
MONDAY, MAY 22, 2023 | LCSUN-NEWS.COM PART OF THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Volume 143 | Issue 39
Subscribe 877-321-0015
©2023 $1.50 QEAJAB-19301s

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking
news, area scores, things to do and
subscriber exclusives at lcsun-news.com.

Subscriber-only eNewspaper

Use your computer or app to access your paper online.
Subscribers also get access to USA TODAY’s eNewspaper,
plus updated news and sports Extra sections.

Bieniemy needed latest
challenge for himself
SPORTS, 1B

This story was originally published
by Searchlight New Mexico.

There once was a girl who lived in
Corrales and loved collecting butter-
fl�ies. She would capture perhaps 20 or
30 of them at a time, take them inside,
then set them free to fl�y around her
bedroom. Another thing she noticed
about herself: Whenever she happened
to be on the verge of a big life change, a
coyote would appear. “Not like one run-
ning across the road,” Veronica Krup-
nick, now 27 years old, recalled, “but
like I’d be out on a walk with my family,
and a coyote would follow along close
behind us.” 

For years, these uncanny animal
connections struck her as mysterious
and sometimes unsettling. “I didn’t
have anyone to teach me about them,”

Krupnick said, until she was reintro-
duced to her Hopi grandparents when
she was 19 or 20. It was then that she
learned that the coyote and the butter-
fl�y are among her clan affi�liations. Sud-
denly, these aspects of her life, along
with others, began to make sense.

An enrolled member of the Hopi
tribe, Krupnick’s lineage also includes
Jemez Pueblo and Navajo ancestry. She
was adopted by a white couple when
she was 10 years old, after spending
four years in seven diff�erent foster
placements. Though ultimately landing
in a home where she was physically
safe and materially secure, she strug-
gled throughout her adolescence and
was eventually admitted into a behav-
ioral residential treatment facility,
where she completed her last two years
of high school.

WHO GETS TO ADOPT
NATIVE CHILDREN?

Veronica Krupnick stands outside the state capitol in Santa Fe, where she works today as a leadership analyst.
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Court case stirs debate over whether their foster
families should come from the same culture
Michael Benanav
Searchlight New Mexico
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Krupnick is shown at age 4, before she
entered the foster care system.
PROVIDED BY VERONICA KRUPNICK 

WASHINGTON – President Joe Bi-
den and House Speaker Kevin McCar-
thy will meet in person on Monday as
the government races against a loom-
ing deadline to raise America’s debt
limit before federal funds potentially
run dry early next month.

The leaders spoke by phone Sunday
as the president returned home on Air
Force One after the Group of Seven
summit in Japan. McCarthy, R-Calif.,
told reporters at the Capitol that the
call was “productive” and that the on-
again, off�-again negotiations would
resume later in the day. 

Both sides have said progress was
being made but that they remain far
apart. Biden’s Treasury Department
has said it could run out of cash as
soon as June 1, and U.S. Treasury Sec-
retary Janet Yellen said Sunday, “I
think that that’s a hard deadline.”

McCarthy said after his call with Bi-
den that “I think we can solve some of
these problems if he understands
what we’re looking at.”

The speaker added, “But I’ve been
very clear to him from the very begin-
ning. We have to spend less money
than we spent last year.”

The Republican leader said “there’s
no agreement on anything” and that
“we’ve all said our piece about where
we are and we’re trying to fi�nd com-
mon ground to get this done.”

Their conversation followed an ex-
change of harsh rhetoric refl�ecting the
high stakes of the standoff�.

Biden said at a news conference in
Hiroshima that House Republicans
must move off� their “extreme posi-
tions” on the now-stalled talks over
raising the debt limit and that there
would be no agreement to avert a cata-
strophic default only on their terms.

McCarthy said that based on earlier
discussions, “I felt that we were at a
place where we could agree together
that we would have compromise.”
Now, he said on Fox News Channel’s
“Sunday Morning Futures,” “the presi-
dent, even though he was overseas,
thought to change places.”

Biden made clear before leaving Ja-
pan that “it’s time for Republicans to
accept that there is no deal to be made
solely, solely, on their partisan terms.” 

Biden,
McCarthy
to meet
Monday
for talks
Negotiations to resume
after ‘productive’ call

Zeke Miller, Josh Boak 
and Stephen Groves
ASSOCIATED PRESS
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“I think that we can reach an
agreement,” President Joe Biden
said, though he added this about
Republicans: “I can’t guarantee that
they wouldn’t force a default by
doing something outrageous.”
EVAN VUCCI/AP FILE 

An interesting phenomenon is tak-
ing place in the Las Cruces home-sale
market, according to a May 18 report
from the Las Cruces Association of
Realtors. 

While the number of new and exist-
ing single-family homes sold during the
fi�rst 41⁄�2 months of the year fell far short
of the number of closed sales booked
during the same period in 2022, sales of
homes priced at $800,000 and above
showed signifi�cant gains.

A total of 608 new and existing sin-
gle-family homes closed escrow be-
tween Jan. 1 and May 18 of this year,
representing a 321-unit, or 35.3%, de-
cline from the 909 units sold a year ear-
lier. An additional 35 sales of town-
homes and condominiums were
booked during the reporting period but
were not included in the totals. 

Of the 608 closed single-family
sales, 54, or just over 9%, sold for
$500,000 or more. A year earlier the
percentage was just over 8%.

Another interesting phenomenon is
that while the number of homes priced
between $500,000 and $799,999 de-
clined by 25% year-over-year, the num-
ber of homes sold at $800,000 and
above increased by 59%.

During the reporting period, the
number of homes sold between
$800,000 and $900,000 increased by
just over 18%. At the same time, sales in
the $900,000 to $1 million range dou-
bled, while sales of homes priced at $1
million or more tripled.

In another comparison, the median
sales price of the 608 new and existing
homes sold between Jan. 1 and May 18
of this year was $297,500. One year ago,
the median was $283,000.

See you at closing.
Gary Sandler is a full-time Realtor

and president of Gary Sandler Inc.
Realtors in Las Cruces. He loves to an-
swer questions and can be reached at
575-642-2292 or Gary@GarySan-
dler.com.

Las Cruces high-end home sales rise 
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