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Local VVA chapter holds
26th annual information fair

Local agency representatives assist military veterans seeking medical aid, employment, housing 
and other needs at the 26th annual Veterans Information Fair at the Elks Lodge on Saturday in 
Texarkana, Texas. The fair is held each year to help veterans overcome traumatic experiences after 
coming back home from war. (Staff photo by Greg Bischof)

GREG BISCHOF
TEXARKANA GAZETTE

TEXARKANA, Texas — For 26 years, 
Texarkana Area Chapter 278 of Vietnam 
Veterans of America has helped to connect 
military veterans with medical, occupational, 
shelter and educational aid by holding an 
annual information fair.

This year’s fair was Saturday at the Elks 
Lodge on New Boston Road.

VVA President Greg Beck said the idea to 
start holding an annual veterans information 
fair came in the mid- to late 1990s, when he 
attended a veterans state council meeting 
where a similar information distribution 
event took place.

“They were conducting something sim-
ilar to what we have going on now, so we 
decided on holding this type of information 
event, and so far, it’s worked year after year,” 
Beck said.

Beck said the first two years of the fair 
were at the former Ramada Inn Hotel. It 

moved to another local hotel for two years, 
and then to the American Legion Hall on the 
Arkansas side for another two years.

From the American Legion, the fair moved 
to the Texas side’s Southwest Center for four 
years before arriving at the Elks Lodge.

Beck said about every year since it started, 
the fair has drawn no less then 14 or 15 veter-
ans assistance agencies, which have assisted 
on average at least 50 local and area veterans. 
This year’s fair aided 70 veterans.

“Every year, our veterans assistance agen-
cies help our vets file medical claims, as well 
as gain assistance in helping find home health 
care, along with aiding homeless veterans to 
find employment and a place to live,” he said.

Beck said the veterans aided by the annual 
fairs range in age from the 20s to the 80s.

The fairs assist veterans from Operation 
Desert Storm, Operation Enduring Freedom 
and Operation Iraqi Freedom.

“We even had a couple of World War II 
veterans at our most recent fair,” Becks said

Arkansas side to interview city manager candidate
GREG BISCHOF

TEXARKANA GAZETTE

TEXARKANA, Ark. — The city’s 
Board of Directors will hold another 
special executive session Monday to 

interview another city manager can-
didate.

The meeting will be at 4:30 p.m. 
Tuesday in the administrative con-
ference room at the Municipal Build-

ing.
For more information, call 870-779-

4991.
Finance Director TyRhonda Hen-

derson is acting city manager.

Sundays are for tacos

Marcia Colbey, from left, Sherry Ford and Sandy Martin sing and dance to Trophy Husband’s cover of The Cranberries’ “Zombie” during 
Taco Fest on Sunday afternoon at Redbone Magic Brewing in Texarkana, Texas. Lisa Durden, right, smiles as she watches the trio’s 
informal performance. The festival, the brainchild of Redbone founder Roger Sheppard, was held to showcase local businesses — in 
this case, taco vendors. See the story on Page 3A. (Staff photo by Stevon Gamble)

Lee’s China to reopen under new ownership
STEVON GAMBLE
TEXARKANA GAZETTE

TEXARKANA, Texas — 
Lee’s China is coming back 
for seconds under new own-
ership after closing for busi-
ness less than a week ago.

José Mendoza and wife 
Patricia Moya are buying the 
well-known eatery from the 
Kim family, with plans to re-
open by May 26.

Mendoza, 51, is making 
a return to Lee’s China. He 
worked at the restaurant for 
20 years, starting when he 
was 16. He left Lee’s for a 
time but continued to cook 
at other eateries in Texarkana, 
including Red Lobster, Crack-
er Barrel and Golden Palace

Keeping the grills fired up 
is a nod to patrons, Mendoza 

said Sunday to the Gazette.
“We have a lot of custom-

ers who really like this place, 
and probably they’re gonna 
miss us,” said Mendoza, who 
also will be the kitchen man-
ager.

The Kims and Mendo-
za discussed transferring 
ownership of the restaurant 
some time before Lee’s an-
nounced its closing May 10 
in a handwritten note taped 
to the front door of the estab-
lishment, which has operated 
for years at 3717 Mall Drive.

“We got a longtime rela-
tionship together, like family,” 
former owner Jung Kim said 
Sunday.

Jung operated Lee’s China, 
which opened in 1984, for the 

Jose Mendoza cleans a wok Sunday afternoon at Lee’s China in 
Texarkana, Texas. The restaurant, which closed for business less 
than a week ago, is reopening Friday under the ownership of 
Mendoza and wife Patricia Moya. (Staff photo by Stevon Gamble)See LEE’S, Page 2A

Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders signs the Arkansas 
LEARNS education overhaul bill into law on March 8 
at the state Capitol in Little Rock.

$34 milllion 
in COVID
aid shifted 
to LEARNS

MICHAEL R. WICKLINE
ARKANSAS DEMOCRAT-GAZETTE

Arkansas’ state lawmakers have signed off on the 
reallocation of $34.7 million in federal coronavirus 
recovery funds to support the implementation of 
Republican Gov. Sarah Huckabee Sanders’ public 
school overhaul law, which is known as the LEARNS 
Act.

LEARNS stands for literacy, empowerment, ac-
countability, readiness, networking and safety.

The state Department of Education’s request for 
approval of a previously approved appropriation 
zipped through the Legislative Council’s Perfor-
mance Evaluation and Expenditure Review Com-
mittee on Tuesday, and the full Legislative Council 
on Friday without any debate on the request from 
state lawmakers.

The education department changed its plan for 
American Rescue Plan funds to use $34.7 million of 
the department’s American Rescue Plan-Elementa-
ry and Secondary Schools Emergency Relief (ESS-
ER) Fund monies for the first year of the LEARNS 
Act, and the remaining $10 million has not been 
allocated and will come from the state Department 
of Finance and Administration’s American Rescue 
Plan funds, according to department spokeswoman 
Kim Mundell.

“We are using the education department ARP-ES-
SER funds instead of using all DF&A [state Depart-
ment of Finance and Administration] ARP funds in 
the first year,” she said in a written statement.

The state Department of Education is budgeting 
$6.2 million of the $34.7 million in federal ARP-ES-
SER funds for literacy coaches, $8.5 million for sup-
plemental education services with tutoring grants 
of $500, and $20 million for high-impact tutoring, 
Mundell said.

The department has projected that the LEARNS 
Act will cost $150 million in state general revenue, 
about $103 million in increased revenue from the 
state’s education adequacy fund and and about $44 
million in federal American Rescue Plan funds in 
its first year.

In March of 2021, President Joe Biden signed 
the $1.9 trillion American Rescue Plan Act that is 
designed to help the United States recover from 
the economic and health effects of the covid-19 
pandemic.

During Friday’s Legislative Council meeting, 
state Sen. Linda Chesterfield, D-Little Rock, ques-

See LEARNS, Page 2A


