
asked a specifi�c question: Why are Tal-
lahassee’s youth shooting each other?

In red Expo marker, Chief Ron O’Bri-
en wrote down the reasons: 

“Guns easily accessible” 
“Gangs providing guns” 
“Lack of education” 
“Music infl�uence/social media” 
“Environment (32304) and haves

and have nots perpetuates violence”
About 80 people spent their Tues-

day evening brainstorming ways to
prevent the ongoing threat of gun vio-
lence in the capital city. The event,
called the 1,000 Men Community
Meeting, was the launch for the Talla-
hassee Council on the Status of Men
and Boys’ community-wide survey.

Most in attendance were resource
providers and law enforcement. Be-
sides the sheriff�, City Commissioner
Curtis Richardson was the only elected
offi�cial in attendance. Tallahassee Po-
lice Chief Lawrence Revell also attend-
ed and gave the opening and closing
prayers.

The council, a crime-prevention
initiative eff�ort headed by Leon Coun-
ty Sheriff� Walt McNeil and Royle King,
recently received an extra $350,000
from the city for violence intervention.
That money was originally earmarked
for out-of-town experts with the
Group Violence Intervention program,
a national initiative aimed at reducing
crime, that city commissioners were
eager to implement.

Developed at John Jay College, the
GVI program focuses on deterrence
rather than prevention and has seen
success in Boston, Louisville, Miami
and Chicago. But three city commis-
sioners said they were frustrated by
the stalled pace to fi�nalize contracts
for the GVI program and redirected the
funding to McNeil and King’s program
instead.

The council has also received a $1.4
million federal grant, a recurring $1
million from the City of Tallahassee for

What can be
done to curb
local gun
violence?
Group seeks feedback
during meeting
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The NAACP Board of Directors issued
a travel advisory for Florida Saturday,
claiming Gov. Ron DeSantis’ policies
were undemocratic and “hostile to
Black Americans.”

“Florida is openly hostile toward Af-
rican Americans, people of color and
LGBTQ+ individuals,” the travel adviso-
ry reads. “Before traveling to Florida,
please understand that the state of Flor-
ida devalues and marginalizes the con-
tributions of, and the challenges faced
by African Americans and other com-
munities of color.” 

The travel advisory had been pro-

posed to the national Board of Directors
by the NAACP’s Florida State Confer-
ence. 

Jeremy Redfern, the governor’s press
secretary, responded to the announce-
ment via email with a single sentence,
“This is a stunt.” 

The governor’s offi�ce responded sim-
ilarly when the League of United Latin
American Citizens, the nation’s largest
and oldest Hispanic organization, is-
sued a Florida travel advisory a few days
ago. And last month when LGBTQ civil
rights group Equality Florida and the
Florida Immigrant Coalition, made up of
more than 65 organizations, both
warned people away from the state.

Florida ‘hostile to Black Americans,’ NAACP warns
Douglas Soule
Tallahassee Democrat
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A large crowd gathered in the Florida Capitol fourth floor rotunda for the “Stop
the Black Attack” rally on Jan. 25. ALICIA DEVINE/TALLAHASSEE DEMOCRATSee NAACP, Page 5A


