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This series of stories reported by 
CNHI reporters nationwide and with 
The Herald delves into the reasons 
behind the nation’s staggering 

lack of affordable housing, how it’s 
affecting residents and what gov-
ernment officials and community 
leaders are doing to find solutions.
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Norma J. McLEAN, 
79, of Grove City.
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By MONICA PRYTS
Allied News Staff Writer

GROVE CITY — Neva John-
ston has been a vendor at area 
farm markets for more than 40 
years, and she especially en-
joys the setup in Grove City.

“Everyone here is friendly. 
People take a lot of  pride,” she 
said.

Her farm, Johnston Acres 
in Pine Township, was one of  
about 20 vendors on hand ear-
lier this month for opening day 
of  Grove City Market in the 
Park.

The market is held from 3 to 
6 p.m. Thursdays through Oc-
tober in and around the Mon-
teleone shelter just beyond the 

main entrance of  the park off  
state Route 58.

Johnston was selling jelly, 
jam and a variety of  wool items 
like dryer balls, pot holders 
and felted wool soap. They 
raise their own sheep and have 
been trying to get creative 
because there’s not much of  a 
market for wool right now, she 
said.

Cheri Heeter, the farm mar-
ket manager, was enjoying 
the sunny afternoon with her 
husband Tim. In years past, 
it often rained on the opening 
day of  the market, which has 
been held in several different 
locations.

The Heeters own Breezy 
Ridges Acres, an apiary in 

Worth Township.
“We had one of  our worst 

winters ever,” she said.
They went from 68 to 19 

hives after mites took over. The 
Heeters do not use pesticides, 
as they like to keep everything 
as natural as possible.

“But we built it up again,” 
she said.

They’re selling beeswax food 
wraps, candles, lotion, honey 
and homemade butter mints.

New for this year’s market is 
massage therapy with Angela 
Wells, which Heeter thought 
would be an interesting addi-
tion.

Wells, who works as a 

It’s farm market time again in Grove City

MONICA PRYTS | Allied News
Neva Johnston of Johnston Acres in Pine Township was one of about 
20 vendors set up at Thursday’s Grove City Market in the Park. See MARKET, page A-2

By MICHAEL ROKNICK 
Herald Business Editor

Housing availability in 
Mercer County is no longer 
in bad shape: “It’s dire,’’ 
said Rod Wilt, executive 
director of  Penn-Northwest 
Development Corp.

Local Realtors agree. And 
the lack of  housing avail-
ability is across the board 
– condos, town houses, res-
idential homes and apart-
ments are all in severe short 
supply, they said.

A sharp home placed on 
sale at a reasonable price 
generates a frenzy among 
buyers, said Jan Jaussen, 
a Realtor at Howard Han-
na Bainbridge Kaufman’s 
Greenville office.

“It’s like watching pira-
nhas converge,’’ Jaussen 
said.

On Friday, the number 
of  active homes in Mercer 
County on the Multi-List, 
where real estate agents list 
properties for sale, totaled 
132.

“Three years ago there 
would be hundreds and 
hundreds of  homes on the 
list,’’ Nancy Schlegel, a Re-

altor and sales manager at 
Berkshire Hathaway’s Her-
mitage office, said.

It’s worse in hot spots like 
Hermitage.

On Friday, only 11 Her-
mitage homes were listed 
for sale, Jeff  Shaffer, a 
Berkshire Hathaway Real-

tor, said.
“Five years ago it would 

be nearly 100,’’ Shaffer add-
ed.

And that has driven up 
prices.

Ranch-style houses are 

Lack of supply creates  
local housing shortage

2-year waits for rental 
condos, Realtor says

MICHAEL ROKNICK | Herald
Jeff Shaffer, a Berkshire Hathaway Realtor, opens the door of a Hermitage ranch-style house 
that recently sold only two days after it was placed on the market for sale. As the local popu-
lation ages, ranch houses are prized by those who don’t want to deal with stairs.

“It’s like watching 
piranhas converge.”
Realtor Jan Jaussen  
on the buyer frenzy 
when a good house 
comes onto the market

By ERIC SCICCHITANO
CNHI State Reporter

Mortgage payments on 
homes sold at the median 
price across the U.S. have 
nearly tripled over the past 
decade.

The growth of  median 
salaries hasn’t approached 
that pace.

There are fewer homes for 
sale nationally, and those 
listed on the market are 
more expensive than ever. 

Middle-class Americans, 
particularly on the lower 
end, are finding themselves 
priced up and priced out of  
the housing market for sin-
gle-family homes.

Households earning me-
dian incomes or less could 
afford just 1 in 5 real estate 
listings by the close of  2022, 
according to analysts from 
the Urban Institute, a Wash-
ington, D.C.-based think 
tank.

“This is a huge decline. In 

2016, those same households 
could afford roughly half  of  
the homes that were listed 
for sale,” said Amalie Zinn, 
a research assistant with 
Urban Institute’s Housing 
Finance Policy Center.

Over the past month, 
reporters from CNHI News 
Service nationwide have 
sought to examine the 
issues surrounding afford-
able housing, who is most 
impacted by a lack of  it and 
what solutions states and 

communities have imple-
mented in this multipart 
special report.

The National Association 
of  Realtors found that there 
was just one listing consid-
ered affordable for every 65 
households earning $75,000 
to $100,000 annually in 2021, 
down from 1 in 24 in 2019.

The median sales price of  
homes in the fourth quar-
ter of  2012 was $251,700, 

Families in lower, middle classes increasingly 
being priced out of homes across the U.S.

See SHORTAGE, page A-3

See PRICED, page A-3

By DAVID L. DYE
Herald Staff Writer

Events across Mercer Coun-
ty next weekend will honor 
those in the armed forces who 
have given their lives in service 
to their country. These are 
some of  the activities planned:

Mercer
The annual Mercer Memori-

al Day 500 will return this year, 
featuring a variety of  services 
and activities along Court-
house Square.

Despite taking place in a 
“small town,” event Director 
Aaron Sines said he believes 
the event is the nicest in Mer-
cer County, due to the partici-
pation of  different groups and 
the continued support from the 
community.

“I hope people come and ap-
preciate what Memorial Day is 
all about,” Sines said.

The event gets its name from 
the 500 sponsored flags lining 
the streets; this year their 
number will increase by 100.

Events begin at 6 p.m. Sun-
day with a performance by 
musician Chris Higbee at 
the bandstand on the Mercer 
County Courthouse lawn.

At 8:30 a.m. Monday, May 

Memorial 
Day events 
planned 

throughout 
county

Herald file
Parade spectators line the 
streets of Mercer during last 
year’s Mercer Memorial Day 500 
among some of the namesake 
fluttering American flags.

See EVENTS, page A-2

1215 E. State St., Sharon
Mon.-Fri. 9 am-5 pm; Sat. 9 am-2 pm

724-346-6328 (MEAT)
Check out our website:  

www.shenangovalleymeats.weebly.com
We accept PA & Ohio EBT Access cards
Voted Best of the Best 2022!

PACKAGE #1
5# Ground Chuck
5# Drums Thighs
5# Pork Chops

2# Sirloin Steaks
1 1/2# Bacon

PACKAGE #3
10# Ground Chuck
10# Pork Chops
6# Chuck Roast

5# Chicken Breast
4# Sirloin Steaks
3# Bacon

PACKAGE #2
5# Ground Chuck
5# Chicken Breast
3# Beef Roast

5# Pork Chops
3# Sausage
4# Sirloin Steaks

$899
lb.

USDA Choice - Whole - Cut Free
New York Strip Steaks$299

lb.

Fresh Pork
Baby Back Ribs $249

lb.

Fresh 10 lb. Bags
Boneless Chicken Breasts

$399
lb.

Our Own - Store Made - Fresh
Italian Sausage

Bone-In Center Cut
Pork Chops
Pork Tenderloins

$349

$299
lb.

lb.

Our Own - Frozen - Lean
¼ lb. Beef Patties$529

lb.


