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WASHINGTON
President Joe Biden and

House Speaker Kevin McCarthy
will meet in person on Monday
as the government races against
a looming deadline to raise
America’s debt limit before
federal funds potentially run dry
early next month.
The leaders spoke by phone

Sunday as the president re-
turned home on Air Force One
after the Group of Seven sum-
mit in Japan. McCarthy, R-Cal-
if., told reporters at the Capitol
that the call was “productive”
and that the on-again, off-again
negotiations would resume later
in the day.
Both sides have said progress

was being made but that they
remain far apart. Biden’s Trea-
sury Department has said it
could run out of cash as soon as
June 1, and U.S. Treasury Secre-
tary Janet Yellen said Sunday, “I
think that that’s a hard dead-
line.”
McCarthy said after his call

with Biden that “I think we can
solve some of these problems if
he understands what we’re
looking at.” The speaker added,
“But I’ve been very clear to him
from the very beginning. We
have to spend less money than
we spent last year.”
The Republican leader said

“there’s no agreement on any-
thing” and that ”we’ve all said
our piece about where we are
and we’re trying to find com-
mon ground to get this done.”
Their conversation followed

an exchange of harsh rhetoric
reflecting the high stakes of the
standoff.
Biden said at a news confer-

ence in Hiroshima that House
Republicans must move off their
“extreme positions” on the
now-stalled talks over raising

Biden,
McCarthy to
meet for
more debt
ceiling talks

BY ZEKEMILLER, JOSH BOAK AND
STEPHEN GROVES
Associated Press
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RICHLAND, WA
Voters will decide on Aug. 1

whether or not three Richland
School Board officials should be

removed from office.
The Benton County Elections

Department said Friday they
had validated enough signa-
tures for each of the recall ac-
tions to put Semi Bird, Kari
Williams and Audra Byrd’s
names on the ballot.

Voters will vote on each of
them individually.
If a 50% majority, plus one,

votes in favor of recalling them,
they would be required to leave
office by the time the election is
certified.
“Work will continue on Mon-

day to finalize the remaining
signature verification,” read a
Friday afternoon news release.
“The Benton County Auditor
anticipates completion of all
three petitions and issuance of
certificates of sufficiency, set-
ting the official date of the
elections by the end of the day
Tuesday, May 23.”
The Richland School Board

Recall campaign started collect-
ing signatures on Feb. 15 and
delivered 18,788 signatures to
the election center on May 2.
Each board member faces

three recall charges alleging
they:

Richland School Board
recall can move on to
primary election
BY ERIC ROSANE
erosane@tricityherald.com
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fore us to think about the way
in which we treat each other
and remember how the law can

RICHLAND, WA
Sal Mendoza Jr. has repre-

sented a lot of firsts in his ca-
reer.
He was the first Latino judge

on the Benton and Franklin
superior court bench. Then he
was the first Latino federal
jurist in Eastern Washington.
And on Friday, he was sworn

in as the first Eastern Washing-
ton jurist to ever serve on the
U.S. Ninth Circuit Court of
Appeals in front of a crowded
auditorium at the federal court-
house in Richland.
“To me, though, being a

judge is really about trying to
understand people,” he said. “I
believe that is our job, to see
the humanity in every one be-

both help and hurt people.”
Mendoza held his investiture

ceremony on Friday afternoon

bringing a host of luminaries
from across the Tri-Cities, the
state and the country, including
about 14 of his new colleagues
from the Ninth Circuit.
He was confirmed by the U.S.

Senate in a 46-40 vote to the
spot in September.
A lifelong resident of Wash-

ington and a Prosser High grad-
uate, Mendoza grew up as the
son of migrant farmers and
worked on the crops of the
Mid-Columbia beside his par-
ents.
He graduated from the Uni-

versity of Washington in 1994,
and then from law school at the
University of California, Los
Angeles in 1997. He returned to
Washington, working as an
assistant attorney general, and
as a Franklin County deputy

BOB BRAWDY bbrawdy@tricityherald.com

Judge Sal Mendoza is helped by his wife, Mia, during the robing ceremony Friday afternoon during his investiture to the United States Court
of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. Their children, Carmaen, Anthony and Daniel, joined the ceremony held at the Federal Building in Richland.

Eastern Washington’s first federal
appeals court judge sworn in
BY CAMERON PROBERT
cprobert@tricityherald.com
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Washington Gov. Jay Inslee speaks during the investiture ceremony
for Judge Sal Mendoza to the United States Court of Appeals for the
Ninth Circuit held at the Federal Building in Richland.
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