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Kemp starts visit to Israel while nation is in turmoil, A2

By Zachary Hansen
zachary.hansen@ajc.com

A proposed $45 million tax 
break for a data center already 
under construction near the Belt-
line reignited tensions between 
the city of Atlanta and a Fulton 
County authority that critics say 
is too generous with incentives.
The Development Authority of 

Fulton County (DAFC) on April 
25 punted on a decision to grant 
the tax break to developer Qual-

ity Technology Services after fac-
ing a firestorm of resident com-
plaints and admonishments from 
city leaders ahead of last month’s 
vote. Instead, DAFC said it would 
hold meetings with neighbors and 
QTS with plans to reschedule a 
vote within two weeks.
But that deadline has already 

passed, and neighborhood groups 
said they’ve heard nothing from 
DAFC or the company.
Kansas-based QTS sought the 

incentive for a 50-acre expansion 

to its existing Atlanta data cen-
ter campus near West Marietta 
Street. But the item was pulled 
from DAFC’s meeting agenda after 
the board received more than 
100 written comments, nearly 
all opposed.
“No developer needs incen-

tives to build on the equivalent 
of beachfront property,” resident 
Robyn Turner wrote.
When asked by The Atlanta 

Journal-Constitution, neither 
QTS nor DAFC provided a date 
for when the tax break request 
would be reconsidered.

Proposal to grant $45 million incentive to project 
already under construction triggers opposition. 

DIGGING DEEPER  TAX INCENTIVES

Tax break creates turf war, outcry

DAFC continued on A10

Howell Station Neighborhood Association President Arthur Toal 
says QTS, the Kansas company seeking incentives, has not met with 
nearby residents. ARVIN TEMKAR/ARVIN.TEMKAR@AJC.COM
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McCarthy, 
Biden plan 
debt limit 
talks today

By Stephen Groves, Zeke Miller 
and Josh Boak
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — President Joe 
Biden will meet in person today 
with House Speaker Kevin McCa-
rthy about averting an econo-
my-wrecking federal default, and 
the Republican leader expressed 
cautious optimism about a possi-
ble debt ceiling compromise as 
Washington races to raise Amer-
ica’s borrowing limit before the 
funds could be depleted early 
next month.
The leaders spoke by phone 

Sunday while the president was 
returning home on Air Force One 
after the Group of Seven summit 
in Japan. McCarthy, R-Calif., told 
reporters at the Capitol that the 
call was “productive” and that 
the on-again, off-again negotia-
tions between his staff and White 

Both sides have said progress has been 
made but that they remain far apart.

Debt continued on A6

By Donovan J. Thomas
donovan.thomas@ajc.com

The loss of hospital services at 
Atlanta Medical Center’s two loca-
tions in downtown and East Point is 
the subject of plans and discussion 
for both Atlanta and Fulton County 
elected officials. But while elected 
leaders are pushing for new clinics 
and health facilities, existing clin-
ics say they already offer care to the 
poor and uninsured.
Craig Tindall, chief executive offi-

cer of Whitefoord Inc., a provider of 
charitable care in Atlanta, said lead-
ers of clinics that provide charitable 
care have raised their hands to help 
make up for the loss of services.
Whitefoord is one of several feder-

ally qualified health centers (FQHC) in 
Fulton. These federally funded non-
profit health centers treat medically 
underserved communities.
“It was kind of a revelation and 

news to the acute care hospitals that 
FQHCs had capacity to assist in this 
challenge,” Tindall said. “And that’s 

still the case.”
County commissioners are draft-

ing an agreement with Morehouse 
School of Medicine to open a new 
clinic in south Fulton County, near 
where Atlanta Medical Center South 
hospital was replaced with an out-pa-
tient clinic, Wellstar East Point Health 
Center. According to commission dis-
cussions in April, the proposed More-
house clinic would bring primary 
care doctors and other specialists to 

Nonprofit providers say they are ready to fill the health care gap.

CONTINUING COVERAGE  HEALTH CARE CRISIS

Clinics are option 
after hospital closings

Health care continued on A6

Dr. Keila Brown (left) confers with Dr. Dale Kesley Robertson at the Family Health Center at West End in Atlanta. Brown 
says that while clinics fill a need after hospital closings, patients sometimes have a longer wait for specialists and 
specialty services such as mammograms. They also may have longer travel times. HYOSUB SHIN/HYOSUB.SHIN@AJC.COM

LOCAL IN DEPTH  TECH TALENT 

I want you: Uncle Sam’s recruiter seeks talent

By Michael E. Kanell
michael.kanell@ajc.com

Kiran Ahuja is on a mission. 
The top recruiter for the fed-
eral government, Ahuja needs 
talent, especially younger, tech-
ier workers.
Just as Fortune 500 corpora-

tions, midsized companies and 
startups need coders and tech-
nologists, so does Uncle Sam and 
its dozens of agencies.

Ahuja, director of the Office of 
Personnel Management, which 
oversees hiring for the 2.2 mil-
lion-person federal workforce, 
said there are about 1,000 job 
openings in metro Atlanta for 
federal jobs, in addition to about 
half that number that could be 
done from anywhere.
“We want to compete for the 

people you have here, especially 
tech talent,” Ahuja, a graduate of 
Spelman College and the Univer-
sity of Georgia Law School, said 
last week during an interview 
with The Atlanta Journal-Con-
stitution.
Demographics makes hiring 

young workers in Atlanta espe-
cially important, she said. Cor-
porate America isn’t alone with 
a graying workforce.
One-third of the federal work-

force is now eligible to retire, 
while fewer than 7% of federal 
workers now are younger than 
30, she said.
“We want institutional knowl-

edge, but we need early career 
talent,” she said.
Recruiting at a time of near 

record low unemployment has 
been fraught for many employers.
Techies are in special demand: 

‘We want to compete 
for the people you have 
here,’ director says.

Jobs continued on A6

Kiran Ahuja, 
director of 
U.S. Office 
of Personnel 
Management, 
is a graduate 
of Spelman 
and UGA Law. 
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NEWS, A3

Russia bans Ga. secretary of state
Brad Raffensperger issued a snappy retort Saturday 
after learning he is among 500 Americans banned 
from the country for allegedly spreading Russophobia, 
aiding Ukraine or for other offenses. 

SOLUTIONS, A13

Going to college isn’t 
always for everyone
A new career and 

technical education 
program offers an 
alternative career path 
for teens. The educa-
tion program is not 
only free, but it also 
pays students for their 
work. The mission is 
to show students that 
career success doesn’t 
require a college 
degree. 

By Lauren Wagner
The 74

Jamar Kellam’s dream was to become a video game developer. During the first semester of his junior year, the Philadelphia high schooler had his plan for that goal already set: attend LaSalle University, a local pri-vate college with a price tag of more than $32,000 for tuition each year.But Kellam began to change his mind after a local nonprofit presented a new opportunity during a career class last fall: Launchpad, a new, three-year career and technical edu-cation program that not only was free, but paid students for their work.Though he couldn’t both do Launch-pad and earn a bachelor’s degree, the more Kellam learned about the pro-gram, the more he thought about changing his path.
“After learning that Launchpad was not compatible with a four-year col-lege, I dropped” my plan, Kellam said. “I wanted to do Launchpad more than I wanted to do college because of the opportunities it gives me to get a better job.”
Kellam is one of 45 students who were selected last fall among an inau-gural group of 90 applicants. Launch-pad’s program is presented in four stages.
In the first, which began in January and lasts through the semester, stu-dents attend weekly after-school meet-ings to participate in a vari-ety of workshops and activ-ities. 
Offerings include learn-

ing about information tech-nology and building a com-puter; going on private 
tours with local companies and creating presentations to teach younger students about the tech industry.
In the second stage, stu-

dents take half-days during senior year and the sum-
mer after graduation to com-plete online classes through Arizona State University. 
They also receive coaching from Launchpad staff and build relationships with local industry experts through 
networking and observing different companies.
The third stage is an intensive boot-camp at Launchpad’s Philadelphia office after graduation. Participants will work at least 30 hours a week to learn technical skills, develop a port-folio of completed projects and earn more college credits. In the fourth stage, they transition into a guaran-teed paid career with an industry part-ner, working with real clients. The goal is to place participants in jobs that pay at least $50,000 a year.
Dannyelle Austin, executive direc-tor of Launchpad, created the pro-gram’s framework in 2022. She said it’s crucial for students to start work-force development and career edu-cation early on. “So often, workforce programming waits until young peo-ple are disconnected from school and work to try to engage them, as 

require a college degree, she said.A 2019 report from the U.S. Depart-ment of Education found that by eight years after their expected graduation date, students who focused on career and technical education while in high school had higher median annual earnings than those who did not.Launchpad was created by Build-ing21, a Philadelphia nonprofit founded in 2013 to help traditional schools transition to a competen-cy-based approach, which values stu-dent performance instead of grade point averages. The nonprofit uses the frame-
work in two of its own high schools — Building 21 Phil-
adelphia, which Kellam 
attends, and another in 
Allentown. It also coaches educators and schools 
around the U.S. to transform curriculum to be competen-cy-based.
Austin said she hopes 

Launchpad can branch out to include more industries, but it’s starting with tech 
because of the variety of 
opportunities available.
“There’s such a need for tech — and coders, web 

developers in our [Philadel-phia] community particu-larly — and we also know there’s not a lot of Black and brown folks in tech,” Austin said. “We have to think about equity and really help our young peo-ple see themselves in this field.”The students will be paid through Launchpad, eventually earning up to $5,000 for work and time by the end of the program. The program is funded by donations and grants.The initial 45 students come from 10 public and charter schools around Philadelphia that have partnered with Launchpad. Belmont Charter High School has three students participat-ing. Malaun Yuille, Belmont’s direc-tor of college and career services, said Launchpad is a great fit for students already taking technology classes but who might not want to go to college.“Since our school does not currently have a career-technical educ

She said students have told her they are enjoying the program and appreci-ate the hands-on experience.Manora McCoy, a student at Mast-baum High School in Philadelphia, said her favorite part has been the project they’re working on right now: creating an interactive presentation that highlights local job opportuni-ties in tech. McCoy wants a career in health infotechnology.
“My mom is very proud of me for getting into a tech career, because nobody in our family is really inter-ested in that,” she said.
Chip Linehan, Building21 co-founder, said Launchpad’s first 

Launchpad is new educational route to success.

Focus on skills helps
kids launch careers

Launchpad students gather at a December 2022 event at Building21 Philadelphia high school. DANNYELLE AUSTIN/BUILDING21

“Ask yourself one question.‘Is it right?’Then do what you believe isbest for your town, your state and your country.”— James M. Cox, founder, Cox Enterprises

Mark A. Waligore,
Managing Editor

Andre Jackson,
Opinion Page Editor

Editorial Board
Andrew Morse, President and Publisher

Leroy Chapman Jr., Editor in Chief

ATLANTA FORWARD
»Solutions

80%
Amount of pay longtime

Georgia state law enforcement
officers could earn as a pension

under a new proposal.

THIS WEEK’S NUMBER“It is often the small steps, 
not the giant leaps, that bring about 

the most lasting change.”
Queen Elizabeth II

INSPIRATION TO START YOUR WEEK

Groups join forces to help 
students talk about emotional 

toll of pandemic.
By Melissa Cooney
WCAX-TV

SOUTH BURLINGTON, VT.— Many students are still feeling the effects of the pandemic months after remote learning ended. A new cross-campus collaboration in Vermont is focused on helping students talk about the emotional toll and share with others.South Burlington and Rice Memorial high schools may be rivals on the sports field, but at an event recently both schools were playing for the same team.“After the pandemic, people still felt isolated,” said Raphaela Sully, a senior at South Burlington high.
“There are so many student-athletes who are struggling,” said Sydney Adrian, a senior at Rice Memorial high.Two high school seniors at two different schools with one goal in mind.“When I started it, it wasn’t something that wasn’t something super talked about,” said Adrian. As in providing support for their peers who have spent more than half of their high school years in a pandemic.
Adrian started the school’s first mental health awareness club, which became one of the biggest clubs on campus, giving students a new outlet to just talk. “We’ve gotten so much sup-port. We actually helped to make sure that we get a mental health counselor at the school next year,” said Adrian.Just down the road in South Burlington, Sully is part of a similar club on their campus. Realizing that many students are having similar discussions, the two clubs joined forces to put on an event in support of local mental health organizations. “In doing this, we’re trying to make the community come together,” said Sully.

“Once the youth say what they’re interested in, adults will follow,” said Gar Smith, a prevention counselor at South Burlington. Smith says even though the stigma around mental health is easing, the conversation is taking on a new meaning for students after COVID-19. “In this endemic phase, we’re seeing a lot of people that maybe weren’t affected before. But then all that isolation — either with them or their families — we’re seeing a lot of stuff come up where we need more people in schools and communities to offer safe places for people just to talk about how to feel better.”
Smith said that, beyond the pandemic, different social pressures can be a lot for students and that they should start by focusing on what they can control, such as whether they’re sleeping well, eating well and exercising.
Students say conversations in clubs on campus are also helping in the mental health push.

MENTAL HEALTH

Rival schools 
collaborate
on mental 
health
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
The Launchpad career and

technical education program is free
and pays students for their work.

The program differs from others in
that it’s targeted to current students,
rather than trying to draw in those no
longer in school.

The program’s mission is to help
show that well-paying work doesn’t
have to require a college degree.

Unlike other education efforts, this
one focuses more on competency
rather than GPAs.

MORE DETAILS

‘Since our school does not 
currently have a career-
technical education 
program, we look for 
different organizations 
and businesses within 
our community to provide 
our students with 
opportunities to gain 
job-readiness skills.’
Malaun Yuille
Director of college and career services,
Belmont Charter High School
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as Biden 
returned 
home after 
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