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BY DAVID SINGLETON
STAFF WRITER

An invasive mosquito known as an
aggressive biter and the carrier of a
number of potentially serious diseas-

es continues to spread acrossNortheast Penn-
sylvania, with new populations discovered in
twomore regional counties.

That’s the badnews.
The good news is the chance of an outbreak

of any of the major illnesses associated with
the Asian tiger mosquito is still regarded as
slim,with no documented cases of local trans-
mission in the state over the past two decades.

But state and local officials urgedmembers
of the public to stay vigilant, especially as the
Asian tiger mosquito expands its range and
becomes a growing presence in the common-
wealth.

“You should always exercise caution in any
area where you know you are going to find
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THIS BITES
Aggressive, disease-carrying mosquito spreads in NEPA
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Lackawanna County West Nile virus coordinator Rocco
Genovese, left, shows pellets Thursday used to kill
mosquito larvae near the Lackawanna River Heritage
Trail off Broadway Street. Above, mosquito traps are
seen in the back of a truck.

BY MARY CLARE JALONICK
AND MARC LEVY
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Before
Pennsylvania Sen. John Fet-
terman checked himself in
to the hospital for clinical

depression in February, he
walked the halls of the Sen-
ate stone-faced and dressed
in formal suits. These days,
he’s back to wearing the
hoodies and gym shorts he
was known for before he

became a senator.
Male senators are expected

towear a jacket and tie on the
Senate floor, but Fetterman
has a workaround. He votes
fromthedoorwayof theDem-
ocratic cloakroom or the side

entrance, making sure his
“yay” or “nay” is recorded
before ducking back out. In
between votes this past week,
Fetterman’s hoodie stayed on

Return of Fetterman’s sweatshirts isn’t only
sign he’s feeling more comfortable as senator
Quiet, withdrawn lawmaker now loud, outgoing after receiving depression treatment.FETTERMAN

Pennsylvania
senator

trades suits
for his

signature
hoodies and
gym shorts.

BY TERRIE
MORGAN-BESECKER

STAFF WRITER

Three Scranton retirees
stripped of double pension
benefits in 2017 filed a federal
lawsuit against the city, alleg-
ing the action violated their
constitutional rights.

Alan Sharr,Margaret Gar-
vey and Joseph Nagy con-
tend the city should be held
liable for failing to ensure a
2002 pension incentive
offered to certain nonuni-
formemployeeswasproperly
authorized and enacted.
Each seeksmore than $1mil-
lion in damages.

Sharr and Garvey were
among 13 employees to take
advantage of an incentive
that doubled the normal pen-
sion, which ranged from $600
to $700 amonth, for qualified
employees who retired by
Dec. 31, 2002. Nagy was
among an additional nine
employees who retroactively
qualified for the incentive in
2007. The city’s composite
pension board halted the
extra payments in March
2017.

The lawsuit, filed Friday
by Carbondale attorney Har-
ry Coleman, comes about 4½
years after Lackawanna
County Senior Judge Robert
Mazzoni upheld the board’s
decision.

In his ruling, Mazzoni said
he sympathized with the
retirees, who relied on

Scranton
retirees
sue over
pension
benefits
Former employees
denied incentive
each seek $1 million
in damages.
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BY HENRY SAVAGE
THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

New Jersey might be the
Garden State, but the Jer-
sey Shore is lacking a spe-
cific kind of greenery —
cannabis.

Last year was the first
summer of legal weed sales
in New Jersey. A year in,
however, there is only a sin-
gle adult-use cannabis dis-
pensary for consumers at
southern beaches in New
Jersey . This may come as a
surprise since the majority
of New Jersey voters, includ-
ing many in Jersey Shore
counties, are pro-cannabis
legalization.

It raises the question: How
weed-friendly is the Jersey
Shore? Here’swhat youneed
to know.

ACCESS
TO LEGAL
WEED NOT
A SHORE
THINGYET
You may have
trouble if you’re not
planning a trip to or
near Atlantic City.

Please see CANNABIS, Page A5

Here’s the scoop on the Post
A Green Ridge couple converted the former American
Legion Post 908 building into an ice cream shop and
spot for children’s parties. See how their plans have
changed since they bought the building. A3

A male Aedes albopictus,
also known as the Asian
tiger mosquito, rests on

the skin of a human host.


