
By Nicole Winfield and Vanessa Gera
Associated Press

VATICAN CITY — Robert Prevost, 
the Chicago-born missionary 
who spent his career minister-

ing in Peru and took over the Vati-
can’s powerful office of bishops, was 
elected pope on Thursday — the first 
in the history of the Catholic Church 
from the United States.
Prevost, a 69-year-old member of 

the Augustinian religious order, took 
the name Leo XIV.
In his first words as Pope Francis’ 

successor, uttered from the loggia of 
St. Peter’s Basilica, Leo said, “Peace be 
with you,” and emphasized a message 
of “a disarmed and disarming peace” 
dialogue and missionary evangeliza-

tion. He wore the traditional red cape 
and trappings of the papacy — a cape 
that Francis had eschewed on his elec-
tion in 2013 — suggesting a return to 
some degree of tradition after Fran-
cis’ unorthodox pontificate.
“I would also like to thank all my 

brother cardinals who have chosen 
me to be the successor of Peter and 
to walk together with you as a united 
church, always trying to find peace, 
justice, and always trying to work 
as men and women faithful to Jesus 
Christ, without fear,” the pope said 
in near-perfect Italian, mentioning 
the saint considered the first pope.
Prevost had been a leading candi-

date for the papacy, but there had 

U.S.-U.K. TRADE DEAL, A3

Trump cuts taxes on 
British autos, steel 
The president’s 
announcement 
used grandiose 
terms but with 
limited details 
about what 
the deal will 
achieve.
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In ICE custody: Dalton student joins 
father in detention after traffic stop. 
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His last games: Tech’s Danny Hall about 
to coach his final baseball series at home. 
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In first address, Robert Prevost offers his desire ‘to walk together 
with you as a united church, always trying to find peace, justice.’ 

A NEW PONTIFF: POPE LEO XIV

Conclave chooses 
first U.S.-born pope

Newly elected Pope Leo XIV, Robert Prevost, arrives on the balcony of St. Peter’s Basilica on Thursday. Prevost, the first 
pope from the U.S., was close to Pope Francis and spent years as a missionary in Peru. ALBERTO PIZZOLI/AFP/GETTY IMAGES/TNS

MORE DETAILS
Why did the pontiff choose Leo?

Pope Leo XIV’s choice of name 
signals a commitment to social 
justice very much in line with the 
late Pope Francis’ ministry. The 
last pope named Leo was Pope 
Leo XIII, who led the Catholic 
Church from 1878 to 1903 and 
laid the foundation for modern 
Catholic social thought, most 
famously with his 1891 encyclical 
Rerum Novarum, which addressed 
workers’ rights and capitalism at 
the dawn of the industrial age.
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Shaq-backed online college opens Atlanta hub 
Campus — a two-year, for-profit school — seeks to change how community 
colleges work. It plans to create hundreds of jobs at its new hub here.
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Mother’s Day is Sunday, and sure, a rose 
with breakfast in bed is nice. But how 
about pampering her in a way she’ll never 
forget? Metro Atlanta 
is brimming with 
events this weekend, 
and a number of 
restaurants are 
serving up specials 
for the mom or 
mother figure in 
your life.

Spoil your mom this 
weekend with a day 

(or night) on the town
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1 Chastain Park Arts Festival.  The 17th annual festival includes fine arts and crafts, a children’s area, food trucks and live music.  10 a.m.-5 p.m. Saturday and  11 a.m.-5 p.m. Sunday. Free.  Chastain Park, 4469 Stella Drive, Atlanta. chastainparkartsfestival.com.

By Avery Newmark  and Olivia Wakim avery.newmark@ajc.com, olivia.wakim@ajc.com

Mother’s Day is Sunday, and if your mom is craving something more than just breakfast in bed, Atlanta is brimming with unforgettable ways to celebrate  the special mom or mother figure in your life.

By Henri Hollis
henri.hollis@ajc.com

In the modern world of influencers and taste-makers, it often feels as if the scales have tipped heavily toward style and away from substance. Perception consistently wins over reality.Yuji Modern Japanese, a new restaurant cre-ated by Alex Kinjo, has the ambience and prom-inent location on the Atlanta Beltline’s Eastside Trail that would make it a success even if the food were mediocre.But it stands out because its good looks are more than skin-deep; there’s a delicious wagyu steak behind the sizzle. When I reviewed the most recent restaurant Kinjo had opened, Yakitori Kona, I marveled at his ability to spin a great cocktail bar out of such a tiny, strange space. The drinks and vibes at the little restaurant were excellent, and the food was excit-ing, even though Kona doesn’t have a real kitchen.Yuji faces no such limitations; from the elaborate outdoor bar beckoning the Beltline hordes t thedecadent hi r

Creator Alex Kinjo’s latest restaurant concept feels fully unrestrained.

Yuji brings sushi, steak, sizzle  to Beltline in  Old Fourth Ward

By Olivia Wakim
olivia.wakim@ajc.com

Wine bars offer a range of dining experiences, from a romantic date to a solo afternoon with a book or a night out with friends. Metro Atlanta is bursting with wine bars. Many specialize in unique wine styles or production methods, and they offer a variety of food and price points.Check out these wine bars across metro Atlanta.Barcelona Wine BarThis Connecticut-based wine bar has locations across the U.S., including in Inman Park and the Westside Ironworks developmeIt off

More than 15 establishments  offer sips for every taste.

The essential guide to 
METRO ATLANTA WINE BARS

ADOBE STOCK

Brunches, concerts  and festivals to wow 
EVENTS AND FESTIVALS

Afternoon tea is arelaxing option for a  Mother’s Day celebration. The St. Regis and the Millennium Gate Museum are among the local destinations offering an afternoon of pampering for mothers. AJC FILE

Alpharetta Moonlight MarketTake Mom shopping at this dreamy open-air market, featuring original artwork, 
handmade jewelry, home decor and more from local artisans. 

 ■ 5-10 p.m. today. 2001 Commerce St., Alpharetta. awesomealpharetta.comSweet Auburn SpringfestKeep the party going at this Atlanta classic, celebrating nearly 40 years of music, 
food and family fun in the historic Sweet Auburn District. This year’s lineup 
features Buckhead Boyz, GABE Atlanta and Soul for Real. ■ 11 a.m.-9 p.m. Saturday; 1-8 p.m. Sunday.  230 John Wesley Dobbs Ave., Atlanta. sweetauburn.comMother’s Day Afternoon Tea  at The St. Regis AtlantaSpoil Mom with a chic afternoon of handcrafted pastries, finger sandwiches and high-end teas, all set against the backdrop of elegance and sophistication. Bonus: Shop the MME.Mink pop-up while you’re there. ■ Noon-5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday. 88 West Paces Ferry Road 

NW, Atlanta. stregisatlanta.com

Mother May I dance partyWestside Motor Lounge will hold a daytime dance party for the whole family. Attendees can expect a D J, lawn games for the kids, a full bar with Mother’s Day cocktails and pop-up vendors. Tickets are $11 for kids and $17 for adults but will increase in price on Saturday.  ■ 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Saturday.  725 Echo St. NW, Atlanta. 678-388-9536, westsidemotorlounge.com/happenings
Mother’s Day at the zooGo wild at Zoo Atlanta with animal encounters, themed crafts, a scavenger hunt and free admission for moms with a paying guest.  ■ 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday. 800 Cherokee Ave. SE, Atlanta. zooatlanta.org

MOM

More ideas  
for pampering mom  on Mother’s Day, B2

By Greg Bluestein   |   gbluestein@ajc.com

Gov. Brian Kemp said he’s trying to “line up” with 
President Donald Trump on a consensus Republi-
can candidate to challenge U.S. Sen. Jon Ossoff. But 
he cautioned that’s no simple prospect.
In his first public remarks since passing on 

a challenge against the first-
term Democrat, the gover-
nor said he decided against a 
bid because he wants to “stay 
focused on what the people 
elected me to do.”
“I’ve got the best job in poli-

tics, and a lot of times you can 
get more done in a year and a 
half being governor than you can in two terms in 
the U.S. Senate,” said Kemp.
The two-term governor, a diehard Bulldog foot-

ball fan, also compared a decision to run for the 
Senate to a move by University of Georgia coach 

Governor hopes for a unified GOP 
candidate in quest to unseat Ossoff.

Kemp seeks 
to work with 
Trump on 
Senate pick

Senate continued on A11

By David Wickert   |   david.wickert@ajc.com
and Caleb Groves  |   caleb.groves@ajc.com

Eight months after Hurricane Helene devastated 
large swaths of Georgia and the Southeast, farm-
ers and timber producers are still waiting on fed-
eral aid.
But on Thursday, Gov. Brian 

Kemp signed state legislation 
designed to help them and other 
Georgians ravaged by the storm. 
One bill would authorize tax 

breaks and other steps to aid 
agricultural and timber pro-
ducers. Another would boost 
consumer protections for homeowners seeking 
repairs in the wake of disasters.
Those measures are in addition to nearly $863 

million in storm-related spending included in the 

Kemp signs bills aiding agricultural 
and timber industries, homeowners.

Helene-ravaged 
farmers receive 
help from state

Hurricane continued on A11

By Zachary Hansen
zachary.hansen@ajc.com

Coweta County officials on 
Tuesday became the second metro 
Atlanta government to tempo-
rarily pause all new data center 
projects, to find their bearings 
amid an unprecedented wave 

of proposals. 
The Coweta County Board of 

Commissioners unanimously 
adopted a 180-day moratorium 
to evaluate its data center pol-
icies and zoning codes. A sim-
ilar 90-day moratorium was 
adopted by Douglas County in 
March because of the number 
of pending data center projects 
coalescing in the area. 
Coweta’s pause comes weeks 

after the board in a 3-2 vote 
approved a rezoning request for 

a $1 billion data center campus 
called Project Peach. The 320-
acre project along Johnston Cir-
cle received stark opposition, 
including from the mayor of neigh-
boring Palmetto in south Fulton 
County, according to the Newnan 
Times-Herald.
The moratorium was prompted 

by an even larger project, a $17 
billion campus called Project Sail 
that ranks among the largest pro-

Board to evaluate 
zoning codes after $17B 
Project Sail is pitched.

Coweta County second metro Atlanta 
government to hit pause on data centers

Coweta continued on A6
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By Kelly Yamanouchi
kelly.yamanouchi@ajc.com 
and Olivia Wakim 
olivia.wakim@ajc.com

Deep in the heart of Coca-Cola 
territory in Georgia, PepsiCo is 
launching a new front in the cola 
wars — with the return of the 
Pepsi Challenge blind taste test.
The skirmish arrived in the 

Peach State on Thursday — 
National Have a Coke Day, no less 
— and will run the next few days.
This time, the longtime Coke 

rival is asking people out and 
about in Atlanta to sip from 
unmarked cups of Pepsi Zero 
Sugar and Coca-Cola Zero Sugar 
to decide which they prefer.
PepsiCo says all who participate 

will get a free 20 oz. bottle of Pepsi 
Zero Sugar “because even those 
with questionable taste deserve 
a second chance.”
The return of the Pepsi Chal-

lenge — and doing so in Atlan-
ta-based Coke’s backyard — adds 
a bit of fizz to the long-brewing 
cola wars.
There will be Pepsi Challenge 

taste testing over the next cou-
ple of days at The Interlock on 

Compare the zero-sugar 
variety of both around 
the city this weekend.

On National Have a Coke Day, soda 
rival brings Pepsi Challenge to Atlanta

Pepsi continued on A6

Pepsi Brand Ambassador Brittney Smith (right) 
reacts after Taren Fergerson chooses Pepsi during 
the Pepsi Challenge at The Interlock on Thursday 
in Atlanta. JASON GETZ/AJC


