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The.Lincolnwood.High.School.class.of.2023.was. led.by.
valedictorian.Justine.Seelbach.(left).and.salutatorian.Jasmine.
Vickery.(right),.who.addressed.classmates.during.commence-
ment.exercises.on.Friday,.May.19,.at.the.high.school...Miss.
Seelbach.is.the.daughter.of.Cindy.and.Steve.Seelbach.and.will.
attend.the.University.of.Illinois.this.fall.to.pursue.a.degree.in.
chemical.engineering...Miss.Vickery.is.the.daughter.of.Daniel.
Vickery.and.Andrea.Shreve,.and.will.begin.work.on.her.child.
psychology.degree.at.Illinois.State.. Journal-News Photo

Justine, Jasmine Lead 
Lincolnwood Class Of ‘23

It was a big evening for the Hillsboro 
Breakfast Sertoma Club as President 
Mark Osborn welcomed a large crowd to 
not only the Service to Mankind Award 
dinner but also to the club’s 50th anni-
versary celebration on Wednesday, May 
17, at the Hillsboro Lions Club building.

Osborn asked Sertoma Club member 
Bob Fuehne to lead the Pledge of Alle-
giance to open this year’s banquet. He 
also recognized several in attendance, 
including past Service to Mankind 
recipients.

Osborn introduced Cheryl Pence, 

Great Lakes regional director and 
member of the Springfield Sertoma 
Club. She reminded those present that 
Sertoma comes from the words “Service 
to Mankind” and that “it’s service to 
others, and the realization that what 
helps to make our lives worth living is 
when we help others.”

Pence congratulated the scholarship 
winners, the Redmans and Hillsboro 
Sertoma Club for 50 years of service 
to the community and for their mission 
to recognize those who help make this 
area a better place to live. 

Sertoma Club member Russell 
Greenwood made this year’s scholar-
ship presentations to Hillsboro High 
School graduates Summer Smith and 
Aurelie Granito. Each earned a $2,000 
scholarship for college, based on com-
munity service efforts throughout their 
high school careers. Smith will attend 
Lincoln Land Community College and 
Granito will be attending the Univer-
sity of Illinois. Each student introduced 
herself and her family and spoke about 
their plans for the future.

Continued on page 2A

Redmans Awarded Service To Mankind

Pictured. left. to. right. are. Great. Lakes. Regional. Director.
Cheryl.Pence,.award.recipients.Bruce.and.Nancy.Redman.and.
Sertoma.Club.President.Mark.Osborn.........Journal-News Photo

by Kyle Herschelman

Members of the Litchfield 
City Council approved a 
memorandum of under-
standing with E-Environ-
mental Solutions during 
their meeting on Thursday, 
May 18, for situations when 
the Litchfield Fire Depart-
ment responds to a situation 
in which hazardous materi-
als are involved.

According to Fire Chief 
Adam Pennock, the fire 
department currently takes 
care of situations where 
hazardous materials are 
spilled, then goes after the 
spiller to recoup the cost of 
the materials used in the 
cleanup. E-Environmental 
Solutions would take that 
off the department’s plate 
as they clean up the spill, 
pursue restitution for the 
cleanup and replace any sup-
plies the city may have used.

Pennock said that this is 
done at no cost to the city 
and there is no requirement 
to use the company if a spill 
happens. The memorandum 
simply states what the two 
parties agree to if the city 
does call E-Environmental 
Solutions for cleanup ser-
vices.

Also in fire department 
business, the council ap-
proved the purchase of a 
2020 Ford Explorer XLT 
four-door four-wheel drive 
from Victory Lane Ford for 
the cost of $35,005, plus 
$2,400 for lights, sirens and 
radio equipment to be pur-
chased and installed. The 
previous fire chief received 
a stipend to use his personal 
vehicle on calls, but during 
the budget process, Interim 
City Administrator Austin 
Edmondson pointed out 
various issues with that 
practice.

Rather than purchasing 
a new vehicle, which would 
cost $43,000 before purchase 
of extra equipment, Pen-
nock found the 2020 Ford 
Explorer at Victory Lane, 
which will be a significant 
cost savings for the city.

The council also approved 
the purchase of two 2023 
Ford Police Interceptor 
Utility vehicles from Mor-
row Brothers Ford, which 
includes the purchase and 
installation of necessary po-
lice equipment. Alderwoman 
Sara Zumwalt asked about a 
$1,010 charge listed as add-
ons in the bid, one of three 
the city received for the two 
vehicles. Police Chief Kenny 
Ryker said that it was for 
additional equipment and 
striping. The cost of the two 
vehicles $107,909, is less 
than the $120,000 budgeted 
for the two vehicles.

In street business, the 

council approved bid propos-
als for services from Litchfield 
Bituminous ($86,912.32), 
DeLaurent Construction 
($19,086.75), Beelman 
Trucking ($25,708.35) and 
Louis Marsch ($100,050) 
for a total of $231,757.42 for 
street maintenance during 
the annual oil and chipping 
street program. A motion to 
replace the sidewalk to meet 
ADA guidelines and impove 
drainage along Union Ave-
nue between Monroe St. and 
State St. also passed, with a 
low bid from KRB Excavat-
ing at a cost of $73,945.

The council also approved 
the purchase of replacement 
computers recommended by 
Zobrio at a cost of $9,633.14 
and an uninterrupted power 
supply for the membrane 
system at a cost of $5,608.42 
from Durkin Equipment. 

Continued on page 2A

Litchfield Fire To Get Help With HAZMAT

by Tori O’Dell

Under the watchful eyes 
of their former educators, 
family members and friends, 
the members of the Litchfield 
High School class of 2023 
gathered together in the 
Panther gym for the last time 
on Friday evening, May 19.

“Pomp and Circumstance,” 
played by the LHS Band, un-
der the direction of Cassie 

McKorkle, filled the air as the 
graduates entered Simmons 
gym, led by junior class mar-
shals, Carly Favre, Amanda 
Niemann and Kendall Stew-
art. Class president Hailey 
Rentz welcomed everyone 
to the commencement cer-
emony before the LHS choir, 
directed by Ellis Henley, sang 
the national anthem.

Rentz, one of two class 
speakers selected by their 

peers to speak during the 
ceremony, returned to the 
podium.

“I have always loved the 
last day of school, eagerly 
waiting for summer vaca-
tion, but this summer will 
be different. We are saying 
our last goodbyes and my 
feelings about the last day of 
school this year are different. 
I can’t help but look back on 
the past 13 years we have 

spent together.”
Rentz spoke about the 

Class of 2023’s shared 
journey from kindergarten 
through graduation, hitting 
on memorable moments as 
well as heartbreaking ones 
in her remembrance of Faith 
Hartzell, whose parents were 
presented a graduation cer-
tificate in her memory.

Continued on page 2A

Above.Class.Speaker.Laura.Boston.takes.a.quick.selfie.with.her.classmates.during.her.commencement.address... .
. . . . Journal-News/Tori O’Dell

Litchfield High School Graduates Class Of 2023

A Litchfield hotel was the 
site of an attempted armed 
robbery on Friday, May 19.

At 1:34 p.m. on Friday, the 
Litchfield Police Department 
received a report of an armed 
robbery at 11 Thunderbird 
Circle, the Hampton Inn in 
Litchfield.

Officers arrived at the loca-
tion and learned a black male 
subject with face and neck 
tattoos entered the business 
and displayed a handgun with 
an extended magazine and 
demanded cash.

The subject was observed 
wearing a red/pink and white 

horizontally striped shirt, 
blue and white jeans, a red 
stocking cap and white ten-
nis shoes.

The subject fled the area in 
a vehicle described as a light 
tan or grey mid-size SUV and 
was last seen on Illinois Rt. 16 
heading west from Corvette 
Drive.

This incident is pending 
investigation by the Litchfield 
Police Department, who was 
assisted in the initial response 
by the Montgomery County 
Sheriff ’s Ofice, Illinois State 
Police and the Illinois Secre-
tary of State Police.

Armed Robery Attempted 
At Litchfield Hotel Friday

Nokomis School Board 
Preps For Next Year

Superintendent Scott Do-
err reminded members of the 
Nokomis School Board that 
graduation will begin at 7 
p.m. on Friday, May 26, dur-
ing their meeting on Tuesday, 
May 16, at the unit office.

The superintendent also 
announced four administra-
tive transfers for next school 
year: Christine Jones to 

kindergarten, Tanya Engel-
man to elementary special 
ed, Hannah Atwood to early 
childhood aide, and Kelly 
Johnston to part-time special 
ed aide.

Much of the final meet-
ing of the 2022-23 school 
year dealt with the 2023-24 
school year.  

Continued on page 2A

County Athletes
Medal At State
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