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Touting the success of the
first phase of Tacoma’s violent
crime reduction plan, Police
Chief Avery Moore and the
plan’s authors announced at the
City Council study session Tues-
day that they will launch the
second phase.
Mike Smith, the criminal

justice chair at the University of
Texas at San Antonio, reported

that hotspot policing has led to a
21 percent decrease in violent
crime incidents city-wide during
the treatment period, from July
2022 to February 2023, com-
pared to the previous 12 months,
from July 2021 to June 2022.
The first phase of the plan
hoped to deter criminal activity
by having officers drive to more
than a dozen addresses with
high rates of violent street crime
– defined as aggravated assaults,
murders and robberies – at peak
times and activate their patrol

car lights for 15 minutes.
In those 16 treatment loca-

tions, violent crime has dropped
19.7%, compared to the treat-
ment period and last year.
Moore said there have been

no homicides in the hotspot
locations this year.
The second phase is problem-

oriented, place-based policing,
which will address underlying
conditions that contribute to
recurring problems. The first
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A Tacoma police officer stops in front of a man smoking under a
blanket on 84th Street during a visibility sweep through the Hosmer
area in Tacoma, Wash., July 19. Police Chief Avery Moore told business
owners the sweeps are meant for visibility to reduce illegal activity,
not for actively confronting crime.

Violent crime decreasing
with plan, officials say
BY LIZ MOOMEY
lmoomey@thenewstribune.com
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puted by Ukraine.
The Ukrainian leader’s in-

person appearance underscored
the centrality of the war for the
G7 bloc of rich democracies. It
also stole much of the limelight
from other priorities, including
security challenges in Asia and
outreach to the developing
world, that the leaders focused
on at the three-day gathering.
Hosting Japanese Prime Min-

ister Fumio Kishida said the
group was committed to “strong

HIROSHIMA, JAPAN
Ukrainian President Volody-

myr Zelenskyy huddled with
some of his biggest backers as
the Group of Seven summit
closed in Hiroshima on Sunday,
building momentum for his
country’s war effort even as
Russia claimed a battlefield
victory that was quickly dis-

backing for Ukraine from every
possible dimension.”
Zelenskyy held two major

rounds of meetings Sunday, one
with G7 leaders and a second
with them and a host of invited
guests including India and
South Korea. He also spoke
one-on-one with several leaders.
Hanging over Sunday’s talks

was the Russian claim that
forces of the Wagner private
army and Russian troops had
seized the Ukrainian city of

Bakhmut. The eight-month
battle for the eastern city – seen
by both sides as a major symbol-
ic prize – has been the longest
and likely bloodiest of the war.
Comments by Zelenskyy ear-

lier in the day suggested that the
Russians had finally taken the
city. But he and other Ukrainian
officials later cast doubt on that
assessment, with Zelenskyy
telling reporters that “Bakhmut
is not occupied by the Russian
Federation as of today.”
Even before Zelenskyy landed

Saturday, the G7 nations had
unveiled a slew of new sanctions
and other measures meant to
punish Moscow over its invasion
that began in February last year.

SVENSIMON The Presidential Office of Ukraine via Sipa USA

Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy, left, meets with Japanese Prime Minister Fumio Kishida on Sunday in Hiroshima, Japan, at the end
of the Group of Seven summit.

G7 ends as Zelenskyy meets
leaders, Russia claims gains
BY ADAM SCHRECK, FOSTER KLUG
AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press
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When the University of Puget
Sound named its natural history
museum after James Slater in
1979, it apparently didn’t know
or didn’t care that the former
biology professor taught a class

based on racist theories.
The school’s board of trustees

voted unanimously May 12 to
remove Slater’s name from the
museum after a student discov-
ered the now deceased profes-
sor taught courses in eugenics
there as late as 1951. Eugenics is
the practice of arranged human
reproduction to supposedly

increase desirable character-
istics in a population. Embraced
by Nazi Germany, the philoso-
phy was thoroughly discredited
by the end of the 20th century
for being unscientific and racist.
“Puget Sound’s commitment

to diversity is inherently at odds
with the concept of eugenics on
a fundamental level,” said UPS

vice president Lorna Hernandez
Jarvis, who co-chaired a com-
mittee to review the matter. “A
public commemoration of an
individual with a decades’ long
commitment to these beliefs
implies a reverence that is mis-
aligned with the mission, vision,
and values of the institution.”
Slater taught at what was then

the College of Puget Sound from
1919 to 1951. He taught a eugen-
ics course for nearly his entire
time at the college.
When Slater began his career,

Tacoma university will remove
eugenicist’s name from museum
BY CRAIG SAILOR
csailor@thenewstribune.com

SEE EUGENICIST, 5A

WASHINGTON
Debt ceiling talks were set

to resume Sunday evening as
Washington races to strike a
budget compromise along
with a deal to raise the na-
tion’s borrowing limit and
avert an economy-wrecking
federal default.
President Joe Biden and

House Speaker Kevin McCar-
thy spoke by phone Sunday
while the president was re-
turning home on Air Force
One after the Group of Seven
summit in Japan. Upbeat,
McCarthy, R-Calif., told
reporters at the Capitol that
the call was “productive” and
that the on-again, off-again
negotiations between his
staff and White House repre-
sentatives are focused on
spending cuts.
He’s to meet with Biden on

Monday at the White House.
Negotiators for the presi-

dent and speaker appear to
be narrowing on a budget cap
for the 2024 budget year that
would be key to resolving the
standoff. They face a dead-
line, as soon as June 1, when
the government could run
out of cash to pay its bills.
Treasury Secretary Janet
Yellen said Sunday that June
1 is a “hard deadline.”
McCarthy said after his call

with Biden that “I think we
can solve some of these prob-
lems if he understands what
we’re looking at.” The speak-
er added, “But I’ve been very
clear to him from the very
beginning: We have to spend
less money than we spent last
year.”
McCarthy emerged from

that conversation sounding
optimistic and was careful
not to criticize Biden’s trip, as
he had before. He did cau-
tion, “There’s no agreement
on anything.”
“We’re looking at, how do

we have a victory for this
country?” McCarthy said.
“How do we solve problems?
He said he did not think the
final legislation would re-
make the federal budget and
the country’s debt, but at
least “put us on a path to

Biden,
McCarthy to
meet for
more debt
ceiling talks
BY ZEKEMILLER, ZEKEMILLER
AND JOSH BOAK
Associated Press

SEE DEBT CEILING, 4A


