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Hamline University’s response to 
a Muslim student’s art class com-
plaint last fall violated the profes-
sor’s academic freedom, according 
to a new report by the American As-
sociation of University Professors.

The faculty membership organi-
zation visited the St. Paul private 
school campus in February and in-
terviewed numerous school admin-
istrators, faculty and others fol-
lowing widespread news coverage 
about the use of ancient art depict-
ing the Prophet Muhammad.

Aware that some Muslims take 
offense to visual depictions of the 
Prophet, adjunct professor Erika 
Lopez Prater warned students about 
the content on her world art class 
syllabus and again before showing 
the art during an online lesson in 
October.

Still, a student who viewed the 
art complained to Hamline admin-
istrators, who went on to criticize 
Lopez Prater’s decision in multiple 
statements and withdrew an of-
fer to have her teach again in the 
spring.

“The committee can only spec-
ulate about the reason for the de-
cision not to reappoint Professor 
López Prater. But circumstantial 
evidence strongly suggests that 
it was directly and solely a conse-
quence of what transpired during 
the October 6 class meeting,” the 
association said in a 19-page report 
Monday.

Lopez Prater’s use of the art was 

ST. PAUL

Outside 
review 
criticizes 
Hamline
Professor’s academic 
freedom violated in 
art class complaint

By Mary Divine
mdivine@pioneerpress.com

A series of five fatal crashes along 
Manning Avenue over an eight-year 
period led Washington County 
transportation officials to research 
ways to make the corridor safer.

Later this summer, construction 
crews will be installing “mumble 
strips,” or sinusoidal rumble strips, 
at the center line of Manning along 
a 17-mile stretch from 75th Street 
North to 240th Street North.

The mumble strips’ wave pattern, 
which will be milled into the center-
line of the roadway, will cause a ve-
hicle’s tires to vibrate, notifying the 
driver that they are crossing the cen-
terline, said Eden Rogers, an engi-
neer with the county’s public works 
department.

Mumble strips are quieter than 
the corrugated rumble strips found 
along many highways, which rat-
tle vehicles when drivers drift out 
of their lanes. Mumble strips are 
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HIROSHIMA, Japan — President 
Joe Biden and other leaders of the 
world’s major industrial democra-
cies rallied around Ukraine on Sun-
day with vows of resolute support 
and promises of further weapons 

shipments even as Russian forces 
claimed to have seized full control 
of a bitterly contested city.

Biden and his counterparts fig-
uratively and, in some cases, lit-
erally wrapped their arms around 
President Volodymyr Zelenskyy of 
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Biden, G7 unite on Ukraine 

Zelenskyy embraced at 
meeting of top democracies
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With traces of winter’s unusually heavy 
snow still lingering but a warm sun finally 
shining, farmers were out dawn to dusk in 
early May on their tractors, planting corn 
and soybeans across southwestern Minne-
sota fields many have owned for generations.

The threat of losing these beloved family 
farms has become a constant worry, affect-
ing many farmers’ mental health and rais-
ing concerns of another uptick in suicides 
like during the 1980s farm crisis. Much of the 
stress stems from being dependent on factors 

largely outside their control — from the in-
creasingly unpredictable weather to growing 
costs of equipment to global market swings 
that can wipe out profits.

“You’d be surprised how many people are 
suffering with depression. Farmers have 
been a group of people who keep problems 
to themselves, proud and private,” said Bob 
Worth, a third-generation crop farmer who 
with his son works 2,100 acres of rich, black 
soil near the hamlet of Lake Benton.

“The more you talk about this, the more 
you realize it can be fixed,” added Worth, 
who credits his wife with saving his life in 
the 1980s when he got so depressed that he 

wouldn’t budge from bed even for the har-
vest. At least three neighbors and fellow 
farmers killed themselves, Worth said.

Increasingly aware of agricultural work-
ers’ struggles with mental health, states such 
as Minnesota and South Dakota, a few miles 
west of Worth’s farm, are offering suicide pre-
vention training to clergy — who are a cru-
cial, trusted presence in rural America.

In Pipestone, the bigger town down the 
dirt road from Worth’s farm — with 4,200 
residents and a dozen churches — pastors 
from three Lutheran parishes are taking 
the four-week suicide prevention program 
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‘This could be anybody’
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Farmer Bob Worth, left, prays with his pastor and fellow church council members at their weekly meeting in the basement of the Lake Benton 
United Methodist Church in Lake Benton, Minn. Worth is a third-generation farmer in southwestern Minnesota who battled depression in the 
early 1980s and now advocates for help and deeper conversations around mental health and suicide prevention.
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In rural Minnesota, pastors are a lifeline to economically stressed farmers at risk of suicide
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Ukrainian president insists embat-
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President Joe Biden escorts Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy 
to a Sunday meeting on Ukraine at the G7 summit in Hiroshima, Japan.G7 » PAGE 3

By Alex Derosier
Forum News Service

A $3 billion tax bill backed by 
Democratic-Farmer-Labor law-

makers that cuts the Social Secu-
rity income tax for many Minneso-
tans, provides new child tax cred-
its and returns part of the surplus 
to taxpayers as a one-time check is 
on its way to becoming law.

Members of the Minnesota Sen-
ate on Sunday passed a bill con-
taining what DFL lawmakers have 
described as historic tax relief.

The hectic weekend action at 

the Capitol came as lawmakers 
head toward a Monday night ad-
journment deadline.

In the next two years, the tax 
bill creates $2 billion in cuts, $1 
billion in new taxes and $900 mil-
lion or so on items like local gov-
ernment aid and property tax re-
funds. Backers say it will help re-
duce child poverty, possibly by 
one-third. In the next four years it 

would create $4 billion in tax re-
lief and $2.2 billion in new taxes.

“The Senate tax bill prioritizes 
$4 billion in tax cuts for Minne-
sotans, putting money back in the 
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Legislature OKs bill to increase 
transportation funding; it includes 
Twin Cities-Duluth rail link. A2
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$3B tax measure approved
Contentious bill 
includes both 
cuts and hikes
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support: ‘We will not waver’

With a nod to the old St. Paul Dispatch  
on your porch, we’ll bring this  

top-news round-up to your email inbox 
every evening. Sign up today! 
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