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WASHINGTON – Debt limit talks be-
tween the White House and House Re-
publicans stopped, started and stopped
again Friday at the U.S. Capitol, a dizzy-
ing series of events in high-stakes nego-

tiations to avoid a potentially cata-
strophic federal default.

President Joe Biden’s administration
is reaching for a deal with Republicans
led by House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
as the nation faces a deadline as soon as
June 1 to raise the country’s borrowing
limit, now at $31 trillion, to keep paying
the nation’s bills. Republicans are de-
manding steep spending cuts the Dem-
ocrats oppose.

Negotiations came to an abrupt
standstill earlier in the day when Mc-

Carthy said it’s time to “pause” talks.
But the negotiating teams convened
again in the evening only to quickly call
it quits for the night. 

Biden, attending the Group of Seven
summit in Japan, continued to express
optimism that an agreement will be
reached, saying that negotiating hap-
pens “in stages.”

“I still believe we’ll be able to avoid a
default and get something done,” he
said. 

His press secretary, Karine Jean-

Pierre, earlier had acknowledged the
diffi�culty of the talks. 

“There’s no question we have serious
diff�erences,” she said, without outlining
any of them. 

Top Republican negotiators for Mc-
Carthy said after the evening session
that they were uncertain on next steps,
though it’s likely discussions will re-
sume over the weekend. The White
House publicly expressed optimism 

GOP, White House face key diff�erences in debt talks
Biden shows optimism
deal will be reached
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He’s been Jeff�erson County Public Schools superin-
tendent for four years and worked as an educator with-
in the district for nearly three decades.

Now JCPS Superintendent Marty Pollio, who has
steered the district through signifi�cant changes amid
persistent scrutiny, could retire and make roughly the

same amount of money as his current annual base sala-
ry of $276,000.

And while Pollio says he doesn’t plan to retire next
year, the fact that he could make as much either way is a
concern to at least one member of the JCPS school
board.

Chris Kolb, who represents District 2, said he hopes a

Superintendent could retire and make roughly same
amount of money as his current base salary of $276K

JCPS Superintendent Marty Pollio greets Waggener High School students on the fi�rst day of school on Aug.
10, 2022. MATT STONE/COURIER JOURNAL

JCPS board members
debate a raise for Pollio
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Tony Guanci remembers fi�rst tour-
ing the historic Louisville Gardens
space years ago. The space itself was
memorable, as was the cut he got on
his leg from a nail while walking
through the armory-turned-entertain-
ment venue.

The entrepreneur jokes that the
“TG” lettering on the front of the build-
ing stands for his name. But he knows
the storied downtown building be-
longs to no one person and holds a
special place in the memories of many.

“I am very aware of how important
this building is,” he said. “If you ask
anybody about The Gardens, every-
body has a story. It’s a high school
graduation, or I saw Elvis or I saw who-
ever … And I feel an obligation to do
something really important and do it
right.”

Guanci, along with Scott Hodgkins,
is working on a plan to revive the 1905
space with an anticipated minimum
investment of $60 million.

Their proposal to redevelop the
venue into fi�lm and television produc-
tion space made a splash in December
2022 at a news conference. 

Since then, the site hasn’t made
much progress. That’s about to
change, with environmental remedia-

Baby
steps
taken on
Gardens
Remediation work
scheduled on project
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