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Officials struggle with COAM solution

4 Attorney says local action on
gaming machines may spark legal
challenges.

By David Crowder

News@rrpga.com

The gaming machines are
regulated by the Georgia Lot-
tery Corporation, so there are
limits to what actions local
governments can take.

“The reality is, maybe not ¢

at every one of these estab-
lishments, but oftentimes, in

Services Committee meeting. “So, what are
we going to do? We feel we should get some of
the money to help solve some of those issues.”

Rome Mayor Craig McDaniel told the
committee that his biggest issue with the
gaming machines is that there is a lot of
money leaving the area, and the local gov-
ernments get nothing. He noted that gam-

contracts and the operators. If we were to
require a stamp, and they to go through
an office — I am using the city clerk’s of-
fice as an example — where we could go
in and charge a fee for each machine, and
that stamp had to be renewed every year.”

McDaniel added that the revenue that is
raised from the fees could go to address is-

With moratoriums in place, officials
in Rome, Cave Spring, and Floyd County
are researching ways to address what they
termed as significant issues surrounding
coin-operated amusement machines.

addition to the playing of the
games, there is prostitution
and drug activity, and that’s the problem,”

Allison

sues in the community such as homeless-
Watters ty

ness, mental health, substance abuse, and
lack of transitional housing.

ing machines brought in over $1.4 billion
in gross revenue statewide in 2023.
“The lottery only gets 5% of that money,”

said Floyd County Commission Chair Allison
Watters during Tuesday’s Rome-Floyd Joint

he said. “The rest of that money is divided
equally between the people who have the

See COAM, A3

Berry
president
announces
retirement

From Berry College

Steve Briggs, president of
Berry College, has announced
his retirement effective at
the end of the 2024-2025
academic year.

Berry’s eighth president,
Briggs has served since 2006.

Briggs describes his work
as “embracing the enterpris-
ing spirit of Martha Berry
and demonstrating the con-
tinuing relevance of an ed-
ucation of the head, heart
and hands.”
He has em-
phasized the
value of a vi-
brant residen-
tial campus
for provid-
ing guided
learning ex-
periences so
that students
make the most of their col-
lege journey.

Briggs and his wife, Bren-
da, a constant on campus,
have made Berry their home.
“We have had the joy of
knowing thousands of stu-
dents,” he stated, “with each
generation forming Berry
into its own vibrant and
warm-hearted community.”

“The college is thriving, and
I am excited about how we
are elevating Berry’s distinc-
tive student experience and
exploring forward-looking
programs and partnerships.
The years ahead are full of
possibilities,” said Briggs.

According to Berry’s board
chair, Rick Gilbert, “Dr.
Briggs has radically trans-
formed Berry while deep-
ening its commitment to
the ideals of Martha Berry.
Throughout the years, he
has earned the profound re-
spect and trust of the Berry
community, donors, trust-
ees and local leaders. We ex-
tend our heartfelt gratitude

Steve
Briggs

The most important thing for us is that there e

are no gaps in service. And we owe a lot to
Rome’s Office of Technology Services; they've
been very focused.”

Assistant Police Chief Rodney Bailey

Adam Carey

The new, temporary headquarters of the Rome Police Department on Technology Parkway and Vail Street. The RPD
will move over the weekend and be open to the public Tuesday morning if all goes according to plan.

Rome Police Department preps
to move to Technology Parkway

By Adam Carey
ACarey@RN-T.com

The Rome Police Depart-
ment is in final preparations
before they move their head-
quarters to a new location
on Technology Parkway
and Vail Street adjacent
to Eagle Christian Tours.

“Our official address will
be 375 Technology Parkway
on Tuesday,” RPD Com-
munity Information Spe-
cialist Kelly Madden said.

The city had been look-
ing for a new headquar-
ters for the Rome Police
Department following the
10-year sales tax agreement
between the city, county
and city of Cave Spring
finalized in 2022.

One of the results of that

Adam Carey

Employees move records out of the Law Enforcement
Center in anticipation of this weekend’s move to the new
location on Technology Parkway.

law enforcement center
downtown at 5 Govern-
ment Plaza. The move has
been planned for months
since the city purchased the

“The most important thing
for us is that there are no
gaps in service,” Assistant
Police Chief Rodney Bailey
said. “And we owe a lot to

The logistics of moving
around 100 law enforcement
officers and other staff is
a significant undertaking,
especially considering RPD
has been in the same loca-
tion for almost 25 years.

“We're also fortunate that
most on-duty officers work
in their vehicles,” Bailey said.
“They need their technology
to work, and where to drop
off their reports and vehicle
at the end of their shift.”

Bailey said they have kept
on schedule, and have been
updating staff on the sta-
tus of the move regularly.

Not everything is imme-
diately moving to the new
location. The evidence room
and the mechanics who
work on police vehicles
are remaining downtown

Greene
calls for
resignation

of Ga. GOP
vice chair

By John Bailey
JBailey@RN-T.com

The Georgia Republican
Party first vice chair said he
will not step down despite
calls to resign from peo-
ple within his
own party, in-
cluding 14th
District U.S.
Rep. Marjo-
rie Taylor
Greene.

Greene,
who also
continues
to make false
claims that
the 2020 election was stolen,
called for Brian Pritchard’s
immediate resignation this

Rep. Marjorie
Taylor
Greene

for his dedicated service agreement was that both Technology Parkway prop- Rome’s Office of Technol- for the time being. past week and stated the
the Rome and Floyd Coun- erty and office building for ogy Services; they’ve been
See BRIGGS, A3 ty police would vacate the $2 million in November. very focused.” See RPD, A2 See GOP, A2
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Visit RN-T.com to see Today’s Young Artist monthly galleries. Email submissions of
student artwork to HKoon@RN-T.com. Include the student’s name, grade and school.

ROME NEWS-TRIBUNE CLASSIFIEDS WORK ¢

@RomeNewsTribune ﬁ /RomeNewsTribune (O) @romenews

DON'T MISS AN ISSUE. SUBSCRIBE TODAY - 706-290-5200

I'm your agent for that.

No one wants to pay for unnecessary extras and with my help, you won't
have to. I'll help make sure you understand your options, and that you
have the best coverage at the best price.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.’

CALL ME TODAY.

StateFarm’

Terry Simmons, Agent

terry.simmons.bw0z@statefarm.com

5 N Fourth Street
Lindale, GA 30147
Bus: 706-235-3276

Mon-Fri 9:00am to 5:00pm

After Hours by Appointment

1001183.1 State Farm, Home Office, Bloomington, IL




