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BATTLE CREEK — Willard Library is off�ering resi-
dents a new interactive and engaging way to explore
Battle Creek’s history.

The “Tours of Battle Creek” mobile app allows us-
ers to connect with the history of the Cereal City

through a guided audio tour, slide show tours using
archival video and photos as well as in-depth supple-
mental materials including interviews, video excerpts
and more, according to a release. The app is free and
available for download on both iOS and Android de-
vices.

“Tours of Battle Creek” currently features tours of 

Willard Library is offering residents a new interactive and engaging way to explore Battle Creek's history
with the "Tour of Battle Creek" mobile app. PROVIDED

Exploring ‘the
meaning of home’
Willard Library launches ‘Tours of Battle Creek’ mobile app

Greyson Steele
Battle Creek Enquirer
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LANSING — State offi�cials said Friday they remain
bullish on Michigan’s economic fortunes after agree-
ing to lower revenue forecasts they said are entirely
the result of recently approved tax changes and not
due to a cooling economy.

“Michigan’s economy continues to show signs of
growth and resilience,” said Treasurer Rachael Eu-
banks.

Though down from the record year of 2022, state
tax revenues are still running above pre-pandemic
levels and have allowed the administration of Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer to deliver targeted tax relief, Eu-
banks said after the revenue estimating conference
at the Capitol.

But state Rep. Sarah Lightner, R-Springport, mi-
nority vice-chair of the House Appropriations Com-
mittee, said the lower revenue numbers, along with
economic signs such as recent bank failures, point to
the need to reduce the overall size of Whitmer’s pro-
posed budget. “All of the evidence points to future
state revenue falling, but the Democrat majority is
spending money like they have it to burn,” she said.

Here are seven key takeaways from the confer-
ence, which is a key step in fi�nalizing the budget for
the fi�scal year that begins Oct. 1:

State revenues down close to $2.7B from
January

Offi�cials agreed to lower revenue expectations by
nearly $883 million for the current fi�scal year and by
$1.8 billion for 2024 from what was estimated in Jan-
uary. Though one of the projections they used fac-
tored in the loss of over $400 million due to a cooling
economy, the consensus numbers did not. The con-
sensus report said the entire downward revision was
expected based on recently approved tax cuts and
tax expenditures, including reduced taxes on retire-
ment income, a more generous Earned Income Tax
Credit, a reduction in the income tax rate for the 2023
tax year, and the earmarking of $600 million a year in
corporate income tax revenues for economic devel-
opment projects.

New tax cuts,
recovering
car sales
7 big things playing 
into Michigan’s revenue
Paul Egan
Detroit Free Press
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SALEM, Ore. – Oregon has long been seen as a
quirky state whose main city was satirized in a TV
comedy, where rugged country folk and urban hip-
sters could get along and political diff�erences could be
settled over a pint or two of craft beer.

But with a Republican walkout in the Democrat-
controlled Oregon Senate in its third week, Orego-
nians these days are wistfully recalling “The Oregon
Way,” when politicians of diff�erent stripes forged
agreements for the common good. Famous examples
include establishing the nation’s fi�rst recycling pro-
gram, ensuring public beach access for the entire

coastline and limiting urban sprawl in a pioneering
land-use program. 

A quarter-century ago, former Republican U.S.
Sen. Gordon Smith and current Democratic U.S. Sen.
Ron Wyden championed legislation together in Con-
gress and even jointly appeared at town halls across
the state, said Kerry Tymchuk, who was Gordon’s
Oregon chief of staff� back then. That spirit of coopera-
tion was mirrored in the Legislature, he said.

“There were moderate Republicans in the Legisla-
ture who represented suburban Portland. There were
conservative Democrats who represented some of the
rural districts,” said Tymchuk, currently the executive

GOP walkout shows political chasm
Andrew Selsky
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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  Optional Barrier Free Wheelchair 

Accessible
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 Easy-to-reach Shower Wand

 Fold Down Safety Seat
 Ergo L Shaped Grab Bar
 Lifetime Warranty


