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Capital outlay funding

Outgoing
Navajo Nation
president: Keep
wearing masks
to ﬁght COVID
Farmington Daily Times
USA TODAY NETWORK

constructed in 1982 and is 3,120 square
feet.
The replacement building county
oﬃcials have in mind would be 10,625
square feet and would be suitable for a
variety of purposes, Stark said, explaining that the new facility would allow the county to wind up with a larger
facility with much more functionality.
An opinion of probable cost document created by county oﬃcials in July
2022 shows the total cost of demolishing the rabbit and poultry barns, and
building the replacement structure
would come to a little more than $1.5
million. Stark said the rest of the money in the request would go to cover upgrades to the public address and lighting systems in the outdoor riding arena.
That request is the highest-priority
item on the county’s capital outlay list,
but Stark said it could be removed if
the county receives good news from a
grant proposal it submitted several
months ago. County oﬃcials submitted a proposal for the same project to

FARMINGTON — The outgoing
president of the Navajo Nation urged
tribal members to keep adhering to a
mask mandate imposed by health oﬃcials early in the pandemic, even if the
incoming administration nulliﬁes the
policy.
President Jonathan Nez included
that message in his oﬃce’s regular report on COVID-19 case numbers and
deaths, which was issued on Jan. 6.
Byron Shorty, a spokesperson for
Navajo Nation President-Elect Dr. Buu
Nygren during the transition period,
said he had read the release and he
knew of no statements issued by the
incoming administration on that subject. Shorty said there are many priority issues to be addressed by the new
leadership, starting on inauguration
day.
Shorty noted that mask and occupancy rules that are in eﬀect will be respected during the inauguration
events.
“When the Navajo Department of
Health implemented the mask requirement in April 2020, the primary
intent was to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and ultimately to save lives,”
current Navajo Nation President Jonathan Nez stated in the news release.
“The mask mandate has saved many
lives here on the Navajo Nation.”
Then the outgoing leader made a request to his constituents.
“As the Nez-Lizer Administration
comes to an end in a few days, we
strongly urge our Navajo people to
continue to listen to our public health
experts and to continue wearing a
mask in public places even if the mask
mandate is lifted by the incoming administration,” Nez continued. “We
have to remember the hardships that
we faced together at the onset of this
pandemic and remember that together
we pushed back on this modern day
monster by taking precautions, protecting ourselves and others, and
through prayer.”
The 2023 Navajo Nation Inauguration happens on Tuesday, Jan. 10, at
the Window Rock Scouts Events
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Flood water from a monsoon rain covers the floor at the poultry barn at McGee Park on July 29.
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Public safety items
dominate county’s wish list
Mike Easterling
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FARMINGTON — A list of items and
projects that San Juan County oﬃcials
hope to see funded with capital outlay
money this year is in the hands of local
state lawmakers, who will present those
requests during the legislative session
that begins Tuesday, Jan. 17, in Santa Fe.
Members of the San Juan County
Commission approved the list during
their Nov. 15 meeting in Aztec, and the
requests were forwarded to local lawmakers for their consideration. Most of
the ﬁve entries on the list relate to public
safety.
Topping the list is a request for more
than $1.6 million for improvements at
McGee Park, site of the annual San Juan
County Fair. County Manager Mike
Stark said the county hopes to demolish

two aging structures at the park — commonly known as the poultry barn and
the rabbit barn — and replace them with
a new, larger, multiuse building.
“Those buildings are below grade and
prone to ﬂooding,” Stark said, explaining the need to demolish and replace
them.
Stark described McGee Park as a
world-class fairgrounds.
“I don’t make that statement lightly,”
he said, noting that the San Juan County Fair is the largest county fair in New
Mexico and is the second-largest fair
held in the state each year, behind only
the New Mexico State Fair in Albuquerque.
The rabbit and poultry barns do not
live up to the standards of the rest of
McGee Park, he said, adding that the
former only has a dirt ﬂoor. The poultry
barn was built in 1977 and is 4,480
square feet in size. The rabbit barn was

Montana lawmaker
wants to revisit
idea of reservations
Senator: Bill shows
depth of ‘educational
work’ to do
Amy Beth Hanson
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HELENA, Mont. – A state lawmaker
in Montana is questioning whether land
set aside long ago for Native Americans
should exist anymore.
Republican Sen. Keith Regier is proposing asking Congress to study alternatives to reservations. The measure,

submitted this week and riddled with
racial stereotypes, is unlikely to pass
and would have no practical eﬀect if it
did. But it’s causing tensions to surface
at the Republican-controlled Montana
Legislature that kicked oﬀ this week.
Native American lawmakers say
they’re now spending time responding
to the proposed resolution rather than
focusing on their own legislative priorities, including extending the state’s
Missing and Murdered Indigenous Persons Task Force for another two years,
creating a grant program to train community-based groups to search for
See RESERVATIONS, Page 2A

Montana Democratic Rep. Shane Morigeau, of Missoula, speaks during a 2019
legislative session in Helena. Morigeau, now a state senator, is pushing back
against a proposed legislative referendum that seeks to ask Congress to revisit
the idea of Native American reservations. The draft of the bill became available
on Jan. 2. THOM BRIDGE/INDEPENDENT RECORD VIA AP, FILE
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