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BY MARK SCHLEIFSTEIN
Staff writer

A bumpy, 20-minute ride on a “Star
Wars”-like people mover crosses new
land, the result of a nearly complete
marsh creation project in an area
that badly needs it.

The ride was part of a recent tour to
showcase the Upper Barataria Marsh
Creation project, built by pumping
sediment nearly 14 miles inland from
the Mississippi River.

Paid for with more than $181 mil-
lion from the $5 billion set aside
by BP to restore natural resources
damaged during the company’s 2010
Deepwater Horizon accident and oil
spill, the project overseen by Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration Fisheries will have built
close to 1,200 acres of new land when
it is completed in October.

Some of the large polygons of
new land already are covered with
marsh grasses, while others are still
a collection of brown, sandy patches,
awaiting seeding by workers or by
the natural spread of wetland veg-
etation.

The sediment pumped from the
river filled open water to an initial
height of about 3 feet above sea level,
and the new land will eventually set-

tle to about 1.5 feet above the water.
Already, the patches are attracting

a variety of wetland birds, including
killdeer, red-winged blackbirds, least
terns, egrets, blue herons and even
an osprey.

Just offshore of one polygon, an al-
ligator floated in a stretch of remain-
ing open water.

The new land represents the fifth
of a series of restoration projects
dating back to 2009 that are rebuild-
ing a landbridge across portions of
Plaquemines and Jefferson parishes.
They stretch from the unprotected
side of hurricane levees along the

New land emerges
in Barataria Basin
Restoration project has pumped 8.4 million cubic yards
of sediment nearly 14 miles inland from Mississippi River

A bucket shovel excavator operated by Weeks Marine restores a waterway
between two new segments of the Upper Barataria Marsh Creation project,
just south of the town of Jean Lafitte, on May 15. The waterway will provide
a path for tidal flow from Barataria Bay and for fish, and will help funnel
sediment-rich water from the soon-to-be-built Mid-Barataria Sediment
Diversion into the new marshland.

STAFF PHOTOS BY DAVID GRUNFELD
Visitors tour a portion of 1,200 acres of new land being created as part of the Upper Barataria Marsh Creation project,
about 22 miles south of New Orleans and just south of Jean Lafitte in west bank Jefferson Parish on May 15. The
restoration project is expected to be completed by the end of October.

BY MEGAN WYATT
Staff writer

When Louisiana native Blake Lemoine began
working at Google, his work focused on mak-
ing Google Search better for users.

He created models to better predict what
kinds of content they would be interested in. If
you’ve ever seen a suggested news story while
using Google, then you’ve di-
rectly interacted with a sys-
tem Lemoine helped to build.

Little did he realize that he
would one day find himself in
the middle of the debate over
artificial intelligence and its
potential dangers.

Lemoine, 41, was one of the
first to speak out about ethics
concerns surrounding artificial intelligence
chatbots after he said a Google chatbot he was
testing seemed to be sentient, by behaving
anxiously similar to the way a human does.
After he published his conversations with the
chatbot last June, he was fired by Google.

Ex-Google
engineer
raises

concerns
over AI

La. native says tech will have
‘huge impact on society’

Lemoine

BY ANDREA GALLO
Staff writer

Toddlers who died from overdoses after
overlooked warnings.

Children who slept in state offices without
enough immediately available foster beds.

Teens who were shackled in solitary confine-
ment after escapes from juvenile lockups.

The state agencies charged with helping
vulnerable Louisiana children have been buf-
feted by controversies for the past year, with
revelations about serious lapses of protocol
rocking both the Department of Children
and Family Services and the Office of Juve-

Lawmakers
push for
children’s
oversight

Legislature eyes ombudsman
charged with accountability

ä See CONCERNS, page 3A

ä See OVERSIGHT, page 5A

ä See BARATARIA, page 5A
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BY KEN STICKNEY
Staff writer

To the very end, Monsignor W. Curtis Mal-
let, vicar general of the Catholic Diocese of
Lafayette, was sweating the small stuff.

The top aide to Bishop J. Douglas Desho-
tel was designated by the bishop in April as a

courier to the Vatican, charged with carrying
the formal paperwork and supporting items
for the sainthood cause of Auguste “Nonco”
Pelafigue, a church layman formerly of Ar-
naudville, to Rome. There, Mallet delivered
the boxes of documents about Pelafigue to the

Sainthood cause moves to Rome
Paperwork, items for Pelafigue taken by courier to the Vatican

Monsignor W. Curtis
Mallet is charged
with carrying the
formal paperwork and
supporting items for
the sainthood cause
of Auguste ‘Nonco’
Pelafigue, a church
layman formerly of
Arnaudville, to Rome.

PHOTO BY KEN STICKNEY

ADVOCATEADVOCATEADVOCATE
ACADIANAACADIANAACADIANATHE

THEADVOCATE.COM | MONDAY, MAY 22, 2023 $2.00X

ä See SAINTHOOD, page 3A


