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St. Luke’s gets  
new nursery
St. Luke’s will soon open its  

Level II Specialized Care Nursery  
at the hospital’s Birthing Center.
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NEW
Business!

CRYSTAL CLEAN
Exceptional Maid Service

• One-Time Cleaning
• Recurring Cleaning
• House Keeping Services
• Apartment Cleaning

218-750-0077 / www.ccmaidservice.org

• Office Cleaning
• Fall & Spring Cleaning
• Special Event Cleaning
• Deep Cleaning

Call for estimate–special pricing for seniors,
veterans, and low-income.

CRYSTAL CLEAN
Exceptional Maid Service

Film production, underway since May 1, will wrap Monday

‘RESCUING CHRISTMAS’ 
TO CO-STAR DULUTH

Jay Gabler / Duluth News Tribune
Director Emily Moss Wilson stands at Bayfront Festival Park during the filming of “Rescuing Christmas” in Duluth on Thursday.

By Jay Gabler
Duluth News Tribune

Duluth

The Christmas City of 
the North will appear 
on screen, as itself, in 

an upcoming holiday movie 
starring Minnesota’s own 
Rachael Leigh Cook.
“The fact that Rachael is 

a Minnesotan was such a 
kismet thing,” said Emily 

Moss Wilson, director of 
“Rescuing Christmas.”
Wilson was standing 

outside the Bayfront 
Family Center on Thursday 
afternoon, under skies that 
made it feel more like the 
end of days than the end of 
a year. The sun was shining 
through a haze due to 
Canadian wildfire smoke that 
drifted across Minnesota, 

sparking a statewide air 
quality alert.
Still, the mood was festive 

there among Bayfront’s 
tall evergreens, where a 
temporary Christmas village 
had sprung up and where 
portions of the ground were 
blanketed in white.
“Right now we’re here 

filming our big three-day 
finale,” explained Wilson. 

She said that despite the 
risks of planning to capture 
such a pivotal segment 
outdoors in changeable 
weather, “we really were 
like, ‘Oh, I can’t really 
envision this ending inside 
somewhere. We don’t get to 
see the snow — it doesn’t 
feel as magical.’”

By Jimmy Lovrien
Duluth News Tribune

CLOQUET — As other paper 
mills in the region shuttered, 
the Cloquet Mill has remained 
open, even thriving.
Owned by South Africa-

based Sappi since 2002, the 
mill is celebrating its 125th 
anniversary this summer.
Tom Radovich, managing 

director of the Cloquet Mill, 
credits its longevity to adapt-
ing products to new demands 
as its legacy customers, 
namely advertisers, dry up.
“If you look at the produc-

tion of coated graphic papers, 
coated mechanical papers, the 
volume from 2005 until now 
has been cut in half, and so 
you’ve got to change com-
pletely,” Radovich said. “A lot 
of mill closures occurred from 
this point forward and so we 
had to adapt to that … we’ve 
been able to survive.”
Advertisers have moved to 

the internet and away from 
print, reducing demand for 
coated papers.
But the Cloquet Mill has 

found new markets: custom 
photo albums that users can 
order online, store displays 
and gift cards. And later this 
year, the mill expects to pro-
duce a release liner for labels 
and tags.
Similarly, the pulp side of 

things has also evolved.
Its pulp mill used to make 

pulp that would then be made 
into paper, but in 2012, a $175 
million conversion now allows 

Sappi mill 
celebrates 
125 years
Public tours of Cloquet 
paper mill expected  
this summer

By Joe Bowen
Duluth News Tribune
DULUTH — Maria 

Oppelt’s business has 
already pivoted once, 
and is set to expand this 
summer.
The Denfeld 

sophomore started 
North Shore Sugar 
as a baking business 
when she was 13. She 

initially sold cakes 
and cupcakes, but has 
since shifted to selling 
made-to-order and 
prepackaged cotton 
candy.
Oppelt said she has 

kept the business 
relatively small in 
earlier years, but 
plans to set up shop 
at the Bailey Builds 
marketplace this 
summer and other 
Twin Ports get-
togethers. Her business 
has no employees 

By Alex Derosier
Duluth News Tribune
ST. PAUL — Minneso-

ta is closer than ever to 
funding a long-sought 
passenger rail line 
between Duluth and the 
Twin Cities.
House and Senate 

lawmakers have agreed 
on a final version of a 

transportation budget 
bill that includes $194.7 
million for Northern 
Lights Express rail. With 
just two full days left to 
conclude their business, 
they took up the bill in 
a joint committee and 
approved it late Saturday 
night, May 20.
The 266-page bill, 

which also contains new 
taxes and transportation 
spending, will have to 
pass the House and the 
Senate before it reaches 

Denfeld student runs sweet business
Passenger rail funded 
in budget legislation
Duluth-Twin Cities 
rail line part of 
transportation 
package

Maria Oppelt 
launched North 
Shore Sugar  
in junior high

Dan Williamson / Duluth News Tribune
A young customer happily receives an order of cotton 
candy from Maria Oppelt, 16, left, at Oppelt’s North 
Shore Sugar booth during the Spring into Mother’s 
Day event at Bailey Builds in Duluth on Saturday.
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