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US says ‘increasingly 
frustrated’ by Israel’s 
handling of Gaza war

• By TOVAH LAZAROFF

 there is growing american 
frustration over idF actions 
in Gaza, even as it contin-
ues to support israel’s right 
to defend itself, us national 
security communications 
adviser john Kirby said on 
sunday as prime minister 
Benjamin netanyahu took 
steps to soothe tensions 
between jerusalem and 
washington.

there has been a “grow-
ing degree of frustration 
that we’ve had with the way 
these operations are being 
[executed] and the way that 
the israelis are acting on the 
ground in terms of civilian 
casualties,” Kirby told aBc’s 
Meet the Press.

that “frustration” was at 
the core of the message us 
president joe Biden delivered 

to netanyahu in their phone 
call this week, Kirby said, as 
he recalled the terse 30-min-
ute conversation between the 
two leaders on thursday.

israel has “got to do more,” 
it has “got to make changes,” 
Kirby said. He acknowledged 
that netanyahu pledged to 
take steps to improve the sit-
uation, which he welcomed, 
but that more needed to be 
done.

the coordinator of Gov-
ernment activities in the 
territories (coGat) said that 
322 humanitarian aid trucks 
entered Gaza on sunday, the 
largest amount in a single day 
since october 7.

the security cabinet 
last week also took steps to 
improve humanitarian con-
ditions in Gaza, including an 
agreement to open the erez 
crossing to allow goods to 
be transported to the enclave 
through the ashdod port.

the issue of israel’s failure 
to ensure adequate provision 

IDF wraps up active 
Gaza operation, 

pulls out from South
Gallant: Withdrawal will allow for 

Rafah op • 4 soldiers killed in ambush
• By YONAH JEREMY BOB  

and TOVAH LAZAROFF

the idF on sunday 
announced that it concluded 
the active invasion stage of the 
war, leaving open the possibil-
ity of a future new invasion of 
rafah in deep southern Gaza.

the military withdrew all of 
division 98 from Khan yunis, 
maintaining one-plus brigades 
– the nahal Brigade and por-
tions of Brigade 401 – in north-
ern and central Gaza.

although a top idF official 
said this change had nothing 
to do with us pressure, the 
timing was unmistakable, com-
ing right after the idF’s disas-

trous mistaken killing of seven 
humanitarian aid workers last 
week.

the decision also came 
less than two days after isra-

el opened the erez crossing 
and ashdod port to transfer 
humanitarian aid, decisions 
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The Gaza border, six months on
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• By SETH J. FRANTZMAN

lines of freshly planted 
trees. israeli flags, each at a 
different height on a stick 
above where a tree will one 
day grow, fly in the wind. it’s 
been six months since the 
nova festival massacre took 
place here. 

on each flag is printed the 
name of one of the victims who 
was killed here, or in the near-
by forests and fields, during 
the massacre. meanwhile, the 

sound of artillery can be heard 
in the distance. By this late 
point in the day, the military 
had already announced that it 
was rotating forces out of Gaza.

a sense of change, noted by 
the passage of half a year, can 
be felt here. time continues to 
pass, and each day ends, but 
there is no closure for the fami-
lies, who are left in limbo while 
Hamas continues to hold 133 
hostages.

on sunday morning, families 
of the nova victims gathered 
at the site. they talked of the 

feeling of abandonment they 
experienced, especially from 
the government; they talked 
of pain, of getting treatment 
for that pain. they spoke about 
how this massacre could have 
been prevented, and how diffi-
cult it is to return to life.

right then was when the 
news broke that a mourner’s 
wreath was sent to the family of 
19-year-old hostage liri albag, 
blaming the government for 
the lack of a deal. the shin Bet 

A HOUSE burned by Hamas terrorists on October 7 is seen at Kibbutz Nirim yesterday.  
(Seth J. Frantzman)
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‘We can’t abandon the hostages’
Tens of thousands rally outside Knesset for captives, six months after Oct. 7

• By EVE YOUNG

tens of thousands gathered 
outside the Knesset for a rally in 
support of the hostages on sun-
day night, exactly six months 
after they were kidnapped by 
Hamas and taken to Gaza on 
october 7. 

“Half a year that 133 hos-
tages are being tortured day 
in and day out, every minute, 
in Hamas captivity,” said the 
Hostages and missing Families 
Forum.

the forum also addressed the 
idF pullout of southern Gaza 
on sunday, saying that “the 

withdrawal of forces should be 
the first stage in a hostage deal. 
now, we must not abandon the 
hostages in Gaza.”

released hostage itay regev 
spoke at the rally, talking about 
the emotional torture faced by 
the hostages, and about how 
Hamas would tell them that no 

one cared about bringing them 
home.

“i just want to ask our leaders, 
is it true? Have you given up on 
them?” he asked. “are the ter-
rorists correct? i would like an 
answer, but before the [Knesset] 
recess if possible,” he said, refer-
encing the parliamentary break 
that began sunday.

released hostage agam Gold-
stein-almog also spoke, recall-
ing her time in captivity. “i used 
to think a lot about who the 
people fighting for me were, 
who is dealing with my release, 
and you are those people, a 
huge part of them,” she told 
the crowd.

she addressed the hostages 
still in Gaza telling them, “i 
hope you aren’t counting the 
days, i hope you don’t know 
how long it has been and 
that you don’t know what a 
catastrophe it is, and that you 
don’t know what [those in isra-
el] are talking about and busy 
with, while you are fighting for 
your lives.

“today we mark six months, 

Netanyahu: Hamas, not Israel, 
is preventing a hostage deal

• By TOVAH LAZAROFF

Hamas remains the stumbling block to a 
deal, prime minister Benjamin netanyahu said 
on sunday as cairo hosted another round of 
hostage talks that included cia director wil-
liam Burns as well as israeli, egyptian, and 
Qatari officials.

“it is not israel that is preventing a deal. 
Hamas is preventing a deal,” netanyahu 
charged at the start of the weekly govern-
ment meeting.

in advance of the talks, us president joe 
Biden had said that netanyahu needed to 
do more to support a deal for the remain-

ing 133 captives.
Hamas, whose officials are also in cairo, 

has demanded that israel halt the war and 
withdraw the idF from Gaza, while israel has 
insisted that it must complete its military 
mission to destroy the terror group and oust 
it from the enclave.

israel has been under increased pressure 
from the international community to end the 
war, irrespective of whether the hostages are 
freed.

“i have made it clear to the international 
community: there will be no ceasefire without 

RELATIVES AND supporters of the hostages held in Gaza by Hamas hold up placards at a demonstration in front of the Knesset in 
Jerusalem last night, demanding that the government conclude a deal that will bring the 133 captives home. 
(Menahem Kahana/AFP via Getty Images)

Is pullout due to US pressure, or 
strategy shift on hostages, Rafah?

ANALYSIS
• By YONAH JEREMY BOB

“stunning” is the only word appropriate 
to describe the decision to withdraw from 
Khan yunis in the southern Gaza strip on 
sunday.

some political and defense officials tried 

to offer explanations as to how it was hint-
ed to, or was consistent with israel’s strate-
gy to date – simply, it was not.

For months, israel’s consistent strategy 
was that the only way the idF could con-
vince Hamas to return more hostages would 
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7,000 in NY join call 
for hostage deal

• By HANNAH SARISOHN 
Jerusalem Post Correspondent

new yorK – more than 
7,000 people gathered sun-
day afternoon near the 
united nations in new york 
calling for the return of the 
remaining 133 hostages, in 
the largest rally outside of 
israel to date.

Hostages’ family members 
and rescued hostage louis 
Har were joined by members 
of congress and local com-
munity leaders as well rep-
resentatives of 150 organiza-
tions including synagogues, 
churches, and schools.

Former prime minister naf-
tali Bennett was also in atten-
dance and was seen embrac-
ing ruby chen, father of 
deceased hostage itay chen.

the rally began with an 
exhibit by activists with the 
Hostage and missing Families 
Forum chained in cages with 
the goal of shocking passers-
by and reminding them what 
life in captivity looks like.

Har, who was rescued from 
Hamas captivity after 129 
days, told the crowd he can’t 
start healing until all of the 
hostages are returned home.

THOUSANDS MARCH in New York near the United Nations 
yesterday, calling for the release of the hostages six months 
after October 7. (Hostage and Missing Families Forum)See war, Page 7
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